
City of Swartz Creek 
AGENDA 

Regular Council Meeting, Monday July 8, 2013  7:00 P.M. 
City Hall Building, 8083 Civic Drive Swartz Creek, Michigan 48473 

 
 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER: 
 
2. INVOCATION AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 
 
3. ROLL CALL: 
 
4. MOTION TO APPROVE MINUTES: 
 4A. Regular Council Meeting of June 24, 2013    MOTION Pg. 6, 8-14 
  
5. APPROVE AGENDA 
 5A.  Proposed / Amended Agenda      MOTION Pg. 6 
   
6. REPORTS & COMMUNICATIONS: 

6A. City Manager’s Report (Agenda Item)     MOTION Pg. 6, 2-5 
 6B. Monthly DPW Report         Pg. 15-19 
 6C. Monthly Check Ledger         Pg. 20-23 
 6D. Sidewalk – Concrete Repair Bids (Agenda Item)      Pg. 24-39 
 6E. Utility Bill Office Processing Purchase (Agenda Item)     Pg. 40-48 
 6F. City Manager Special Report, Finances & Deficits (Agenda Item)    Pg. 49-75 
 6G. City Owned Vacant Properties, Disposition (Agenda Item)    Pg. 76-81 
 6H. GM-SPO Tax Calculations (Agenda Item)      Pg. 82-83 
 6I. Obituary Notice, John Snell, Retired Police Officer     Pg. 84 
 6J. MI-LCC Notice, Meijer SDD Cancellation      Pg. 85 
 6K. County WWS Annual Water Quality Report      Pg. 86-89 
 6L. County MPO Draft CAPER Plan        CD 
 
7. MEETING OPENED TO THE PUBLIC: 

7A. General Public Comments 
 
8. COUNCIL BUSINESS: 

8A. Sidewalk Repair & Concrete Bids     RESO.  Pg. 7, 24-39 
8B. Office Equipment, Replacement      RESO.  Pg. 7, 40-48 
8C. 2013-2014 FY, Council Report Finances & Deficit   DISC.  Pg. 49-75 
8D. City Owned Vacant Properties      DISC.  Pg. 76-81 
8E. Meijer Community Donation      DISC.  Pg.  

 
9. MEETING OPENED TO THE PUBLIC:   

 
10. REMARKS BY COUNCILMEMBERS: 
 
11. EXECUTIVE SESSION 
  11A. GM-SPO Tax Appeal       MOTION Pg. 7, 82-83 
 
12. ADJOURNMENT:        MOTION 
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City of Swartz Creek 
CITY MANAGER’S REPORT 

Regular Council Meeting of Monday July 8, 2013  7:00 P.M. 
 

TO:  Honorable Mayor, Mayor Pro-Tem & Council Members 
FROM: PAUL BUECHE // City Manager 
DATE:   5-July-2013 
 

OLD / ROUTINE BUSINESS – REVISITED ISSUES / PROJECTS 
 

 MAJOR STREET FUND, TRAFFIC IMPROVEMENTS (See Individual Category) 
 MORRISH ROAD BRIDGE PROJECT (Status) 

The Morrish Road Bridge Project, the last remaining project funded in the 2011-
2014 TIP, is underway.  The project is a bit behind schedule, but I believe we built 
enough leeway to allow for a completion date before school starts.  The lighting is 
still an unresolved issue.  Consumer’s Energy offers no good solutions for products.  
They suggest we seek a private retailer.  I’m talking with our engineers to put this 
portion on hold by installing only the conduit at this time.  We can come back later 
and place lighting after we have time to explore all options.  Cost estimates, using 
the lowest bid return, are as follows: 

 

Morrish Road Bridge Deck Project (Summer, 2013) 
Constr Total Constr City Match P.E. C.E. Total City Match Project Total 

$425,453 $36,957* $29,589 $70,931 $137,477 $525,973 
*Includes Enhancements & Walk-Way / Does Not Include Lighting (4) 

 
 2013-2014 FISCAL YEAR BUDGET, GM TAX APPEAL (Discussion) 

Included with tonight’s agenda is an analysis of our finances including long-term 
structural deficit and options.  Mr. Gildner will be present to talk about options and 
answer questions.  In addition, I need a bit of direction from the Council on the GM-
SPO Tax Appeal.  We are at a crossroads wherein we need to make some decisions.  
I have set this portion for an executive session based on strategy. 
 

May 13th:    Draft Presentation, Discussion, Set Public Hearing. 
May 28th: Public Hearing, Discussion, Set Levy 
June 10th: Adopt Budget, Set 2013-2014 Meeting Schedule, 

Year End Fiscal Adjustments & Discussion  
July 8th: Exploration of Structural Deficit Concerns 
July – September: Explore & Craft Solutions For Long Term Structural Deficit 

Concerns 
 

 WATER – SEWER ISSUES PENDING (See Individual Category) 
 REHABILITATION PROGRAM (Status) 

Pending creation of a new plan for continuation of the Rehabilitation Program. 
 BEAR CREEK SANITARY SEWER AGREEMENT (Status) 

As the Council is aware, some of the elected positions have changed in Gaines 
Township.  I’m going to let this sit a bit longer to allow the new board to acclimate 
before addressing it.  The County WWS has it on their radar and may push in the 
near future to reach a resolve.   

 KWA (Status) 
Pending 
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 MARATHON REDEVELOPMENT PROJECT (Status) 
The Council selected the Biggby Project at the Special Meeting of February 20, 2012.  
Here is the revised schedule: 

 

   RFP Issued:    September 8, 2011 
   RFP Response Deadline:   November 1, 2011 @ 4:00 p.m. 

Presentations by Invitation:  February 2, 2012 
   Council Selection:   February 20, 2012 
   Purchase Agreement:   June, 2012 
   Planning Commission Site Plan:  TBD, 2013 
   Building Demo:    October, 2012 

UST Removal:    December, 2012  
Property Closing:    July, 2013 

   Commence Construction:   T.B.D. 
 

Closing has been scheduled for July 10th.  The property has been graded, seeded and 
looks great.  The coffee shop plans are still undecided as of now.  I’ll keep the Council 
posted on developments. 
 

 PERSONNEL:  POLICIES & PROCEDURES (Status) 
Pending. 

 
 CITY PROPERTY, 4438 MORRISH ROAD (Status) 

We’ll look at a disposition for the house at 4438 Morrish in the spring. 
 

 LABOR CONTRACTS, SHARED SERVICES, BUILDING DEPARTMENT (Status) 
The POLC, AFSCME, Supervisor, Assessor, Zoning Administrator and Part-Time 
Police Officers have been settled.  The remaining loose ends are the building 
inspector’s employment agreement, which in part is addressed in the Shared Services 
Study and the City Manager contract.  Mundy Township has officially offered its 
commitments to perform building services for the City and Flint Township.  We 
continue to look into the building services consolidation.   

