
City of Swartz Creek 
AGENDA 

Regular Council Meeting, Monday April 27, 2009, 7:00 P.M. 
City Hall 8083 Civic Drive, Swartz Creek Michigan  48473 

 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER: 
 
2. INVOCATION AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 
  
3. ROLL CALL: 
 
4. MOTION TO APPROVE MINUTES: 
 4A. Regular Council Meeting of April 13, 2009    MOTION Pg. 7,11-16 
   
5. APPROVE AGENDA 
 5A.  Proposed / Amended Agenda      MOTION Pg. 7 
   
6. REPORTS & COMMUNICATIONS: 

6A. City Manager’s Report (Agenda Item)     MOTION Pg. 7,2-6 
 6B. Monthly Fire Report         Pg. 17-44 
 6C. Street Usage Permit, River-Bend Striders (Agenda Item)     Pg. 45-47 
 6D. City Policy, Red Flag Identity Theft (Agenda Item)     Pg. 48-53 
 6E. BS&A Proposal (Agenda Item)        Pg. 54-61 
 6F. **Genesee Health Plan Tutorial         Separate File 
 6G. Legislative Updates         Pg. 62-72 
 6H. Resident Suggestion Letter        Pg. 73-75 
  
7. MEETING OPENED TO THE PUBLIC: 

7A. Proclamations, Veterans Park Flags 
7B. General Public Comments 

 
8. COUNCIL BUSINESS: 

8A. Street Usage Permit, River-Bend Striders & Cross Country, 5K Race RESO.  Pg. 8,45-47 
8B. City Policy, Red Flag Identity Theft     RESO.  Pg. 8,48-53 
8C. Appropriation, Accounting Software      RESO.  Pg. 9,54-61 

 
9. MEETING OPENED TO THE PUBLIC: 

9A. General Public Comments 
 

10. REMARKS BY COUNCILMEMBER’S: 
 

11. ADJOURNMENT:        MOTION N/A  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
** Due to Size, Provided as Separate File on CD Disk 
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City of Swartz Creek 
CITY MANAGER’S REPORT 

Regular Council Meeting of Monday April 27, 2009  7:00 P.M. 
 
TO:  Honorable Mayor, Mayor Pro-Tem & Council Members 
FROM: PAUL BUECHE // City Manager 
DATE:   24-April-2009 
 
OLD / ROUTINE BUSINESS – REVISITED ISSUES / PROJECTS 
 

 2009-2010 FISCAL BUDGET (Status) 
Schedule: 
 

April 13th:  Present Draft, Discussion, Set Public Hearing 
 

  May 11th:     Public Hearing, Discussion 
 

Special Meeting: If Desired By Council 
 

May 26th:  Adopt Budget 
 

June 8th: Truth in Taxation Hearing, Set Levy, Set 2009-2010 
Meeting Schedule, Year End Fiscal Adjustments 

 
June 22nd:  Buffer Date, If Needed 

 
June 30th:  Fiscal Year End  

 
A public Hearing has been scheduled for Monday, May 11, 2009. 

 
 FEES, RATES & SERVICE CHARGES (Status) 

As you are aware, we have two water rate increases and a sewer rate increase, passed 
along from the County over the last two years.  We have absorbed these increases by 
scaling back, but cannot continue.  We need to go to a ready to serve charge with a 
commodity purchase charge.  Sewer will be charged based on water consumption.  As 
we have discussed at past meetings, we have some models that can be very easily 
implemented.  There is still a couple of loose ends, being irrigation systems and outside 
isolated faucets, as they pertain to separate meters.  We are working to resolve this 
now.  I have a tentative August date in mind for the billing system switch and 
implementation of the new rates.  We will probably have a draft ordinance in June. 

 
 PERSONNEL POLICIES & PROCEDURES (Status) 

Pending. 
 

 DISASTER, EMERGENCY RESPONSE POLICY COMMITTEE (Status) 
We should be back before the Council for discussion on this in the near future. 

  
 VETERANS MEMORIAL (Status) 

Nothing New. 
 

 NON-RESIDENT SERVICES STUDY, RAUBINGER BRIDGE  (Status) 
The Raubinger Bridge Project has a tentative start date of July 2009. 
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 OVERHEAD UTILITY REORGANIZATION PROJECT, VERIZON INVOICE (Status) 
As we discussed, the utility companies have lobbied the passing of a number of pieces 
of legislation that have stripped us of virtually all control of our rights of way.  In regards 
to the aesthetics, we have little power other than to pay for changes.  The next step is to 
get a contractor’s quote for the second round of the technical review of the poles.  From 
here, we may have some power by filing complaints on the safety issues.  REI is getting 
a quote together from their survey division and should be back with it shortly.  My 
thinking is to narrow down the inventory to the downtown, Miller & Elms and Bristol 
Road.  This will hold the cost down and we can always go back and pick up additional 
sections of the City. Regarding the invoice we sent to Verizon, we have someone’s 
attention here.  I have sent data that was requested by Verizon under FOIA.  I will keep 
the Council informed. 

 
 MAJOR STREET FUND, TRAFFIC IMPROVEMENTS (See Individual Category) 

 2010-2013 T.I.P. APPLICATION (Status) 
Pending. 

 MILLER & I-69 REPAIRS (Status) 
Out to bid. 

 TRAIL SYSTEM, PHASE I ELMS ROAD – PARK ENHANCEMENTS (Status) 
Lang Construction of 8065 Sunset, Flint is the contractor for this project.  Cost as 
follows: 

Construction $ 14,450 
Design Engineering $   2,840 

Consumer’s Lighting $ 21,238 
Project Total: $ 38,528 

Less C.D.B.G. Funds -$ 32,021 
City Match: $  6,507 

This work is underway with completion by the end of April. 
 MORRISH ROAD NORTH CONSTRUCTION PROJECT - MEIJER’S (Status) 

As we have discussed, this project has run into some difficulties.  Meijer’s elected to 
delay the project which caused MDOT to scale back approval for some of the 
improvements.  The County Road Commission is now leveraging the project within 
the area they control for a variety of improvements that were not part of the original 
site plan approval.  They are also leveraging the project for improvements within the 
City’s road jurisdiction, using the county garage as the basis of their authority.  They 
state that the requirements are their standard, but have no base for such standards.  
We are at odds over the requirements.  It looks like this project may be stalled until 
next summer (2010).  The TIP funding sources are flexible and can be moved until 
next summer.  We’re working through it.  I’ll keep the Council informed. 

 MORRISH ROAD SOUTH CONSTRUCTION PROJECT (Status) 
Design has been completed and the project is into MDOT for Grade Inspection. 
 

 LOCAL STREET FUND, TRAFFIC IMPROVEMENTS 
 2008 REPAIR ROSTER (Status) 

Pending a decision as to how we wish to proceed.  The bottom line is, we can repair 
a single block, or preserve a handful of streets from deteriorating to complete re-
constructs. 
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 SEWER REHABILITATION PROJECT, I&I, PENALTIES (Status) 
Phase II was approved on October 13th and is underway.  I will keep the Council posted 
on progress.  The manhole rehabilitation program is under contract and work has 
begun. 

 
 FIRE DEPARTMENT EVALUATION, CONTRACT RENEWAL, BUDGET (Status) 

I have had a couple of meetings with Mr. Beatty.  We are working on a draft. 
 

 WWS INTERGOVERNMENTAL JURISDICTION SEWER ORDINANCE (Status) 
WWS has some changes they desire in our draft.  In my opinion, they are related more 
to form.  Discussion between the City Attorney’s office and the attorney for WWS are in 
progress.  We are on opposite ends of the spectrum on the IJA (Inter Jurisdictional 
Agreement).  The County’s position is that under Act 342 (in which the WWS 
Consortium is set up under), we have to sign it.  Mine, supported by Mr. Figura’s is we 
do not.  If Act 342 gives them the power to do what they need to do to operate such a 
system, then why do we need an agreement?  As of yet, we have not set a public 
hearing.  We will do so after the text issues with the ordinance are settled.   

 
 SR. CENTER, LEVY, BUILDING & FUTURE FUNDING PLAN (Status) 

Pending site plan approval.   
 

 SPRINGBROOK, HERITAGE STREET-LIGHTING  (Status) 
Frankly speaking, we simply do not have any additional funds to consider any new 
adventures.  I will be looking for “nickels & dimes” in funding that we have in our system 
that can be transferred, i.e., amphi-theater lawn-care, youth football lawn-care, etc.  
This probably fits that category.   

 
 LABOR CONTRACTS & RETIREE HEALTHCARE (Status) 

Mr. Kehoe still needs a basic employment agreement and the Supervisors’, AFSCME 
and POLC Agreements are open for full negotiations.  Additionally, my contract needs 
an evaluation.  As we discussed with the presentation of the Budget, I am seeking wage 
freezes on all our labor contracts.  I will be back in the near future with a progress report 
on negotiations.   

 
 MARATHON STATION BLIGHT & NON-CONFORMING USE (Status) 

Patiently waiting for an open door.   
 

 COUNTY E.M.S. ORDINANCE, AMBULANCE SERVICE (Status) 
Pending. 

 
 SALE OF CITY PROPERTY 5129 MORRISH ROAD (Status) 

Pending. 
 

 WWS, STORM WATER MANAGEMENT AGREEMENT (Status) 
We are still looking at this. 

 
 2009 MASTER PLAN & ZONING CODE REVIEW  (Status) 

The City’s Master Plan was last updated in 2004. Since these plans need to be revisited 
every five years or so, the City shall update the Master Plan sometime during the next 
calendar year.  This can be quite a cumbersome process due to the requirements of 
State law; however, the impact of these plans is tremendous on all aspects of local 
governance. Since the last plan was adopted, there has not been significant change to 
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the circumstances or assumptions that were used in the framing of that plan. As such, I 
expect a general review and acceptance will be in order, resulting in little substantial 
change to the 2004 Master Plan. We shall see. Expect this to show up in the form of a 
workshop in late spring or early summer.  At the April 7th Planning Commission Meeting, 
some changes to the zoning code were recommended.  They will be presented for 
review and determination at the Council Meeting of April 27th.   

 
 SWARTZ AMBULANCE AGREEMENT (Status) 

Pending.  
 

 NEIGHBORHOOD STABILIZATION PROGRAM (Status) 
Watching. 

 
 MDOT PARK & RIDE (Status) 

Pending execution of the MDOT Agreement passed on April 13th.     
 

 COMCAST SENIOR DISCOUNT  (Status) 
Pending. 

 
NEW BUSINESS / PROJECTED ISSUES & PROJECTS 
 

 STREET USAGE PERMIT, RIVER-BEND STRIDERS  (Resolution) 
As is customary about this time of the year, the River Bend Striders have requested to 
hold their annual 5k road race on Thursday May 28, 2009, 6:00 PM to 7:30 PM.  The 
event is the same as in the past, held within the streets of Winchester Village.  Rick has 
recommended approval.  A resolution to this effect is included with tonight’s agenda.   

 
 POLICY & PROCEDURE, IDENTITY THEFT  (Resolution) 

Included with tonight’s agenda is the adoption of a policy required by the Federal Trade 
Commission related to identity theft.  For the most part, we already do this.  Luckily, and 
unlike most legislative requirements that pass down from the state and the feds, it 
doesn’t have much cost attached to it.  The policy and resolution is self explanatory.   

 
 BS&A ACCOUNTING SOFTWARE  (Resolution) 

As the Council is aware, over the last year we have replaced our accounting software 
from that of a piece-meal makeshift system to a sole-source balanced system.  The 
previous software tracking system had a mix of Fund Balance, E-Z Entry, BS&A, 
Proprietary Software and excel data bases, none of which talked to one another.  Each 
tracked only within their individual application area, being general ledger, accounts 
payable, cash receipts, payroll, purchase orders, utility billing, assessing, real property 
tax, personal property tax and accounts receivable.  Postings between the programs 
and the general ledger system were done via journal entries.  The countless entries 
were a major source of duplication and costly, time consuming errors.  All this was 
corrected when we replaced the software with a single vendor, being BS&A.  The 
transition was seamless.  When we made the transition, we already owned the 
assessing, tax and receivable modules, which were 8-10 years old.  We bought the 
general ledger, accounts payable, cash receipts, payroll, purchase orders, utility billing 
and work order processing modules.  We have $36,000 into the software.  The annual 
fees for support are about $7,000 per year, similar to what Fund balance had charged 
us in previous years.   
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As indicated, the assessing, tax and receivable modules we have owned for a number 
of years now.  BS&A has offered to provide us the annual upgrades to all of the 
modules, at no charge, if we purchase the latest versions of assessing, tax and 
receivable modules.  This will bring all of our tracking software to the latest version as 
well as implement the “dot net” data base platform.  We currently have $8,950 left in IT 
Software spread across general, water, sewer and garbage funds.  We should be able 
to return near all of these dollars back into their respective fund balances at the end of 
the fiscal year (June 30th).  Anticipating this purchase, as well as the replacement of a 
server, in the 2009-2010 proposed budget, I have budgeted +$40k.  The total cost of the 
dot net package is $12,440.  The expense would not take place until later this summer, 
but we have to have a commitment soon if we desire to proceed.  I recommend we 
make this purchase which would bring everything we have up to date, leaving only the 
annual support fee, which would begin again in mid 2010.   

 
 PROCLAMATIONS, VETERNS PARK FLAGS  (Proclamations) 

A handful of youth school groups have done fund raisers that allowed for the purchase 
of the flags that we see flying over the Veterans Park.  The groups are: Sons of the 
American Legion, Swartz Creek Middle School, Elms Elementary, Syring Elementary, 
Morrish Elementary, Dieck Elementary and Gaines Elementary.  Each one of the flags 
has to be replaced about twice a year.  The youths have worked hard raising these 
funds.  At the request of the Mayor, we have a handful of proclamations that recognize 
their contribution. 

 
 
Council Questions, Inquiries, Requests and Comments 
 

 C.S.O. Plaques, Lobby.  I am looking at options. 
 Mast Arm Traffic Lights, Street Sign Anchors (Silver vs. Black).  The sign bands have 

been ordered and should be replaced shortly.  The bands that support the cross walk 
lights may be a bit more challenging to find.  We’ll take a peek at them when we get the 
street ones switched out. 
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City of Swartz Creek 

RESOLUTIONS  
Regular Council Meeting, Monday April 13, 2009 7:00 P.M. 

 
 
 
Resolution No. 090427-4A MINUTES, APRIL 13, 2009 

 
Motion by Councilmember: ________________ 

 
I Move the Swartz Creek City Council hereby approve the Minutes of the Regular 
Council Meeting held April 13, 2009, to be circulated and placed on file. 

 
Second by Councilmember: _______________ 

 
Voting For:_______________________________________________________ 
Voting Against: ___________________________________________________  

 
 
Resolution No. 090427-5A AGENDA APPROVAL 
 

Motion by Councilmember: ________________ 
 
I Move the Swartz Creek City Council approve the Agenda as presented / printed / 
amended for the Regular Council Meeting of April 27, 2009 to be circulated and placed 
on file. 

 
Second by Councilmember: _______________ 

 
Voting For: ______________________________________________________ 
Voting Against: ___________________________________________________ 

 
 
Resolution No. 090427-6A CITY MANAGER’S REPORT 

 
 Motion by Councilmember: ________________ 

 
I Move the Swartz Creek City Council approve the City Manager’s Report of April 27, 
2009, to be circulated and placed on file. 
  
Second by Councilmember: _______________ 

 
Voting For: ______________________________________________________ 
Voting Against: ___________________________________________________ 
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Resolution No. 090427-8A STREET USAGE PERMIT, SWARTZ CREEK CROSS 
COUNTRY & RIVER-BEND STRIDERS 

 
 Motion by Councilmember: ________________ 

 
I Move the City of Swartz Creek approve the application for a street usage permit to 
conduct a 5 kilometer foot road race on Thursday, May 28, 2009, 6:00 PM – 7:30 PM, 
applicant: the River-Bend Striders - Swartz Creek Cross Country Team, Mr. Ron Wiens, 
race to be held in Winchester Village Subdivision, in accordance with the application 
submitted, under the direction and control of the Chief of Police. 
 