 
 FIRE DEPARTMENT: CONTRACT, COST RECOVERY & APPARATUS (Status) 

I am back meeting with the Township on the contract.  Using the 2006 agreement with 
changes as a base, we may be able to make something work.  On the tail of this is the 
proposed apparatus purchase.  The committee from the Township tells me they have 
an issue with the upgraded vehicle proposed by the fire department.  They believe the 
projected price for the Pierce equipment is too much and is in conflict with the 2008 
Fire Evaluation.  I’ll keep the Council informed on developments. 

 
 SPRINGBROOK EAST & HERITAGE S.A.D. – VACANT LOTS (Discussion) 

A couple of items remain; accept the streets into our Act #51 Street System and the 17 
vacant lots the City owns.  The street acceptance process is a bit lengthy insofar as 
legal steps required assuring a proper transfer.  Mr. Figura has prepared the 
paperwork on this end.  There are several steps the Associations need to complete 
before we can begin our process.  They have attorneys that are preparing documents 
for the transfer.  On the vacant lots, I have a flurry of interest in purchasing them.  I 
would like to discuss options with the Council for direction before I begin preparing 
paperwork. 
 

 MEIJER, TRAFFIC SIGNAL, COMMUNITY DONATION (Discussion) 
We’re reconciling final invoices and when finished, I’ll drop a copy in the packet for 
review.  On the Meijer Community Donation, I have a solution that I wish to run by the 
Council.  I’ve set the matter for a short discussion (if there’s such a thing). 
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 MI-LCC PENDING LICENSES (See Individual Category) 

 CLASS “C” NEW, 8013 MILLER, MONTINI (Status) 
The Council has referred this to the Planning Commission.  The request needs 
review as it may be a significant change of use and accompanies a request for 
outdoor sales.  The applicant, via his attorney, has been informed that they need a 
formal submission.  As of yet, they have not filed with the City. 

 NEW SDM & SDD, 4141 MORRISH ROAD, MEIJER INC.  (Status) 
The SDM has been issued.  The new Resort SDD application that Meijer had 
requested from the state has been rescinded at Meijer’ request.  Conversation with 
them indicates they have entered into an agreement with a local licensee to 
purchase an existing one.   

 CLASS “C” TRANSFER, 6104 MILLER, KENDRA LLC  (Status) 
The MI-LCC has approved the transfer to  

 
 I-69 MORRISH ROAD BRIDGE REPAIR, FLOOD RELIEF GRANT (Status) 

We have been awarded a $30,000 grant from the State’s Emergency Management 
Division from the damage that occurred during the May 4th 2012 flood.  Work has been 
completed by the contractor, Zeller & Sons Contracting, at the bid cost of $27,000.  As 
soon as final invoicing is in we will submit for reimbursement under the grant. 

 
 MPSC COMPLAINT, FRONTIER v CITY (Status) 

I met with Frontier in late January, the meeting being quite positive.  They will be 
formerly addressing the Council on several matters either late this month or first of 
July.  In the meantime, they continue to repair poor workmanship locations in the 
overhead infrastructure.  I’ll keep the Council posted on developments. 

 
 MI-DEQ SCRAP TIRE GRANT (Status) 

The Council approved the application to the MI-DEQ for a 50% construction cost grant 
for public paving improvements that use recycled scrap tires in the asphalt process.  
We are looking at our parking lots, being Public Safety Building and the north alley lot 
behind Hank & Don’s, as a test.  The estimated total project costs are $322,000 of 
which the City’s match would be $182,000 (includes design and construction 
engineering).  We’ve made it past the initial application process and have been invited 
to continue in the process.  On another note, if the grant works, then it may be 
something to look at for paving some of the local streets in the future. 

 
 FARMERS MARKET (Status) 

Underway.  After a month or so in operation, I’ll have Mr. Mattson report on the 
progress. 

 
 EVIP COMPETITIVE GRANT ASSISTANCE PROGRAM  (Status) 

As we discussed a couple of meetings ago, we are looking at this grant source for the 
development of the Bristol Road property into a sports complex, with the schools.  Lou 
has advised Rowe can do the application for $1,200.  We’re going to proceed forward 
on the outside chance that funds may be available.  I’ll keep the Council posted on 
developments. 

 
 PARK RESERVATION REQUEST, ART GUILD (Status) 

The Swartz Creek Art Guild, represented by Mr. Chuck Jackson, has requested to 
reserve all of Elms Park on Saturday September 13th and Sunday September 14th 
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2014, to hold a fundraiser arts & crafts show for the guild.  The matter is under review 
by the Park Board and the staff.  A recommendation will be back before the Council in 
the near future. 

 
NEW BUSINESS / PROJECTED ISSUES & PROJECTS 
 

 SIDEWALK REPAIR & CONCRETE BIDS (Resolution) 
We went to sealed bid for sidewalk and general concrete repairs, with five returns.  
The contractor on the last bed decided that he did not want the job as he had 
assumed all the repairs were grouped together.  By the time we discovered this, it 
was too late to go to the next bid as work schedules had already been set.  We 
formed a new list over the last several moths with bids due Friday July 5th.  The low 
bid was Badgley Construction at a $1.25 less per square foot than the next lowest.  
I have a resolution to accept included with tonight’s agenda. 

 
 OFFICE PURCHASE & APPROPRIATION (Resolution) 

The processing system we use to print utility bills, among other items, has 
developed a terminal condition wherein the expense associated with repairs 
exceeds its innate value, with no guarantee.  The office staff spent a month or so 
evaluating and obtaining quotes for different systems.  When they chose a potential 
model, we had one brought in for trial purposes.  We have options to purchase or 
lease, the purchase being a better way as it saves interest.   

 
 
Council Questions, Inquiries, Requests and Comments 
   

 Additional Lighting, Miller – Fairchild Intersection.  We are back trying to get a review 
by Consumers Energy. 

 High School Arts Center, Construction Debris.  Still working at getting the yard cleaned 
up.  I’ll keep the Council posted. 

 Condition of Construction Zone at High School.  We continue to work with the school 
administration to clean the grounds up some.  We have made some progress, but for 
reasons that are unclear, they seem reluctant to do it all.  We’ll keep at them. 

 Parkridge Parkway “No Parking Signs”.  They are missing in the back phase near 
Hickory Lane.  We are working to replace them. 

 Raubinger Bridge Construction Warning Signs.  We checked the signs and found they 
are actually warning signs for an out of formula grade at the rail crossing.  A casual 
glance at the pictorial type sign is definitely confusing. 

 Deteriorated Grain Elevator Building, Morrish at CNA Crossing.  Pending.   
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City of Swartz Creek 
RESOLUTIONS  

Regular Council Meeting, Monday July 8, 2013  7:00 P.M. 
 
 
 
 
Resolution No. 130708-4A MINUTES – JUNE 24, 2013 

 
Motion by Councilmember: ________________ 

 
I Move the Swartz Creek City Council approve the Minutes of the Regular Council 
Meeting held Monday June 24, 2013, to be circulated and placed on file. 