Second by Councilmember: _______________ 

 
Voting For: ______________________________________________________ 
Voting Against: ___________________________________________________ 

 
 
Resolution No. 090427-8B ADOPT CITY POLICY, RED FLAG IDENTITY THEFT 

 
 Motion by Councilmember: ________________ 

 
WHEREAS, over the past ten years, the crime of identity theft has exploded and is now 
the fastest growing crime in the United States; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Federal Trade Commission (FTC) has adopted “Red Flag Rules” which 
require “Creditors” with “covered accounts” to develop, adopt and implement a written 
identity theft program “to detect, prevent and mitigate identity theft in connection with 
the opening of a covered account or any existing covered account.” ; and 
 
WHEREAS, the federal Fair and Accurate Credit Transactions Act of 2003 (FACTA) 
defines “creditor” as “any person who regularly extends, renews, or continues credit [or] 
who regularly arranges for the extension, renewal or continuation of credit”; and 
 
WHEREAS, the FTC clarified that a “creditor” includes “lenders such as ….utility 
companies” and indicated that non-profit and governmental entities that defer payments 
for goods and services should be considered “creditors” for purposes of FACTA; and 
 
WHEREAS a “covered account” is defined as “an account that a …creditor offers or 
maintains, primarily for personal, family or household purposes, that involves or is 
designed to permit multiple payments or transactions, such as a …utility account…and 
any other account for which there is a foreseeable risk of identity theft”; and 
 
WHEREAS, the FTC believes that municipal utilities are “creditors” for purposes of 
FACTA and therefore must comply with the Red Flag Rules to the extent that the 
municipalities defer payments for goods and services; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Identity Theft Prevention Program must be approved and implemented 
by May 1st, 2009 
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NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Swartz Creek City Council does 
hereby approve the City of Swartz Creek Official Policy & Procedure Identity Theft 
Prevention Program, a copy of which is attached hereto 

 
Second by Councilmember: _______________ 

 
Voting For: ______________________________________________________ 
Voting Against: ___________________________________________________ 

 
 
Resolution No. 090427-8C APPROPRIATION, DOT NET ACCOUNTING SOFTWARE 

 
 Motion by Councilmember: ________________ 

 
WHEREAS, on January 14, 2008, the City appropriated the purchase of business 
tracking and accounting software manufactured by BS&A, resolution as follows: 
 

Appropriation, Purchase Accounting Software 
 
 Resolution No. 080114-08      
 (Carried) 
   
  Motion by Mayor Pro-Tem Christie 
  Second by Councilmember Hicks 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Swartz Creek relies on electronic technology for the tracking of its 
business transactions including, but not limited to; general ledger, accounts payable, 
accounts receivable, cash receipts, tax collection, payroll, parcel assessments, parcel 
ownership and utility billings; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City currently uses several types of software for its accounting 
transactions which is inefficient and subject to errors; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City’s staff has studied the accounting practices several years and 
determined that a single software vendor would reduce labor costs and error potential by 
presenting an environment wherein different financial divisions could communicate to a 
single general ledger system; and  
 
WHEREAS, the City has changed to BS&A Software for some of its software programs 
needed to communicate with Genesee County Agencies, being Tax and Assessing 
modules for the County’s Equalization Department, resulting in seamless data 
communication and transfer; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City Staff has determined through use experience, interviews with full 
package users, classes and demonstrations that the BS&A full version package is well 
suited for municipalities such as the City of Swartz Creek and a large number of Cities 
and Townships in the state currently use the package with excellent results and reviews, 
and further, recommends the purchase of the full version package; and 
 
WHEREAS, Section 2-402 (a),(2),a,2, of the City’s Purchasing policy requires 
competitive sealed bids for purchases that exceed $5,000, excepting deviations under 
the following conditions:  
 
“The city council may, at the request of the city manager, authorize the city manager to 
negotiate a contract for the purchase of any product, material or service with a provider of 
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such product, material or service without regard to the requirements of this section 
relative to purchases where the city council finds: 
i.   Due to circumstances beyond the control of the city, the market for such product, 
material or service is not competitive even though such product, material or service is 
normally competitive in nature; and 
ii.   The economic interests of the city are best served by negotiating a contract with a 
provider of the product, material or service without requesting sealed bids. 
 
WHEREAS, the City Manager recommends a single source contract with BS&A for the 
purchase of the full version of accounting software as this is a specialty software with few 
vendors and a true competitive bid would be difficult, and further, the economic interests 
of the City would best be served by the purchase of BS&A package, minus the modules 
the City already owns. 
 
NOW THEREFORE, I move the City of Swartz Creek approve the purchase of BS&A 
Municipal accounting software package, in an amount not to exceed $45,230, in 
accordance with the attached contract, and direct the City Manager to begin the transition 
process to be effective with the 2008-2009 Fiscal Year, and further, direct the Finance 
Director to make the necessary budget adjustments and fund apportionment with 
approximately half the cost to be appropriated in the current fiscal year and the other half 
payable in the 2008-2009 fiscal year. 
 

Discussion took place. 
 
  YES:  Adams, Christie, Hicks, Hurt, Porath, Shumaker, Abrams. 
  NO:    None. Motion Declared Carried. 

And; 
 

WHEREAS, the City’s software vendor has made a proposal to replace the older 
software modules, being Assessing, Real Property Tax, Personal Property Tax and 
Receivables as part of the dot net database, the offer waiving the annual support fees if 
the City upgrades Assessing, Real Property Tax, Personal Property Tax and 
Receivables modules; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City’s Administrative Staff has reviewed the proposal and recommends 
approval and appropriation. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, I Move the City of Swartz Creek approve the replacement of 
BS&A government business software modules for Assessing, Real Property Tax, 
Personal Property Tax and Receivables, at a cost not to exceed $12,440 plus 5% 
contingency, cost to be appropriated equally between the General Fund, Water, Sewer 
and Garbage, appropriation made within the 2009-2010 fiscal year budget.  
 
Second by Councilmember: _______________ 

 
Voting For: ______________________________________________________ 
Voting Against: ___________________________________________________ 
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City of Swartz Creek 

Regular Council Meeting Minutes 
Of the Meeting Held 

Monday April 13, 2009  7:00 P.M. 
 

 
CITY OF SWARTZ CREEK 

SWARTZ CREEK, MICHIGAN 
MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING 

DATE 04/13/2009 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor Abrams in the Swartz Creek City 
Council Chambers, 8083 Civic Drive. 
 
Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.  
 
Councilmembers Present:  Abrams, Binder, Hicks, Hurt, Krueger, Porath, Shumaker. 
Councilmembers Absent: None. 
 
Staff Present: City Manager Paul Bueche, Assistant City Manager Adam Zettel, City 
Clerk Juanita Aguilar,   City Attorney Colin Lindesman, Director of Public Services Tom Svrcek, 
Finance Director Mary Jo Clark.  
 
Others Present: Tommy Butler,  Bob Plumb, Boots Abrams,   Ron Schultz, Jim Florence, 
Sharon Klein, Phil Bracey, Jamie Terrell, Dorothy MacGillivray. 

 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
 Resolution No. 090413-01       (Carried) 
 
  Motion by Mayor Pro-Tem Porath 
  Second by Councilmember Hurt 
 
I Move the Swartz Creek City Council hereby approve the  Minutes for the Regular Council 
Meeting,  held March 23, 2009, as presented,  to be circulated and placed on file. 
 
YES:  Binder, Hicks, Hurt, Krueger, Porath, Shumaker, Abrams.  
NO:    None. Motion Declared Carried. 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
 Resolution No. 090413-02       (Carried) 
 
Motion by Councilmember Krueger 
Second by Councilmember Shumaker 
 
I Move the Swartz Creek City Council approve the Agenda, as presented, for the Regular 
Council Meeting of April 13, 2009 to be circulated and placed on file. 
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YES: Hicks, Hurt, Krueger, Porath, Shumaker, Abrams, Binder. 
NO: None.  Motion declared carried. 
 
REPORTS AND COMMUNICATIONS: 
 
City Manager’s Report 
 
  Resolution No. 090413-03       (Carried) 
 
 Motion by Councilmember Shumaker 
Second by Councilmember Hurt 
 
 I Move the Swartz Creek City Council approve the City Manager’s Report of April 13, 2009, to 
be circulated and placed on file. 
 
Discussion Took Place. 
 
YES: Hurt, Krueger, Porath, Shumaker, Abrams, Binder, Hicks. 
NO: None.  Motion declared carried. 
 
All other reports and communications were accepted and placed on file. 
 
MEETING OPENED TO THE PUBLIC: 
 
None. 
 
COUNCIL BUSINESS:    
 
Transportation Asset Evaluation 
 
 Resolution No. 090413-04       (Carried) 
 
  Motion by Councilmember Hicks 
  Second by Councilmember Krueger 
 
I Move the City of Swartz Creek accept and place on file the evaluation of the City’s 
Transportation System. 
 
Discussion Took Place. 
  

YES:  Krueger, Porath, Shumaker, Abrams, Binder, Hicks, Hurt. 
NO:   None. Motion Declared Carried. 

 
Swartz Creek Area Senior Center Building Agreement 
 
 Resolution No. 090413-05      (Carried) 
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Motion by Councilmember Binder 
 Second by Councilmember Hurt 
 
I Move the City of Swartz Creek enter into an agreement with the Swartz Creek Area Senior 
Citizens Center for the construction of an addition to the existing City owned Perkins Library – 
Senior Citizens Center, a copy of which is attached hereto, and further, direct the Mayor and 
City Clerk to execute the agreement on behalf of the City. 