 
Second by Councilmember: _______________ 

 
Voting For:_______________________________________________________ 
Voting Against: ___________________________________________________  

 
 
 
Resolution No. 130708-5A AGENDA APPROVAL 
 

Motion by Councilmember: ________________ 
 
I Move the Swartz Creek City Council approve the Agenda as presented / printed / 
amended for the Regular Council Meeting of July 8, 2013, to be circulated and placed 
on file. 
 
Second by Councilmember: _______________ 

 
Voting For: ______________________________________________________ 
Voting Against: ___________________________________________________ 

 
 
 
Resolution No. 130708-6A CITY MANAGER’S REPORT 

 
 Motion by Councilmember: ________________ 

 
I Move the Swartz Creek City Council approve the City Manager’s Report of July 8, 
2013, to be circulated and placed on file. 
  
Second by Councilmember: _______________ 

 
Voting For: ______________________________________________________ 
Voting Against: ___________________________________________________ 
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Resolution No. 130708-8A SIDEWALK REPAIR & CONCRETE BID AWARD & 
APPROPRIATION 

 
 Motion by Councilmember: ________________ 

 
I Move the City of Swartz Creek accept the low bid of Badgley Construction, Swartz 
Creek Michigan, for the repair of sidewalks and other concrete work, low bid amounts 
being: 4” @ $4.25 sf, 6” @ $5.15 sf, 8” @ $6.10 sf, and further, direct the staff to 
prepare and execute  the City’s standard contractor agreement .  Be it further resolved 
that the City direct the staff to recover costs associated with sidewalk repairs in 
accordance with the City’s assessment code.   
  
Second by Councilmember: _______________ 

 
Voting For: ______________________________________________________ 
Voting Against: ___________________________________________________ 

 
 
Resolution No. 130708-8B APPROPRIATION, REPLACE UTILITY BILLING – 

PRINTING SYSTEM 
 

 Motion by Councilmember: ________________ 
 
I Move the City of Swartz Creek appropriate an amount not to exceed $4,262 plus 
15% contingency, to Brady Business Systems of Grand Blanc Michigan, the low 
qualified quote, for the purchase of a Cannon Runner Advance Model #C2225 printing 
system, the expense being the replacement of an existing system that failed due to 
age, primary use purpose being the printing of utility bills.  Be it further directed that 
ledger entry for expenses be booked in appropriate funds consistent with the use. 
  
Second by Councilmember: _______________ 

 
Voting For: ______________________________________________________ 
Voting Against: ___________________________________________________ 

 
 
Resolution No. 130708-11A EXECUTIVE SESSION, LITIGATION STRATGEGY, GM-

SPO TAX APPEAL 
 

 Motion by Councilmember: ________________ 
 
I Move the Swartz Creek City, at the request of the City Manager and in accordance 
with the Open Meetings Act; enter into Executive Session for the purpose of 
discussing strategy related to the City’s pending GM-SPO Tax Appeal. 

 
Second by Councilmember: _______________ 

 
Voting For: ______________________________________________________ 
Voting Against: ___________________________________________________ 
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City of Swartz Creek 
Regular Council Meeting Minutes  

Of the Meeting Held 
Tuesday June 24, 2013  7:00 P.M. 

 
CITY OF SWARTZ CREEK 

SWARTZ CREEK, MICHIGAN 
MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING 

DATE 6/24/2013 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:02 p.m. by Mayor Krueger in the Swartz Creek City 
Council Chambers, 8083 Civic Drive. 
 
Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 
 
Councilmember’s Present:  Abrams, Gilbert, Hicks, Krueger, Shumaker. 
 
Councilmember’s Absent:   Hurt, Porath. 
 
Staff Present: City Manager Paul Bueche, Deputy Clerk Deanna Korth, 

Chief of Police Rick Clolinger, Lt. Matt Bade. 
  
Others Present: Boot Abrams, Ed Benning, Tommy Butler, Sharon 

Shumaker, , Larry Cummings, Jim Florence, Bob Plumb 
Ron Schultz, Mike Messer. 

 
Resolution No. 130624-01       (Carried) 
 

Motion by Mayor Pro Tem Abrams 
Second by Councilmember Shumaker 

  
 I Move the Swartz Creek City Council excuse the absence of Councilmember Hurt he 

is on vacation and Councilmember Porath  excuse his absence last meeting and this 
meeting due to work. 

 
  YES:  Abrams, Gilbert, Hicks, Krueger, Shumaker. 
  NO: None.  Motion Declared Carried. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
 Resolution No. 130624-02       (Carried) 
 

Motion by Mayor Pro Tem Abrams 
  Second by Councilmember Gilbert 
 

I Move the Swartz Creek City Council hereby approve the Minutes of the Regular 
Council Meeting, held Monday , June 10, 2013 as corrected to be circulated and 
placed on file. 

 

8



YES: Gilbert, Hicks, Krueger, Shumaker, Abrams. 
 NO:   None.  Motion Declared Carried. 

 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
  

Resolution No. 130624-03       (Carried) 
       

Motion by Councilmember Shumaker 
Second by Councilmember Gilbert 
 

I Move the Swartz Creek City Council approves the Agenda, for the Regular Council 
Meeting of June 24, 2013, to be circulated and placed on file. 
 

YES: Hicks, Krueger, Shumaker, Abrams, Gilbert. 
NO: None.  Motion Declared Carried.  
 

REPORTS AND COMMUNICATIONS: 
 
City Manager’s Report 
 
  Resolution No. 130624-04       (Carried) 
 

 Motion by Councilmember Hicks 
Second by Mayor Pro Tem Abrams 
 

 I Move the Swartz Creek City Council approve the City Manager’s Report of June 24, 
2013, to be circulated and placed on file. 

  
YES: Krueger, Shumaker, Abrams, Gilbert, Hicks. 
NO: None.  Motion Declared Carried.  

  
All other reports and communications were accepted and placed on file.  
 
MEETING OPENED TO THE PUBLIC: 
 
Chief Rick Clolinger, Lt. Matt Bade          Presentation 
 
Chief Rick Clolinger introduced our new Lt. Matt Bade. Chief commented that Matt Bade 
started two weeks ago and was head and shoulders over all the other ten applicants. He has 
a great educational background and investigations experience. He retired from the Burton 
Police Dept. with 24 years of service.  
 
Lt. Matt Bade introduced himself and he comes from a police family. He is very happy to be 
here and said the community is very welcoming.  He is looking forward to his career with the 
city and thanked council for having him.  
 
County WWS-KWA, Jeff Wright           Presentation 
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Jeff Wright updated council on the Karagnondi Water Authority.  He wanted to let council 
know that there is a groundbreaking ceremony Friday June 28, 2013 at the site, for the 1 ½ 
mile long pipe that is going out into the lake. An increase depends on how much Detroit 
continues raising its rates, but an approximate increase of $4.00-$6.00 per 1,000 cubic feet 
per month for average homeowner is currently projected.  
 