  
Discussion Took Place. 
    
  YES: Porath, Shumaker, Abrams, Binder, Hicks, Hurt, Krueger 
  NO: None.  Motion Declared Carried. 
 
Swartz Creek Area Senior Center Lease & Ground Lease Agreement 
 
 Resolution No. 090413-06      (Carried) 
 
  Motion by Councilmember Hurt 
  Second by Councilmember Krueger 
 
I Move the City of Swartz Creek enter into an agreement with the Swartz Creek Area Senior 
Citizens Center for the lease of the existing Senior Center portion of the City owned Perkins 
Library – Senior Citizens Center, and a ground lease for the construction of an addition, a copy 
of which is attached hereto, and further, direct the Mayor and City Clerk to execute the 
agreement on behalf of the City. 
 
Discussion Ensued. 
 
  YES:  Shumaker, Abrams, Binder, Hicks, Hurt, Krueger, Porath. 
  NO: None.  Motion Declared Carried. 
 
Park Fee Waiver Request, Elms 
 
 Resolution No. 090413-07      (Carried) 
 
  Motion by Mayor Pro-Tem Porath 
  Second by Councilmember Hurt 
 
I Move the City of Swartz Creek approve the use of and grant a waiver of fees for the use of 
Elms Road Park Pavilion #2 on Saturday, May 16, 2009, for Cub Scout Pack #122. 

  
  YES: Abrams, Binder, Hicks, Hurt, Krueger, Porath, Shumaker. 
  NO: None.  Motion Declared Carried. 
 
MDOT Contract, State Trunk Line Maintenance Agreement, Bay Region #2009-0221, 
Miller & I-69 Park & Ride 
 
 Resolution No. 090413-08      (Carried) 
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  Motion by Councilmember Krueger 
  Second by Councilmember Hicks 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Swartz Creek is a Local Governmental Unit and recognized Street 
Authority eligible to receive funding from the Michigan Department of Transportation and the 
Federal Highway Administration; and,  
 
WHEREAS, a portion of Interstate #69 runs through the City with entrance – exits at South 
Morrish Road and at Miller Road; and 
 
WHEREAS, in 2006, the Michigan Department of Transportation constructed a car pool park & 
ride adjacent to I-69, located east of the freeway and on the south side of Miller Road, the use 
of which is at capacity on a daily basis; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Michigan Department of Transportation has determined that the lot is in need 
of some improvements, including, but not limited to lighting, improved snow removal, salt 
application and garbage collection; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City is willing to perform such services consisting of snow removal, salt 
application, garbage collection, lawn care services and associated lighting expenses provided 
that the Michigan Department of Transportation is willing to participate in a cost sharing 
solution and funds can be used from Major Street 202, Act 51; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Michigan Department of Transportation has expressed a willingness to pay for 
lighting installation and other improvements and share costs for continued maintenance 
provided such expense can be limited to a maximum of $4,000 per year; and 
 
WHEREAS, in order to participate in a shared cost agreement, the City must enter into a State 
Trunk Line Maintenance Agreement, a copy of which is attached hereto. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, I Move the City of Swartz Creek enter into a State Trunk Line 
Maintenance Agreement with the Michigan Department of Transportation, Bay Region 
Contract #2009-0221, and further, direct the Mayor and City Clerk to execute the agreement 
on behalf of the City. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City Council direct the City Manager to cause the 
necessary cost center to be created in the City’s financial accounting system, 202 Fund Major 
Streets, with corresponding revenue and expenses, and further, authorize a letter of 
understanding with the Michigan Department of Transportation as to the scope of the services 
to be provided for the park & ride. 
 
Discussion Ensued. 
 
 YES:   Binder, Hicks, Hurt, Krueger, Porath, Shumaker, Abrams. 
 NO: None.  Motion Declared Carried. 
 
Appropriation & Bid Award, Purchase Police Vehicle 
 
 Resolution No. 090413-09       (Carried) 
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  Motion by Councilmember Shumaker 
  Second by Councilmember Hurt 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Swartz Creek Purchasing Ordinance encourages the use of 
cooperative extended purchasing programs, and; 

  
WHEREAS, the City of Swartz Creek desires to purchase a 2009 Dodge Charger police 
package vehicle and by virtue of the size of the City, we cannot purchase such vehicles in a 
sufficient quantity to allow for a maximum discounted price, and; 

  
WHEREAS, the County of Macomb has an extended cooperative purchasing program that is 
open for use by any governmental agency and has let for bid for the specified vehicle under 
their purchasing number 12-07, extended to 2008 and 2009, said bid awarded to Slingerland 
Chrysler – Dodge, 3640 East M-21, Corunna Michigan, base price of $19,916.85, and; 

  
WHEREAS, with options and delivery, the total cost of the vehicle is $20,528.90. 

  
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City of Swartz Creek recognize Macomb 
County’s Extended Purchasing Program and accept the bid award of Slingerland Chrysler – 
Dodge, 3640 East M-21, Corunna  Michigan and appropriate an amount not to exceed 
$20,528.90 for the purchase of a 2009 Dodge Charger Police Package Vehicle, funds to be 
appropriated from 661 Motor Pool. 
 
  YES: Hicks, Hurt, Krueger, Porath, Shumaker, Abrams, Binder. 
  NO: None.  Motion Declared Carried. 
 
2009-2010 FY Budget Presentation     (Discussion Topic) 
 
City Manager Bueche and Assistant City Manager Zettel made presentations regarding the 
current fiscal year budget. 
 
2009-2010 Fiscal Year Budget, Set Public Hearing 
 
 Resolution No. 090413-10       (Carried) 
 
  Motion by Councilmember Hicks 
  Second by Councilmember Hurt 
 
I Move the City of Swartz Creek set a Public Hearing, to be held on Monday, May 11, 2009 at 
7:00 PM, at the regularly scheduled City Council Meeting, or as soon thereafter as can be 
heard, to hear public comments and needs regarding the Proposed 2009-2010 Fiscal Year 
Budget, and further, to make a copy of the proposed budget available at City Hall for public 
inspection during normal business hours, in accordance with provisions as set forth in the City 
Charter. 
 
Discussion Ensued. 
 
  YES:  Hurt, Krueger, Porath, Shumaker, Abrams, Binder, Hicks. 

15



  NO: None.  Motion Declared Carried. 
 
MEETING OPENED TO THE PUBLIC 
 
Jamie Terrell questioned whether she still had a job.  Mayor Abrams stated that he was not 
sure.  City Manager Bueche stated that they would know more May 11, 2009.   
 
REMARKS BY COUNCILMEMBERS: 
 
Councilmember Krueger questioned whether a list of City assets and their values had been put 
together yet.  City Manager Bueche stated that a list is available.   
 
Councilmember Shumaker questioned whether the City Council receives a list of vehicles and 
items that go to the County auction.  City Manager Bueche stated that the City has a few items 
that could go to auction and that he is looking into it.  Mr. Shumaker asked about a $550 
charge to the Senior Center for an application for a site plan.  Mr. Shumaker questioned 
whether or not the fee could be waived for the Senior Center.  Mr. Bueche stated that he would 
check with the City attorney.   
 
Councilmember Binder advised that the Air Force statue for the Veteran’s Memorial was due to 
arrive in May.   
 
Councilmember Hurt stated that he appreciated the letter that City Manager Bueche included 
at the beginning of the budget report in the Council packet.   
 
Mayor Pro-Tem Porath expressed appreciation to City Manager Bueche and Assistant City 
Manager Zettel for the presentations on the budget.   
 
Mayor Abrams talked about a press release that was issued from the Water and Waste 
Services in reference to a water main repair at the Kearsley Golf Course.    
 
ADJOURNMENT:  
 
There being no objection, Mayor Abrams declared the meeting adjourned at 10:15 p.m. 
 
 
Richard Abrams, Mayor    Juanita Aguilar,  City Clerk  
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City of Swartz Creek 
Official Policy & Procedure 

IDENTITY THEFT PREVENTION PROGRAM 
 

Purpose 
 
To establish an Identity Theft Prevention Program designed to detect, prevent 
and mitigate identity theft in connection with the opening of a covered account or 
an existing covered account and to provide for continued administration of the 
Program in compliance with the Federal Trade Commission’s Red Flag Rule 
(Part 681 of Title 16 of the Code of Federal Regulations) implementing Sections 
114 and 315 of the Fair and Accurate Credit Transactions Act (FACTA) of 2003. 
 
Under the Red Flag Rule, every financial institution and creditor is required to 
establish an “Identity Theft Prevention Program” tailored to its size, complexity 
and the nature of its operation.  Each program must contain reasonable policies 
and procedures to: 

1. Identify relevant Red Flags for new and existing covered accounts and 
incorporate those Red Flags into the Program; 

2. Detect Red Flags that have been incorporated into the Program; 
3. Respond appropriately to any Red Flags that are detected to prevent 

and mitigate Identity Theft; and 
4. Ensure the Program is updated periodically, to reflect changes in risks 

to customers or to the safety and soundness of the creditor from 
Identity Theft. 

 
Definitions 
 
Identifying information means any name or number that may be used, alone or in 
conjunction with any other information, to identify a specific person, including: 
name, address, telephone number, social security number, date of birth, 
government issued driver’s license or identification number, alien registration 
number, government passport number, employer or taxpayer identification 
number, unique electronic identification number, computer’s Internet Protocol 
address, or routing code. 
 
Identity theft means fraud committed or attempted using the identifying 
information of another person without authority. 
 
A covered account means: 

1. An account that a financial institution or creditor offers or maintains, 
primarily for personal, family, or household purposes that involves 
or is designed to permit multiple payments or transactions.  
Covered accounts include credit card accounts, mortgage loans, 
automobile loans, margin accounts, cell phone accounts, utility 
accounts, checking accounts and savings accounts; and 
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2. Any other account that the financial institution or creditor offers or 
maintains for which there is a reasonably foreseeable risk to 
customers or to the safety and soundness of the financial institution 
or creditor from identity theft, including financial, operational, 
compliance, reputation or litigation risks. 

 
A red flag means a pattern, practice or specific activity that indicates the possible 
existence of identity theft. 
 
Policy 
 

A. IDENTIFICATION OF RED FLAGS.  The City of Swartz Creek 
identifies the following red flags, in each of the listed categories: 

 
1. Suspicious Documents 

i. Identification document or card that appears to be 
forged, altered or inauthentic; 

ii. Identification document or card on which a person’s 
photograph or physical description is not consistent 
with the person presenting the document; 

iii. Other document with information that is not 
consistent with existing customer information (such 
as if a person’s signature on a check appears 
forged); and 

iv. Application for service that appears to have been 
altered or forged. 

 
2. Suspicious Personal Identifying Information 

i. Identifying information presented that is inconsistent 
with other information the customer provides 
(example: inconsistent birth dates); 

ii. Identifying information presented that is inconsistent 
with other sources of information (for instance, an 
address not matching an address on a credit report); 

iii. Identifying information presented that is the same as 
information shown on other applications that were 
found to be fraudulent; 

iv. Identifying information presented that is consistent 
with fraudulent activity (such as an invalid phone 
number or fictitious billing address); 

v. Social security number presented that is the same 
as one given by another customer; 

vi. An address or phone presented that is the same as 
that of another person; 

vii. A person fails to provide complete personal 
identifying information on an application when 
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reminded to do so (however, by law social security 
numbers must not be required); and 

viii. A person’s identifying information is not consistent 
with the information that is on file for the customer. 

 
3. Suspicious Account Activity or Unusual Use of Account 

i. Change of address for an account followed by a 
request to change the account holder’s name; 

ii. Payments stop on an otherwise consistently up-to-
date account; 

iii. Account used in a way that is not consistent with 
prior use (example: very high activity); 

iv. Mail sent to the account holder is repeatedly 
returned as undeliverable; 

v. Notice to the City that a customer is not receiving 
mail sent by the City; 

vi. Notice to the City that an account has unauthorized 
activity; 

vii. Breach in the City’s computer system security; and 
viii. Unauthorized access to or use of customer account 

information. 
 

4. Alerts from Others 
i. Notice to the City from a customer, identity theft 

victim, law enforcement or other person that it has 
opened or is maintaining a fraudulent account for a 
person engaged in Identity Theft. 

 
B. DETECTING RED FLAGS 
 

1. New Accounts.  In order to detect any of the Red Flags 
identified above associated with the opening of a new account, 
City personnel will take the following steps to obtain and verify 
the identity of the person opening the account: 

i. Require certain identifying information such as 
name, date of birth, residential or business address, 
principal place of business for an entity, driver’s 
license or other identification; 

ii. Verify the customer’s identity (for instance, review a 
driver’s license or other identification card); 

iii. Review documentation showing the existence of a 
business entity; and/or 

iv. Independently contact the customer. 
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2. Existing Accounts.  In order to detect any of the Red Flags 
identified above for an existing account, City personnel will take 
the following steps to monitor transactions with an account: 

 
i. Verify the identification of customers if they request 

information (in person, via telephone, via facsimile, 
via email); 

ii. Verify the validity of requests to change billing 
addresses; and 

iii. Verify changes in banking information given for 
billing and payment purposes. 

 
C. PREVENTING AND MITIGATING IDENTITY THEFT.  In the event 

City personnel detect any identified Red Flags, such personnel shall 
take one or more of the following steps, depending on the degree of 
risk posed by the Red Flag: 

 
1. Prevent and Mitigate 

i. Continue to monitor an account for evidence of 
Identity Theft; 

ii. Contact the customer; 
iii. Change any passwords or other security devices 

that permit access to accounts; 
iv. Not open a new account; 
v. Close an existing account; 
vi. Reopen an account with a new number; 
vii. Notify the City Manager for determination of the 

appropriate step(s) to take; 
viii. Notify law enforcement; and/or 
ix. Determine that no response is warranted under the 

particular circumstances. 
 

2. Protect Customer Identifying Information 
i. In order to further prevent the likelihood of identity 

theft occurring with respect to City accounts, the 
City will take the following steps with respect to its 
internal operating procedures to protect customer 
identifying information; 

ii. Ensure that its website is secure or provide clear 
notice that the website is not secure; 

iii. Ensure complete and secure destruction of paper 
documents and computer files containing customer 
information; 

iv. Ensure that office computers are password 
protected and that computer screens lock after a set 
period of time; 
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v. Keep offices clear of papers containing customer 
information; 

vi. Request only the last four digits of social security 
numbers (if any); 

vii. Ensure computer virus protection is up to date; and 
viii. Require and keep only the kinds of customer 

information that are necessary for utility purposes. 
 

D. PROGRAM UPDATES.  This Program will be periodically reviewed 
and updated to reflect changes in risks to customers and the 
soundness of the City from Identity Theft.  The City Manager will 
consider the City’s experiences with Identity Theft situation, changes in 
Identity Theft methods, changes in Identity Theft detection and 
prevention methods, changes in types of accounts the City maintains 
and changes in the City’s business arrangements with other entities.  
After considering these factors, the City Manager will determine 
whether changes to the Program, including the listing of Red Flags, are 
warranted.  If warranted, the City Manager will present the City Council 
with his/her recommended changes and the City Council will made a 
determination of whether to accept, modify or reject those changes to 
the Program. 

 
E. PROGRAM ADMINISTRATION. 

 
1. Oversight.  Responsibility for developing, implementing and 

updating this Program lies with an Identity Theft Committee for 
the City.  The committee consists of the City Manager, the City 
Treasurer and the Director of Public Services.  The City 
Manager will be responsible for the Program administration, for 
ensuring appropriate training of City staff on the Program, for 
reviewing any staff reports regarding the detection of Red Flags 
and the steps for preventing and mitigating Identity Theft, 
determining which steps of prevention and mitigation should be 
taken in particular circumstances and considering periodic 
changes to the Program. 

 
2. Staff Training and Reports.  City staff responsible for 

implementing the Program shall be trained or under the 
direction of the City Identity Theft Committee in the detection of 
Red Flags, and the responsive steps to be taken when a Red 
Flag is detected.  City staff is required to provide reports to the 
Identity Theft Committee Program Administrator on incidents of 
Identity Theft, the City’s compliance with the Program and the 
effectiveness of the Program. 
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3. Specific Program Elements and Confidentiality.  For the 
effectiveness of Identity Theft prevention Programs, the Red 
Flag Rule envisions a degree of confidentiality regarding the 
City’s specific practices relating to Identity Theft detection, 
prevention and mitigation.  Therefore, under this Program, 
knowledge of such specific practices are to be limited to the 
Identity Theft Committee and those employees who need to 
know them for purposes of preventing Identity Theft.  Because 
this Program is to be adopted by a public body and thus publicly 
available, it would be counterproductive to list these specific 
practices here.  Therefore, only the Program’s general red flag 
detection, implementation and prevention practices are listed in 
this document. 