Mr. Ed Benning, MTA Director       Presentation 
 
Mayor Pro Tem Abrams commented that Mr. Benning was invited to meeting per his request, 
and introduced him to the council. 
 
Mr. Ed Benning commented that MTA and Swartz Creek’s partnership goes back into the 
80’s. Mr. Benning introduced Mike Messer, Service Center Manager at Miller Rd. Your ride 
service provides approximately 4000 trips monthly in this community. Public transit is growing 
substantially. Mr. Benning invited everyone for a tour if interested.  Mike Messer announced 
that as of June 17th they increased shuttle service in the Swartz Creek area,  
 
 
Boot Abrams, 5352 Greenleaf Dr., presented the City with a check for $300.00 towards the 
flowers for the downtown beautification from the Swartz Creek Women’s Club.  
 
Jim Florence, 4296 Springbrook Dr., President of the Swartz Creek Senior Center, 
commented that he would like to see collaboration with MTA for transportation for the seniors 
so the senior centers would not need to have buses.  
 
5 Minute Break 
 
COUNCIL BUSIINESS: 
 
COUNTY TREASURER’ AGREEMENT, ACQUIRE TAX REVERTED PROPERTY #58- 
03-576-014 
 

Resolution No. 130624-05                (Carried) 
 

Motion by Councilmember Gilbert 
Second by Councilmember Hicks 

 
WHEREAS, on June 10, 2013 at a public meeting, the Swartz Creek City Council 
reviewed the staff recommendation to acquire parcel #58-03-576-014, the parcel being 
a Genesee County Treasurers’ tax reverted property currently under foreclosure; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City Council finds that a public purpose exists for the acquisition of the 
property, purpose being that the lot is an “out-lot” and unbuildable as defined by City 
Ordinance, its dimensions being ±20’ frontage x ±150’ depth, and further, acquisition of 
the lot would allow for access to public utilities from undeveloped properties along the 
north side of West Hill Road West of Seymour; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City Council approved the acquisition process to obtain the lot, 
excerpts from the official record of minutes as follows:  
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TAX REVERTED PROPERTIES  
       
City Manager Paul Bueche opened the discussion with there are twelve properties that 
we can acquire for three years back taxes, three houses and nine vacant parcels. One 
of the parcels is on Hill Rd. which could allow us a future access point to a sewer line.  
Mr. Bueche feels this parcel is the only one that has public purpose. The back taxes on 
this parcel are $971.00. 
    

  Resolution No. 130610-11     (Carried) 
    

Motion by Mayor Pro Tem Abrams 
 Second by Councilmember Hicks. 
 

I Move the Swartz Creek City Council initiate the procedures to secure a 
property, 58-03-576-014 for public purposes. 

 

 YES:  Shumaker, Abrams, Gilbert, Hicks, Krueger. 
 NO:    None. Motion Declared Carried. 

 
WHEREAS, the County Treasurers’ Office requires certain conditions and stipulations 
relative to the acquisition of tax reverted properties by local units of government. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, I Move the City of Swartz Creek enter into an agreement with 
the Genesee County Treasurers’ Office, and further, direct the Mayor Dave Krueger 
and City Clerk to execute the agreement on behalf of the City, agreement as follows: 
 

NOTICE TO GENESEE COUNTY TREASURER DEBORAH L. CHERRY, THE 
FORECLOSING GOVERNMENTAL UNIT, OF ELECTION TO PURCHASE FORECLOSED 

PROPERTY 
 

The City of Swartz Creek hereby notifies Deborah L. Cherry, Genesee County Treasurer and 
Genesee County Foreclosing Governmental Unit, that it intends to purchase property 
described as parcel 58-03-576-014, also known as  Hill Rd, which property is located in 
Swartz Creek, Michigan, for a public purpose. The purchase price is $971.01, which amount 
is the minimum bid as that term is defined in MCL 211.78m (11). 
 
The public purpose for which the property is being purchased is: 
 
Acquisition as an easement with access to a 10” sewer line located on the south side of the 
property.  The lot is unbuildable based on dimensions, being ±20’ frontage x ±150’ depth 
 
The City of Swartz Creek agrees that this Notice will be filed with the Genesee County 
Register of Deeds and that the City of Swartz Creek  will notify the Foreclosing 
Governmental Unit at least seven days before the event if it ever sells or transfers to a third 
party all or any part of the above described property. Further, the City of Swartz Creek 
understands and agrees that if it should ever sell the purchased property above described 
for an amount in excess of the minimum bid and all costs incurred relating to demolition, 
renovation, improvements, or infrastructure development, the excess amount shall be 
returned to the Genesee County Treasurer for deposit into the delinquent tax property sales 
proceeds account for the year in which the property was purchased by the City of Swartz 
Creek.   
  
Upon the request of the Foreclosing Governmental Unit the City of Swartz Creek shall 
provide without cost to the Foreclosing Governmental Unit information requested regarding 
any subsequent sale or transfer of the above described property. The information shall be 
provided within seven days of receipt of the request. 
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This election by the City of Swartz Creek is made subject to any prior right of election vested 
in the State of Michigan. 

 
The City of Swartz Creek understands that neither Genesee County nor Deborah L. Cherry, 
either individually and/or as Genesee County Treasurer and/or as the Foreclosing 
Governmental Unit, makes any warranty of any kind as to the title transferred to the City of 
Swartz Creek and will not indemnify, defend, save nor hold harmless the City of Swartz 
Creek from any or all claims, liabilities, damages, losses, suits, fines, penalties, demands or 
expenses, including costs of suit and attorney fees, incurred by the City of Swartz Creek  
because of or related to its election to purchase the property above described.   

 
The City of Swartz Creek  agrees to indemnify, defend, save and hold harmless Genesee 
County and Deborah L. Cherry, individually and/or as Genesee County Treasurer and/or as 
Foreclosing Governmental Unit, from any and all claims, liabilities, damages, losses, suits, 
fines, penalties, demands and expenses, including costs of suit and attorney fees, which 
Genesee County and/or Deborah L. Cherry, individually and/or as Genesee County 
Treasurer and/or as Foreclosing Governmental Unit incurred because of or related to the 
election of the City of Swartz Creek  to purchase the property above described.        
  
Attached to this notice is a copy of the resolution authorizing the purchase which resolution 
incorporates the indemnification of Genesee County and Deborah L. Cherry. 

 
Date:_______________     _____________________ 
        David Krueger, Mayor 
Date:_______________     _____________________ 
        Juanita Aguilar, City Clerk 

 

 
 

YES: Krueger, Shumaker, Abrams, Gilbert, Hicks. 
NO: None.  Motion Declared Carried. 

 
BOARDS & COMMISSION APPOINTMENTS 
  
 Resolution No. 130624-06A-J       (Carried) 

 
  Motion by Mayor Pro Tem Abrams 
  Second by Councilmember Gilbert 
 

I Move the Swartz Creek City Council concur with the Mayor and City Council 
appointments as follows: 

 
#130624-8B COUNCIL RE-APPOINTMENT: Board of Review WANDA TYLER 

Three-Year Term Expiring June 30, 2016 
 
#130624-8C MAYOR APPOINTMENT: Fire Board Vacancy  JOHN KNICKERBOCKER 
  City Citizen Representative 

Term Expiring November 10, 2014 
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 #130624-8D MAYOR APPOINTMENT: Local Officer   BOB PLUMB 
   Compensation Commission, Fill Vacancy   
   Remainder of Three-Year Term  

Expiring September 30, 2013 
 

#130624-8E MAYOR APPOINTMENT: Local Officer   RONALD SCHULTZ 
   Compensation Commission,   
   Remainder of Three-Year Term  

Expiring September 30, 2014 
 

#130624-8F MAYOR APPOINTMENT: Local Officer   DAVID ALEXANDER 
   Compensation Commission,   
   Remainder of Four-Year Term  

Expiring September 30, 2015 
 

#130624-8G MAYOR APPOINTMENT: Local Officer   TOMMY BUTLER 
   Compensation Commission,   
   Remainder of Three-Year Term  

Expiring September 30, 2014 
 
 

#130624-8H MAYOR APPOINTMENT: Parks & Recreation   EDNA GILBERT 
   Advisory Board Vacancy 
   Remainder of Three-Year Term  

Expiring December 31, 2015 
 
 

#130624-8I MAYOR APPOINTMENT: Parks & Recreation   LARRY CUMMINGS 
   Advisory Board Vacancy, Alternate 
   Remainder of Three-Year Term  

Expiring December 31, 2015 
 

#130624-8J MAYOR RE-APPOINTMENT: Planning Commission KATHY RIDLEY 
   Three-Year Term expiring June 30, 2016 
 

#130624-8K MAYOR RE-APPOINTMENT: Planning Commission BUD GRIMES 
   Three-Year Term expiring June 30, 2016 
 

YES: Shumaker, Abrams, Gilbert, Hicks, Krueger. 
NO: None.  Motion Declared Carried. 

 
PERKINS LIBRARY DONATION 
 
 Resolution No. 130624-07       (Carried) 
  

Motion by Councilmember Shumaker 
Second by Mayor Pro Tem Abrams 

 
I Move the City of Swartz Creek, with sincere gratitude; accept the donation from the 
family of Mr. James Spaulding, for the purchase and installation of a garden fountain 
at the Perkins Library Complex, and direct the staff to send a letter of thanks and 
appreciation. 
    

YES: Abrams, Gilbert, Hicks, Krueger, Shumaker. 
NO: None.  Motion Declared Carried 
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MEETING OPEN TO PUBLIC: 
 
None. 
 
REMARKS BY COUNCILMEMBERS: 
 
Councilmember Gilbert wanted to thank everyone for coming out to the Veterans Memorial 
Ceremony.  
Councilmember Hicks commented on ideas for Officer Szmansky, regarding the Cops in the 
Park Program, painting flower pots and put flowers in pots to take home.  
Councilmember Shumaker thanked the Mayor and Mayor Pro Tem for their speeches at Flag 
Day Ceremony. He commented if anyone wants a brick please order one soon. He 
commented on parking signs in Parkridge Subdivision. He also voiced concern for 
replacement funds for water/sewer mains. City Manager Paul Bueche replied not sure what 
the solution is.  
Mayor Pro Tem Abrams mentioned that at least 2 years ago  money was paid out to the 
County for repair of the bridge at Raubinger Road and wanted to know why signs where still 
there that bridge is out, because the bridge is done. Mr. Bueche responded he will check into 
it because the bridge has been repaired for awhile. Mayor Pro Tem Abrams commented that 
he enjoyed Flag Day Ceremony/Parade. 
Mayor Krueger commented that Flag Day Ceremony was very nice and he was impressed by 
the size of the crowd.  
 
Adjournment 
 

Resolution No. 130624-08       (Carried) 
 
Motion by Councilmember Shumaker 
Second by Councilmember Gilbert 
 

I Move the City of Swartz Creek adjourn the Regular Session of the City Council 
meeting at 9:17 p.m. 

 
YES: Unanimous Voice Vote. 

                      NO: None.  Motion Declared Carried. 
 
  
David A. Krueger, Mayor       Juanita Aguilar, City Clerk 
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07/03/2013                                    CHECK REGISTER FOR CITY OF SWARTZ CREEK                                              
                                                        CHECK DATE FROM 06/01/2013 - 06/30/2013                                              

Check Date Check Vendor Name Description Amount

Bank GEN CONSOLIDATED ACCOUNT

06/06/2013 37648 ACE OUTDOOR SERVICES LLC STONE MIX 198.00
COMPOST/TOP SOIL/1 YD EACH 40.00
MULCH 52.00

290.00

06/06/2013 37649 APEX SOFTWARE ANNUAL MAINT 8/1/13-8/1/14 215.00

06/06/2013 37650 ARROW UNIFORM RENTAL MATS, SUPPLIES 27.56
UNIFORMS, MATS, SUPPLIES, ENV. 77.55

105.11

06/06/2013 37651 BRADYS BUSINESS SYSTEMS COPY MACHINE MAINT 5/27-8/27/13 281.53

06/06/2013 37652 BRANCHING OUT NURSERY & LANDSCAPING FLOWERS/ELMS PARK BEAUTIFICATION GRANT 296.00
TREES/ELMS PARK BEAUTIFICATION GRANT 980.00

1,276.00

06/06/2013 37653 BRITT JONES UB REFUND FOR ACCOUNT 9289 CEDAR CREEK 284.39
06/06/2013 37654 BRUCE K JACKSON UB REFUND FOR 9192 YOUNG 2.60
06/06/2013 37655 C & H CONSTRUCTION CO INC REPAIR CATCH BASIN 8333 MILLER 1,585.60
06/06/2013 37656 CITY OF SWARTZ CREEK WATER & SEWER 7026 MILLER 225.09
06/06/2013 37657 D & G EQUIPMENT INC BACKPACK SPRAYER 103.96
06/06/2013 37658 DONALD KORTH RESOLVE OUTGOING EMAIL ISSUE 75.00

06/06/2013 37659 FAMILY FARM AND HOME INC AMINE 400 2, 4-D GALLON 21.99
SHOVEL 39.98
SQ DECK SLVR 1#/RED PAINT/JIGBLADE 40.06
PIGSKIN GLOVES/JERSEY GLOVES 21.98
GRINDING WHEEL & SCREWS 11.47

135.48

06/06/2013 37660 FIDELITY SECURITY LIFE INSUR/EYEMED JUNE 2013 VISION - RETIREES (4) 20.98
06/06/2013 37661 FLINT NEW HOLLAND PARTS FOR MOWER 189.40
06/06/2013 37662 GENESEE CTY DRAIN COMMISSIONER NPDES PHASE II IMPL FEES 4/1-6/30/13 709.57
06/06/2013 37663 GENESEE CTY DRAIN COMMISSIONER 7201 PARKRIDGE PKWY WATER CONNECTION 1,000.00