 
Authority & Revisions 
 
This policy is enacted immediately upon approval of the City Council, as reflected 
in the regular meeting minutes dated April 27, 2009.  Revisions to this policy shall 
only be enacted when approved by the City Council and reflected in the 
applicable meeting minutes.  This policy shall be reviewed at least biennially by 
the City Manager and updated as appropriate. 
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From: Michigan Municipal League [nbrown@mml.org]
Sent: Tuesday, April 14, 2009 1:31 PM
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 Stimulus Funding Update Subscribe to the Link.

The Buzz  

Don't let regionalism die 
with Cobo deal 
Detroit Free Press 
4/9/09 

What's New  

Recovery Funding on the 
Ground 

Communities get $47.3M 
in Transportation 
Enhancement Funding 
 
Exceptional Service Award 
Call for Nominations  
Submit by June 30 
 
Leadership & Public 
Service Award Call for 
Nominations 
Submit by June 30 
 
Video: Meet Freshman 
Rep. Wayne Schmidt 
 
League’s New PA 312 
Webpage 

Save the Date 

MAM Capitol Reception 
April 30, Lansing 

2009 Asset Management 

   
Broadband Comments Filed – The Recovery Act 
includes $7.4 billion to fund loans and grants to establish the 
Broadband Technology Opportunities Program in the 
Department of Commerce's National Telecommunications and 
Information Administration and Department of Agriculture Rural 
Utility Service. Along with the Federal Communications 
Commission, these agencies are currently soliciting comments 
on requirements for the program and how they should be 
coordinated. Last week, the National League of Cities, U.S. 
Conference of Mayors, National Association of Counties and 
National Association of Telecommunications Officers and 
Advisors (NATOA) filed comments on how to implement the 
program. Under the program, states, local governments and 
non-profits will compete for awards. Contact: Arnold Weinfeld 

Other Stimulus Information – Visit the League's 
Economic Stimulus webpage, the Michigan's recovery website, 
or the federal recovery website frequently for information on 
stimulus programs of interest to Michigan communities. 

 State Affairs Update  

  
Transportation Enhancement Grants Announced 
– The federally funded Transportation Enhancement (TE) grant 
program enables communities to invest in streetscape 
improvements, recreational path development and historic 
structure improvements. Sixty-seven communities in 27 
Michigan counties will receive a total of $47.3 million in TE 
funding, part of which will include funding provided by the 
federal stimulus program. Click here for the full press release 
from the Governor's office. Contact: Dave Worthams 
 
MAM Capitol Reception Luncheon, April 30 – 
Attention members of the Michigan Association of Mayors 
(MAM): the Annual MAM Capitol Reception Luncheon will be 
April 30, from 11:00 am to 1:00 pm at the State Capitol 
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Building. Come talk with your legislators and enjoy the 
company of fellow MAM members. For a listing of current MAM 
members, click here. To RSVP or to become a member of 
MAM contact Nikki Brown. 
 
Check Out a Regional Seminar Near You, 
Register Online Now! – Register online today for your 
Regional Education Seminar, Fridays April-June in locations 
statewide. For $25 and a short trip, you can learn the latest on 
topics particular to your region (details here), network and 
share in the Race for the Cup, Community Excellence Award. 
Seminar attendees will nominate an Award finalist to represent 
their region in the final round at the League's Annual 
Convention, Sept. 22-25, 2009 in Kalamazoo where one 
outstanding community will take home the Award Cup! 

Lathrup Village Moves On in the Race for the 
Cup – Who will you Vote For? Congratulations to the city of 
Lathrup Village for their nomination to the next round of the 
Community Excellence Award Race for the Cup! Lathrup was 
selected at the Region 1 Regional Education Seminar last 
week and will go on to represent its region in the final round at 
the League's Annual Convention, Sept. 22-25 in Kalamazoo. 
To join the spirited competition, register for your Regional 
Education Seminar today! 

Exceptional Service Award Call for Nominations 
– The League's Jim Sinclair Exceptional Service Award 
celebrates a person dedicated to public service who has shown 
passion and commitment to the League, enthusiastically 
supporting its mission and promoting its purpose. Submit your 
nominations by June 30, 2009. Click here for the nomination 
form. 
 
Leadership & Public Service Award Call for 
Nominations – The League's Michael A. Guido Leadership 
and Public Service Award celebrates a chief elected official 
who personifies professionalism and leadership, is dedicated to 
the citizens in their community and advocates on their behalf in 
Lansing and Washington, DC. Submit your nominations by 
June 30, 2009. Click here for the nomination form. 

This Place Matters Campaign – The National Trust for 
Historic Preservation started a national web-based photo 
campaign titled This Place Matters to start a national 
conversation about places that matter. People are encouraged 
to post photos and stories about places they feel are culturally 
or architecturally significant within their community. The 
campaign will run throughout 2009.  

Urban-Rural Connections Conference – On May 
13th, the League, in conjunction with the University of Michigan 
Graham Environmental Sustainability Institute, is sponsoring a 
conference on urban-rural collaboration and sustainability. The 
conference, to be held at the University of Michigan in Ann 
Arbor, will feature panel discussions and case-study breakout 
sessions. A reception is being held the evening before and will 

Conference  
May 19th, East Lansing 

Certified Records 
Manager (CRM) Exam 
Preparation  
April 15, Okemos 
 
The Legal and Technical 
Aspects of Compliance  
April 16, Lansing 
 
Urban-Rural Sustainability 
Connections 
May 12-13, Ann Arbor 

Form-Based Codes 201: 
Preparing a FBC - Design 
Considerations 
May 18-19, Lansing 

Local Government and the 
Courts  
June 10, Lansing 

Form-Based Codes 301: 
Completing, Adopting & 
Administering the Code 
July 13-14, Lansing 

Concrete Repair Seminar  
June 4, Marquette 

Regional Seminars 
Friday's April - June, 
Seven Locations 
Statewide (EOA)  

The League's Annual 
Convention 
Sept. 22-25, Kalamazoo 

Grants & Projects 

Diesel Emission Reduction 
Grants 
Apply by April 28th 

Local Bridge Programs 
Applications  
Apply by June 1 

Michigan Humanities 
Council Grants/Events 

MI Housing Community 
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feature Michael Shuman, author of the "The Small-Mart 
Revolution - How Local Businesses are Beating the Global 
Competition." Registration for the event is $50 if done by April 
20th. Contact: Arnold Weinfeld 

Looking for Other Issues or Past Legislative Link 
Issues? – Check out Inside 208 - the League advocacy blog 
- and use the search box to find past Link and Blog issues.

  

Development Funds 

Federal Brownfield 
Funding 

Related Links 

MI Legislature 

MI Senate 

MI House of Reps 

Resources 

 Federal Update  

  
NLC Award for Municipal Excellence Deadline 
Approaching – The deadline for nominations for the 
National League of Cities and CH2M HILL co-sponsored 
Awards for Municipal Excellence is fast approaching. 
Nominations must be submitted by May 1, 2009. Click here or 
visit the NLC website for contact and submittal information.  

Neighborhood Stabilization Program Funds Now 
Available – Last summer the U.S. Congress passed and the 
President signed into law legislation to help address the 
housing and foreclosure crisis. One of the programs 
established was the "Neighborhood Stabilization Program." 
Michigan's share of the funding is $263 million. The first wave 
of this funding has come through and has been allocated to 
entitlement communities. Now, additional funding is being 
made available on a competitive basis. The Michigan State 
Housing Development Authority is administering the program. 
Check out the MSHDA website for eligible activities and how to 
apply. Applications are due April 23rd. Contact: Arnold 
Weinfeld 

 

 

 Email Management  

 

The Michigan Municipal League respects your right to privacy.

Click here to unsubscribe. 

Click here to manage your Michigan Municipal League email 
subscription preferences. 

If you no longer wish to receive any type of email notice from 
the Michigan Municipal League, please click here. 

 

Michigan Municipal League, 1675 Green Road, Ann Arbor, MI 48105
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Paul Bueche 

Subject: Good News From Lansing

Page 1 of 2

4/20/2009

News From Lansing........ 
  
 Here is a quick update on more troubling news emerging from Lansing.   

  
State lawmakers return to Lansing on Monday following a two week break.  They will be facing a 
significant deficit in the current fiscal year's budget and the prospects for FY 2010 are increasingly grim.
  
According to the Senate Fiscal Agency, state revenues fell in March by a much steeper amount than 
officials had expected,. The total of $995 million of revenue Michigan took in during March was down 
by 17 percent from March 2008 and off by $125 million from the monthly estimate. 

For the 2008-09 fiscal year thus far, total revenues are down by 9.9 percent compared to the same time 
in the 2007-08 fiscal year.   The state has netted $6.9 billion. 

According to the SFA's figures, general fund revenues are down by some $200 million, while School 
Aid Fund revenues are down by $125 million. 

Leading the decline was the state's income tax which netted just $86.8 million in March, down 68.5 
percent from the year before.   The decline seemed to match the increase in the state's unemployment 
rate.  Gross collections totaled $630 million, down 13.1 percent, while refunds totaled $543.5 million, 
up 20.8 percent from the year before.   So far in 2008-09 the state has netted $2.16 billion in income 
taxes, down 15 percent.  

The sales tax was actually up by 3.9 percent for the month, however, for the year the tax has collected 
$2.52 billion, down 7.6 percent from the year.  

For the fourth consecutive month, the sales tax on motor vehicle sales was up over the previous year, 
collecting $75 million up 23.2 percent.   For the year, sales taxes collected on vehicles has netted $296 
million, up 12.7 percent. 

All other sales taxes were up by just 1.4 percent for the month from the year before. 

Among the state's other taxes only the insurance tax saw increased collections during March, up by 5.8 
percent, raising $14.7 million.   For the year thus far, however, the tax has raised $87.4 million, down by 
7.6 percent. 

The Michigan Business Tax raised $135.8 million in March.   Since the tax was new in 2008 there are 
no real collections to draw a comparison to, and officials are hoping that April's collections will prove 
fairly strong.   For the year thus far, the tax has raised $843.9 million. 

Among other major taxes, the use tax raised $98.3 million, down 6.7 percent (for the year it has raised 
$422.6 million, down 20.6 percent), the tobacco tax raised $77.7 million, down 7.2 percent (for the year 
it has raised $419 million, up by 2.1 percent), the real estate transfer tax has raised $6 million, down 52 
percent (for the year it has raised $44.9 million, down 41.9 percent) and the casino gaming tax raised 
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$9.7 million, down 14.2 percent (for the year it has raised $47.8 million, down 13.9 percent).

GOVERNOR PREPARES EXECUTIVE ORDER ON CURRENT YEAR BUDGET 

Following a conference call of the so-called "Leadership Quadrant" yesterday (The Governor, together 
with the leaders of the four legislative caucuses), Administration and legislative leaders are looking at 
$780 million in total adjustments for the current FY 2009 budget using both the addition of federal 
stimulus money and spending cuts. The Governor has proposed beginning the process of reducing the 
budget with an executive order that would cut some $80 million. Legislators are working on lists of cuts 
deeper than that for discussion at the next quadrant meeting next week. 

Meanwhile, Senate Republicans have been looking at what could be done if the state cut as much as 15 
percent from the current budget, or about $1.4 billion from general fund spending, but one Senate GOP 
source doubted such a plan could be accomplished. 

The state has already adopted one executive order in December cutting more than $100 million from the 
2008-09 budget.   Revenues, however, continue to plunge as the state's unemployment rate climbs - 
reaching 12.6 percent in March.   Since the January Revenue Estimating Conference, revenues have 
fallen by more than than $100 million per month from the forecast total. 

A level of adjustments totaling $780 million to $800 million would be made both with stimulus funds 
and spending cuts, though how much would be cut remains uncertain. The $80 million that Ms. 
Granholm suggested be used as a beginning point includes $30 million in proposed reductions the House 
has passed in a negative supplemental shortly before the spring break.  Unknown, at this point is where 
the cuts would come. 

The largest part of the negative supplemental was actually $16.7 million swap of federal stimulus funds 
for child support incentive payments covered by general funds.  

Other money came from programs that typically lapse extra funds over the years, as well as savings 
from not implementing a subsidized foster care guardianship program.  

House Speaker Andy Dillon (D-Redford Twp.) said the cuts presented to the quadrant seemed to be 
agreeable to all parties, but that officials are working on adding more cuts to the executive order. 

Page 2 of 2
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Paul Bueche 

From: Michigan Municipal League [nbrown@mml.org]
Sent: Tuesday, April 21, 2009 2:01 PM
To: Paul Bueche
Subject: MML Legislative Link 4-21-09
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 Stimulus Funding Update Subscribe to the Link.

The Buzz  

2,000th Recovery 
Transportation Project 
Approved 
NLC.org 

What's New  

Complaints about 
Michigan Business Tax 
Reach Lansing 
Lawmakers 

MI Needs Will Linger After 
Obamabucks Are Gone 

Timebank Wins Honors for 
Lathrup Village 
 
Video: Meet Freshman 
Rep. Lesia Liss 

Exceptional Service Award 
Call for Nominations  
Submit by June 30 
 
Leadership & Public 
Service Award Call for 
Nominations 
Submit by June 30 
 
League’s New PA 312 
Webpage 

Save the Date 

   
Midwest Coalition Seeks High-Speed Rail Funds 
– The governors of eight Midwest states, including Michigan, 
and the mayor of the City of Chicago are seeking funding 
through the federal American Recovery and Reinvestment Act 
for development of high-speed rail corridors. In a letter to 
Transportation Secretary LaHood, the governors and Mayor 
Daley, outlined the major elements of the rail initiative which 
includes the deployment of modern, high speed train 
equipment; using 3,000 miles of existing rights of way to 
connect rural, small urban and metropolitan areas; and 
operation of a hub and spoke rail passenger system through 
Chicago with service throughout the Midwest. In Michigan the 
rail line would run from Chicago to Detroit and Pontiac. 
Contact: Arnold Weinfeld 

Other Stimulus Information – Visit the League's 
Economic Stimulus webpage, the Michigan's recovery website, 
or the federal recovery website frequently for information on 
stimulus programs of interest to Michigan communities. 

 State Affairs Update  

  
MITA Construction Ads for Municipalities – For 
many years, when a municipality needed to seek bids for 
transportation projects, they would use the Michigan Contractor 
& Builder Magazine (MC&B). After April 20, 2009, the MC&B 
will cease to exist, making it more difficult to find opportunities 
to get the best bid for road, bridge, water, and sewer projects. 
To assist with this, MITA has started a new website and project 
bid program - called MITA-ADS. The MITA Advertisements for 
Bids website is available free of charge at this time for 
counties, municipalities, and private owners to advertise 
infrastructure projects (road, bridge, RR, sewer, water, utility, 
site work, etc.). The website is open to all potential bidders and 
will provide registered users an e-mail notification when new 
projects are posted. Visit Inside 208 for additional information. 
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Contact: Dave Worthams 

Risk Managing the Stimulus Projects – The League 
has been participating in meetings with the Michigan 
Department of Transportation (MDOT), the Federal Highway 
Administration (FHWA), and the County Road Association of 
Michigan (CRAM) to discuss a Congressional requirement for 
federal stimulus transportation projects. Language in the 
federal act requires that FHWA implement stronger risk 
management oversight plans for these projects. They are 
planning to work with MDOT to extend that oversight to local 
projects as well. FHWA has prepared a draft management plan 
stating local road agencies who are receiving stimulus dollars 
can expect, among other things: the number of project billing 
reviews to increase, the number of quality control inspections 
to increase (most without prior notice), and an increased 
review of local project engineer estimates. Please review this 
draft plan and provide League staff your feedback by May 1, 
2009. Contact: Dave Worthams  

Video: Freshman 1st Impressions - Meet State 
Rep. Liss – Click here for a League interview with freshman 
State Rep. Lesia Liss (D-Warren)! In the video, Liss talks about 
her commitment to improving healthcare in Michigan, her vision 
to attract talent to the state and her commitment to remaining 
transparent throughout her career.  

Allegan Advances in the '09 Race for the Cup – 
Congratulations to the city of Allegan for its nomination to the 
next round of the Community Excellence Award Race for the 
Cup! Allegan was selected at the Region 2 Regional Education 
Seminar last week and will go on to represent its region in the 
final round at the League's Annual Convention. Share in the 
Race for the Cup by registering online today for your Regional 
Seminar (Friday's April-June in five locations statewide), where 
you'll also find networking opportunities and learn the latest on 
topics particular to your region. Seminar attendees will 
nominate an Award finalist to represent their region in the final 
round at the League's Annual Convention, Sept. 22-25, 2009 in 
Kalamazoo where one outstanding community will take home 
the Award Cup!  
 
MAM Capitol Reception Luncheon, April 30 – 
Attention members of the Michigan Association of Mayors 
(MAM): the Annual MAM Capitol Reception Luncheon will be 
April 30, from 11:00 am to 1:00 pm at the State Capitol 
Building. Come talk with your legislators and enjoy the 
company of fellow MAM members. For a listing of current MAM 
members, click here. To RSVP or to become a member of 
MAM contact Nikki Brown. 
 