06/06/2013 37664 GILL ROYS HARDWARE ORANGE PAINT/LEAF RAKE 25.97
YARD WASTE BAGS 15.98
SIDEWALK PAINT 6.49
ANTI-BACTERIAL SOAP 5.97
HOLE STRAP 1.78
SINGLE CUT KEY 1.79
HANDHELD PRIMER BULBS 11.99
WOOD FILLER/GALV STRAP 8.98
KEY MASTER LOCK (6) 77.94
PAINT/PAINT BRUSHES 49.47
SAFETY HASP 5.69
MAY 2013 DISCOUNT (13.43)

198.62

06/06/2013 37665 JOSE A MIRELES MOW & TRIM CITY PROP/RESIDENTIAL LOT (6) 815.00

06/06/2013 37666 MICHIGAN PIPE AND VALVE SHUT OFF VALVE BOXES 123.76
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CURB BOX (6)/CURB BOX ROD (6) 311.46

435.22

06/06/2013 37667 RWS OF MID MICHIGAN FY13 GARBAGE/RECYCLING/YARD WASTE 20,554.56
06/06/2013 37668 STEVENS GLASS INC REPLACE BACK WINDOW/ADHESIVE 315.00
06/06/2013 37669 SUBURBAN AUTO SUPPLY OIL FILTER (2) 7.98
06/06/2013 37670 SWARTZ CREEK AREA FIRE DEPT. OPER & EQUIP BUDGET 7/1-12/31/13 48,380.00
06/06/2013 37671 SWARTZ CREEK ELEVATOR MOSQUITO SPRAY FOR MOVIE NIGHT 49.99
06/06/2013 37672 THOMPSON SERVICE TIRE REPAIR 10.00
06/06/2013 37673 TRACY HILL REFUND CANCEL 7/27/13 ELMS PARK #4 100.00
06/06/2013 37674 VALLEY PETROLEUM 5/16-5/31/13 FUEL USAGE - POLICE 1,266.87
06/06/2013 37675 VALLEY PETROLEUM 5/16-5/31/13 FUEL USAGE - DPW 593.72
06/06/2013 37676 VIEW NEWSPAPER GROUP ZBA MTG/BUDGET PUBLIC HEARING NOTICES 84.60
06/11/2013 37677 JERRY'S TIRE (4) P225/60R18 EAGLE RSA TIRES 12-144 0.00 V

Void Reason: WRONG CHECK NUMBER ON CHECK
06/11/2013 37678 PAUL BUECHE SMALL CITY MTG DINNERS (10)/6-5-13 0.00 V

Void Reason: WRONG CHECK NUMBER ON CHECKS
06/11/2013 37679 JERRY'S TIRE (4) P225/60R18 EAGLE RSA TIRES 12-144 512.52
06/11/2013 37680 PAUL BUECHE SMALL CITY MTG DINNERS (10)/6-5-13 103.00
06/13/2013 37681 AMERICAN MESSAGING 6/15-7/14/13 8108332563 8108331159 24.72

06/13/2013 37682 ARROW UNIFORM RENTAL UNIFORMS, MATS, SUPPLIES, ENV. 77.20
MATS, SUPPLIES 27.44

104.64

06/13/2013 37683 CONSUMERS ENERGY 5/8-6/6/13 E 4125 ELMS RD 42.90
06/13/2013 37684 CONSUMERS ENERGY 5/8-6/6/13 A 4125 ELMS RD PAVILION 24.71
06/13/2013 37685 CONSUMERS ENERGY 5/1-5/31/13 4524 MORRISH RD 42.79
06/13/2013 37686 CONSUMERS ENERGY 5/7-6/5/13 A 5121 MORRISH RD 328.78
06/13/2013 37687 CONSUMERS ENERGY 5/7-6/4/13 A 5257 WINSHALL DR 22.39
06/13/2013 37688 CONSUMERS ENERGY 5/7-6/4/13 A 5361 WINSHALL DR 22.39
06/13/2013 37689 CONSUMERS ENERGY 5/7-6/4/13 A WINSHALL RESTROOMS 35.33
06/13/2013 37690 CONSUMERS ENERGY 5/8-6/6/13 A 6425 MILLER RD PARK&RIDE 56.90
06/13/2013 37691 CONSUMERS ENERGY 5/7-6/5/13 A 8011 MILLER RD 22.53
06/13/2013 37692 CONSUMERS ENERGY 5/4-6/5/13 A 8059 FORTINO 94.61
06/13/2013 37693 CONSUMERS ENERGY 5/4-6/5/13 A 8083 CIVIC DR 855.12
06/13/2013 37694 CONSUMERS ENERGY 5/4-6/5/13 A 8095 CIVIC DR 1,062.22
06/13/2013 37695 CONSUMERS ENERGY 5/4-6/5/13 A 8100 CIVIC DR 1,151.81
06/13/2013 37696 CONSUMERS ENERGY 5/7-6/5/13 A 8301 CAPPY LN 415.50
06/13/2013 37697 CONSUMERS ENERGY 5/7-6/5/13 E 8499 MILLER RD 23.55
06/13/2013 37698 CONSUMERS ENERGY 5/4-6/4/13 E 9099 MILLER RD 36.79
06/13/2013 37699 CONSUMERS ENERGY 5/1-5/31/13 ELMS PARKING LOT 29.16
06/13/2013 37700 CONSUMERS ENERGY 5/1-5/31/13 STREET LIGHTS 10,141.78
06/13/2013 37701 CONSUMERS ENERGY 5/1-5/31/13 SIRENS 27.03
06/13/2013 37702 CONSUMERS ENERGY 5/1-5/31/13 TRAFFIC LIGHTS 405.81
06/13/2013 37703 COOKS DIESEL RV & TRUCK REPAIR REPAIR S-10 PICKUP 760.95

06/13/2013 37704 DONALD KORTH REPAIR UBANTU SERVER FOR EMAIL, WEB, FTP 750.00
FIX EMAIL BUECHE 150.00
AOC 22" WIDESCREEN LCD MONITOR/POLICE 120.00

1,020.00

06/13/2013 37705 FLINT WELDING SUPPLY CYLINDER COMPRESSED OXYGEN 5.00
06/13/2013 37706 HYDRO DESIGNS WATER CROSS CONNECTION CONTROL AND COM 300.00
06/13/2013 37707 JOSE A MIRELES MOW CITY PROP/RESIDENT( 2)/MILLER & ELMS 815.00
06/13/2013 37708 MID MICHIGAN MANUFACTURING JETTED EDGE DRAINS AND CLEANED SEWER 135.00
06/13/2013 37709 PLAY ENVIRONMENTS INC. BELT SEAT (4)/TOT SEAT 325.00
06/13/2013 37710 SCHAEFER'S OFFICE SOURCE ROLL PAPER TOWELS (2) 63.92
06/13/2013 37711 SIMEN FIGURA & PARKER PLC MAY 2013 GENERAL/TRAFFIC/ORDIN 3,523.50
06/13/2013 37712 STATE OF MICHIGAN-DEQ WTR DRINKING WATER LAB TESTING 3/27-5/31/13 192.00
06/13/2013 37713 SWARTZ CREEK AREA SENIOR CITZ. REIMB FOR AIR CONDITIONER ALARM REPAIR 85.00
06/13/2013 37714 VERIZON WIRELESS MAY 2013 MONTHLY BILL 505.39
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06/20/2013 37715 A+ SUPPLY CO INC 12 HR TIMER 70.40
LIGHT BULBS (15) 111.30