This Place Matters Campaign – The National Trust for 
Historic Preservation started a national web-based photo 
campaign titled This Place Matters to start a national 
conversation about places that matter. People are encouraged 
to post photos and stories about places they feel are culturally 
or architecturally significant within their community. The 
campaign will run throughout 2009.  

MAM Capitol Reception 
April 30, Lansing 

2009 Asset Management 
Conference  
May 19th, East Lansing 
 
Urban-Rural Sustainability 
Connections 
May 12-13, Ann Arbor 

Form-Based Codes 201: 
Preparing a FBC - Design 
Considerations 
May 18-19, Lansing 

Local Government and the 
Courts  
June 10, Lansing 

Form-Based Codes 301: 
Completing, Adopting & 
Administering the Code 
July 13-14, Lansing 

Concrete Repair Seminar  
June 4, Marquette 

Regional Seminars 
Friday's April - June, 
Seven Locations 
Statewide (EOA)  

The League's Annual 
Convention 
Sept. 22-25, Kalamazoo 

Grants & Projects 

Wood Energy Preliminary 
Assessment Grants 

Diesel Emission Reduction 
Grants 
Apply by April 28th 

Local Bridge Programs 
Applications  
Apply by June 1 

Michigan Humanities 
Council Grants/Events 

MI Housing Community 
Development Funds 
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Urban-Rural Connections Conference – On May 
13th, the League, in conjunction with the University of Michigan 
Graham Environmental Sustainability Institute, is sponsoring a 
conference on urban-rural collaboration and sustainability. The 
conference, to be held at the University of Michigan in Ann 
Arbor, will feature panel discussions and case-study breakout 
sessions. A reception is being held the evening before and will 
feature Michael Shuman, author of the "The Small-Mart 
Revolution - How Local Businesses are Beating the Global 
Competition." Registration for the event is $50 if done by April 
20th. Contact: Arnold Weinfeld 

Looking for Other Issues or Past Legislative Link 
Issues? – Check out Inside 208 - the League advocacy blog 
- and use the search box to find past Link and Blog issues.

  

Federal Brownfield 
Funding 

Related Links 

MI Legislature 

MI Senate 

MI House of Reps 

Resources 

 Federal Update  

  
Neighborhood Stabilization Program Funds Now 
Available – Last summer the U.S. Congress passed and the 
President signed into law legislation to help address the 
housing and foreclosure crisis. One of the programs 
established was the "Neighborhood Stabilization Program." 
Michigan's share of the funding is $263 million. The first wave 
of this funding has come through and has been allocated to 
entitlement communities. Now, additional funding is being 
made available on a competitive basis. The Michigan State 
Housing Development Authority is administering the program. 
Check out the MSHDA website for eligible activities and how to 
apply. Applications are due April 23rd. Contact: Arnold 
Weinfeld 

Pandemic Influenza Preparedness – The U.S. 
Department of Health and Human Services has announced 
that it will hold a pandemic influenza preparedness webcast 
focusing on state-based public health planning on April 29. 
There has been an unprecedented effort to coordinate 
pandemic influenza planning on Federal, State and local levels. 
To learn more about State-based public health pandemic 
planning accomplishments and efforts to overcome current 
challenges, a webcast is being held on Wednesday April 29th 
at 2pm. Click here to participate. Registration is not required. 
Contact: Arnold Weinfeld 

Climate Change/Energy Reform Discussions to 
Begin – The U.S. House Democrats have released a 
discussion draft on the American Clean Energy and Security 
Act. The legislation calls for reducing greenhouse gas 
emissions, and establishes a renewable portfolio standard of 
25% by 2025. Other items include carbon capture and 
sequestration technologies, low-carbon fuels, plug-in electric 
vehicles, a smart grid and energy efficiency standards for new 
buildings. The bill will be something to watch in light of 
legislation recently adopted in Michigan and other states 
regarding renewable portfolio standards. Contact: Arnold 
Weinfeld 

NLC Award for Municipal Excellence Deadline 
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Approaching – The deadline for nominations for the 
National League of Cities and CH2M HILL co-sponsored 
Awards for Municipal Excellence is fast approaching. 
Nominations must be submitted by May 1, 2009. Click here or 
visit the NLC website for contact and submittal information. 

 
 Email Management  

 

The Michigan Municipal League respects your right to privacy.

Click here to unsubscribe. 

Click here to manage your Michigan Municipal League email 
subscription preferences. 

If you no longer wish to receive any type of email notice from 
the Michigan Municipal League, please click here. 

 

Michigan Municipal League, 1675 Green Road, Ann Arbor, MI 48105
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E R O S T I O  E T  I P S U M 
Olorem qui tatum veliquisl iril inisim quisismod digna augue 
er ad tio doloborodipsum aut luptat iliquis numsandit lut 
adipisi. Ud te dit at venisci nciniat, conum zzrit vulputat 
non eratio erostio et ipsum exeriurer alit autatummy nullan 
ullutate dolobor sustrud te dolore feugait am digna feui bla 
commolobore 
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ate dolobor sustrud te dolore 

E R O S T I O  E T  I P S U M
Olorem qui tatum veliquisl iril inisim quisismod digna augue 
er ad tio doloborodipsum aut luptat iliquis numsandit lut 
adipisi. Ud te dit at venisci nciniat, conum zzrit vulputat non 
eratio erostio et ipsum exeriurer alit autatummy nullan ullut-
ate dolobor sustrud te dolore 

E R O S T I O  E T  I P S U M 
Olorem qui tatum veliquisl iril inisim quisismod digna augue 
er ad tio doloborodipsum aut luptat iliquis numsandit lut 
adipisi. Ud te dit at venisci nciniat, conum zzrit vulputat 
non eratio erostio et ipsum exeriurer alit autatummy nullan 
ullutate dolobor sustrud te dolore feugait am digna feui bla 
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er ad tio doloborodipsum aut luptat iliquis numsandit lut 
adipisi. Ud te dit at venisci nciniat, conum zzrit vulputat non 

We recommend accessing the Mott Community 
College campus from Robert T. Longway 
Boulevard via Horrigan Drive. The Regional 
Technology Center is the second drive on your left, 
off Horrigan Drive.

X

C U R R E N T  Z O N I N G  I S S U E S
This community education session will focus on four 
zoning topics on the minds of many communities. You 
are not alone!

1.  Wind Energy
With increased interest in both industrial and 
home-scale wind generation, this session will 
discuss the impact of last year’s State Energy Bill, 
the potential for government preemption of local 
regulation, and review zoning ordinance language 
drafted by Michigan State University Extension. 

2.  Digital Signs
As they become more common, local communities 
are reviewing their sign regulations as they relate to 
digital signs. This session will review the key issues 
related to digital signs and alternative strategies to 
address them. 

3.  Medical Marijuana
In many communities across Michigan, law 
enforcement officials are calling for zoning 
regulations to address marijuana dispensaries like 
those operating in California. This session will 
discuss California’s experience with marijuana 
dispensaries and the potential for creation of such 
facilities in Michigan.

C H A N G E  A F F E C T S 
L O C A L  Z O N I N G
Changes in the economy, technology, and state law 
present challenges to local communities. Planners 
from ROWE Professional Services Company will 
discuss some of those challenges and identify 
potential approaches to address them.

J O I N  U S
Date:  Wednesday, April 29, 2009
Time:  7:00 - 9:00 p.m.
Presented by: Planner Doug Piggott, AICP, PCP
Location: Mott Community College 
Regional Technology Center - MTEC
1401 E. Court Street, Flint (see adjacent map)

This program is free of charge.
Refreshments will be provided.
Space is limited. Please RSVP no later than 
Wednesday, April 22, 2009 to Stacy: 
SMcIntosh@rowepsc.com or (810) 341-7500.

If you have questions regarding the program, contact 
Doug Piggott at the phone number above.

4.  Adaptive Reuse
As local commercial and industrial centers 
feel the impact of our current economic 
downturn, property owners will be looking for 
unconventional ways to fill vacant buildings and 
store fronts. How flexible should your zoning 
ordinance be in allowing for new uses of existing 
facilities?

W H O  S H O U L D  A T T E N D
The program will be of most interest to:

Planning commissioners; •
Local elected officials; •
Local government administrators; and •
Community planners. •

U P C O M I N G  T R A I N I N G  S E S S I O N
Please mark your calendars for ROWE’s 
Fall Training Session tentatively scheduled for 
October 28, 2009. 

ROWE brings these free educational programs to you 
biannually.
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