181.70

06/20/2013 37716 ACE-SAGINAW PAVING COMPANY COLD PATCH 851.00
06/20/2013 37717 AMERAPLAN INC HEALTH BILLING FOR JULY 2013 254.25

06/20/2013 37718 ARROW UNIFORM RENTAL UNIFORMS, MATS, SUPPLIES, ENV. 77.20
MATS, SUPPLIES 27.44

104.64

06/20/2013 37719 BLUE CARE NETWORK-EAST MI JULY 2013 RETIREE MED INS KELLY 460.05
JULY 2013 RETIREE MED INS PETRUCHA 1,058.11
JULY 2013 RETIREE MED INS TYLER 460.05
JULY 2013 RETIREE MED INS SHANNON 460.05
JULY 2013 CLAIM TAX ASSESSMENT 157.52

2,595.78

06/20/2013 37720 CITY OF SWARTZ CREEK REIMBURSE PETTY CASH 150.94
06/20/2013 37721 D & G EQUIPMENT INC FUEL CAP/CARBURETOR/SERV ASSESSORIES 120.48

06/20/2013 37722 DELTA DENTAL PLAN JULY 2013 DENTAL - RETIREES (4) 269.28
CREDITS FOR JULY 2013 DENTAL ADJUSTMENTS (128.14)

141.14

06/20/2013 37723 DONALD KORTH PATCHED & DEFRAG SERVER & WORKSTATIONS 300.00
06/20/2013 37724 DOORS GALORE REPAIR DOOR/ELMS PARK 1,031.00
06/20/2013 37725 FARMER'S GARDEN LLC FLOWERS & LABOR 1,125.00
06/20/2013 37726 FLINT NEW HOLLAND BEARING (3)/WHEEL FOR MOWER 65.84

06/20/2013 37727 GEN CTY ROAD COMMISSION SIGNS 96.36
MAY 2013 S-MTCE & OPERATIONS 742.98

839.34

06/20/2013 37728 GENESEE COUNTY PRINT 2013 SUMMBER BILLS/TAX ROLL 127.57
06/20/2013 37729 GENESEE CTY DRAIN COMMISSIONER 7201 PARKRIDGE PKWY SEWER CONNECTION 1,000.00
06/20/2013 37730 GENESEE CTY DRAIN COMMISSIONER 4/29-5/29/13 COMM/READY TO SERVE 79,294.89
06/20/2013 37731 JERRY'S TIRE REPLACE 4 NEW TIRES 286.64
06/20/2013 37732 JOHNS TRUCK SERVICE REPLACE ALTERNATOR & BELT 315.24
06/20/2013 37733 JOSE A MIRELES MOW & TRIM CITY PROPERTIES 780.00
06/20/2013 37734 MCLAREN MEDICAL MANAGEMENT INC ROUTINE PHYSICAL-BADE/HEP J INJ-MATTSON 140.00
06/20/2013 37735 MICHAEL R SHUMAKER JAN-JUNE 2013 RETIREE MEDICAL HEALTH CAR 1,164.00
06/20/2013 37736 MICHIGAN PIPE AND VALVE WATER HYDRANT (3) 5,077.29
06/20/2013 37737 MUNICIPAL SUPPLY CO. PLASTIC BARRICADES (3)/FARMERS MARKET 180.00
06/20/2013 37738 MY-CAN LLC PORT A JON RENTAL 6/9-7/7/13 520.00
06/20/2013 37739 SPRINGBROOK EAST CONDO ASSOC MOWING 5/15/13 12 LOTS LINDSEY & RUSSELL 130.44
06/20/2013 37740 STEPHANIE TURNBULL REFUND ELMS PARK PAV RESRVN CHANGE 50.00

06/20/2013 37741 STRAIN ELECTRIC CO INSTALL TRAFFIC SIGNAL MORRISH & I-69 90,489.00
INSTALL TRAFFIC SIGNAL MORRISH & I-69 11,145.00

101,634.00

06/20/2013 37742 SWANK MOTION PICTURE INC. DVD OPEN SEASON 6/14/13 MOVIE NIGHT 321.00
06/20/2013 37743 SWARTZ CREEK AREA FIRE DEPT. MAY 2013 MONTHLY RUNS 2,960.50

06/20/2013 37744 TAYLOR CORPORATION POSTERGUARD 1 YEAR 64.99
POSTERGUARD 1 YEAR 64.99
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POSTERGUARD 1 YEAR 64.99

194.97

06/20/2013 37745 UNUM LIFE INSURANCE JULY 2013 LIFE INS SHANNON/SNELL 15.40
JULY 2013 DISABILITY INCREASE 12.74

28.14

06/20/2013 37746 VALLEY PETROLEUM 6/1-6/15/13 FUEL USAGE - POLICE 1,325.36
06/20/2013 37747 VALLEY PETROLEUM 6/1-6/15/13 FUEL USAGE - DPW 580.18
06/20/2013 37748 WALDORF AND SONS INC INSTALL K-COPPER WATER SERV 5235 DAVAL 1,410.00
06/27/2013 37749 ADVANCED RANGES INC RANGE QUALIFICATION LT BADE 10.00
06/27/2013 37750 BRADYS BUSINESS SYSTEMS MAINT. AGREEMENT COPY MACH 6/15-7/15/13 72.11

06/27/2013 37751 C & H CONSTRUCTION CO INC WATERMAIN REPAIR 9138 NORBURY 1,180.00
STUMP REMOVAL & RESTOR DURWOOD  R O W 748.75
REPAIR CATCH BASIN 5050&5048 FAIRCHILD 1,193.10
REPAIR CATCH BASIN 7405 MILLER 940.65

4,062.50

06/27/2013 37752 CHAD E BRUTON TREE REMOVAL DUE TO STORM 5/16 & 5/17/13 600.00
06/27/2013 37753 CITY OF SWARTZ CREEK REIMB PETTY CASH 89.80
06/27/2013 37754 COMCAST BUSINESS 6/26-7/25/13 CITY HALL 278.75
06/27/2013 37755 COMCAST BUSINESS 7/1-7/31/13 PUBLIC SAFETY BUILDING 144.80
06/27/2013 37756 COOKS DIESEL RV & TRUCK REPAIR REPAIR BEARINGS & BRAKES 945.55

06/27/2013 37757 CREEK AUTO SERVICES LLC LOF MONTHLY MAINT 09-401 29.95
LOF MONTHLY MAINT AIR FILTER 09-226 40.45
LOF MONTHLY MAINT 12-144 29.95
REPLACE BLOWER MOTOR 10-161 204.99

305.34

06/27/2013 37758 DENNIS J BITTNER APPLY CALCIUM CHLORIDE/RD NEAR HIGH SCHL 572.32
06/27/2013 37759 FLINT TOWNSHIP SWR TRANS MAINT CHRG 42 UNITS 31.50
06/27/2013 37760 GRAND TRUNK WESTERN RAILROAD ROAD CROSSING MAINTENANCE 3,459.00
06/27/2013 37761 JOSE A MIRELES MOW & TRIM CITY LOTS/RESIDENTIAL (2) 800.00
06/27/2013 37762 KENNETH SZMANSKY MEMORY CARD&READER OFC SZMANSKY 35.96
06/27/2013 37763 LANDMARK APPRAISAL CO ASSESSOR SERVICES JUNE 2013 2,289.17
06/27/2013 37764 LETAVIS ENTERPRISES INC. (23) VEH WASHES @$6.75 EA MAY 2013 155.25
06/27/2013 37765 PSYBUS PC PSYCHOLOGICAL EXAM MATT BADE 800.00
06/27/2013 37766 QUICKTROPHY LLC NAME PLATES (2) LT BADE 42.47
06/27/2013 37767 SALLY M ADAMS MAY-JULY 2013 REIMB RETIREE MEDICAL 582.00
06/27/2013 37768 SUBURBAN AUTO SUPPLY BLADE FUSE 2.99
06/27/2013 37769 U. S. POST OFFICE POSTAGE FOR JULY 2013 UB BILLS 671.03
06/27/2013 37770 VILLAGE CLEANERS UNIFORM CLEANING MAY 2013 161.25

GEN TOTALS:

(2 Checks Voided)
Total of 121 Disbursements: 324,022.13
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Record Address Street Length 4" Width 4" Sq Ft 4" Length 6" Width 6" Sq Ft 6"

1 7104 Parkridge 10 4 40 0
2 7192 Parkridge 9 4 36 0
3 7216 Parkridge 16 4 64 0
4 4172 Hickory 5 4 20 0
5 4182 Hickory 2 4 8 0
6 7201 Parkridge 8 4 32 0
7 4176 Birch 8 4 32 0
8 7151 Parkridge 11.5 4 46 0
9 7163 Parkridge 4.5 4 18 0

10 4197 Mountain Ash 10 4 40 0
11 7111 Parkridge 9.5 4 38 0
12 4176 Red Oak 8.5 4 34 0
13 4196 Red Oak 0 8.5 4 34
14 4197 Red Oak 0 9.5 4 38
15 4187 Red Oak 12 4 48 0
16 7099 Parkridge 4 4 16 18 4 72
17 7091 Parkridge 8 4 32 0
18 Parkridge Locust 8 5 40 0
19 4196 Locust 8 4 32 0
20 8024 Maple 9 4 36 0
21 8034 Maple 19 4 76 0
22 7506 Grove 9 4 36 0
23 7316 Miller 8 4 32 0
24 7170 Miller 8.5 4 34 0
25 7048 Miller 9 5 45 0
26 4246 Elms 10 5 50 0
27 8240 Miller 7.5 4 30 0
28 8343 Miller 9.6 4 38.4 0
29 8301 Miller 11 4 44 0
30 Miller McLain 5 4 20 0
31 8169 Miller 8 4 32 0
32 8159 Miller 12 4 48 0
33 8151 Miller 8 4 32 0
34 8145 Miller 0 7.5 4 30
35 8067 Miller 8 4 32 0
36 Miller Hayes 14 4 56 0
37 5037 First St 9.5 4 38 0
38 5031 First St 7.5 4 30 0
39 Miller First St 13 4 52 0
40 5026 Holland 5 5 25 0
41 5032 Holland 7 5 35 0
42 8096 Ingles 8 4 32 0
43 8179 Miller 16 4 64 0
44 Ingles McLain 9 4 36 0
45 5070 McLain 10 4 40 0
46 8348 Cappy Ln 6.5 4 26 0
47 8372 Cappy Ln 2 4 8 0

2013 Swartz Creek City Sidewalk Repair List
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48 8366 Cappy Ln 17 4 68 0
49 8432 Cappy Ln 18 4 72 0
50 8421 Cappy Ln 10 4 40 0
51 8409 Cappy Ln 10 4 40 0
52 5121 Winshall Dr 4 4 16 0
53 5127 Winshall Dr 7 4 28 0
54 5157 Winshall Dr 7 4 28 2 4 8
55 5185 Winshall Dr 5 4 20 0
56 5108 Winshall Dr 8 4 32 0
57 5116 Winshall Dr 11 4 44 0
58 5124 Winshall Dr 8.5 4 34 0
59 5235 Daval Dr 10 4 40 0
60 5217 Oakview Dr 9 4 36 0
61 5205 Daval Dr 16.5 4 66 0
62 5205 Daval Dr 6 4 24 0
63 5197 Daval Dr 11 4 44 0
64 5173 Daval Dr 7 4 28 0
65 5141 Daval Dr 10 4 40 0
66 5090 Daval Dr 8.5 4 34 0
67 5142 Daval Dr 17 4 68 0
68 5148 Daval Dr 9 4 36 1 4 4
69 5172 Daval Dr 10.5 4 42 0
70 5204 Daval Dr 6 4 24 0
71 5243 Don Shenk Dr 15 4 60 0
72 5280 Winshall Dr 10 4 40 0
73 5390 Winshall Dr 9.5 4 38 0
74 5396 Winshall Dr 9.5 4 38 0
75 5402 Winshall Dr 9.5 4 38 0
76 5347 Durwood Dr 8 4 32 0
77 5415 Winshall Dr 9.5 4 38 0
78 5157 Don Shenk Dr 10 4 40 0
79 5163 Don Shenk Dr 8 4 32 0
80 5191 Don Shenk Dr 10.5 4 42 0
81 5203 Don Shenk Dr 9.5 4 38 0
82 5235 Don Shenk Dr 10 4 40 0
83 5303 Don Shenk Dr 11.5 5 57.5 0
84 5379 Don Shenk Dr 19.5 5 97.5 0
85 5327 Durwood Dr 12 5 60 0
86 5315 Durwood Dr 8 5 40 0
87 5418 Don Shenk Dr 10 4 40 0
88 5374 Don Shenk Dr 8 4 32 0
89 5368 Don Shenk Dr 8 4 32 0
90 5362 Don Shenk Dr 7.5 4 30 0
91 5348 Don Shenk Dr 12 4 48 0
92 5342 Don Shenk Dr 8 4 32 0
93 5334 Don Shenk Dr 6 4 24 10 4 40
94 5328 Don Shenk Dr 8 4 32 0
95 5322 Don Shenk Dr 8 4 32 0
96 5256 Don Shenk Dr 10 4 40 0
97 5222 Don Shenk Dr 10 5 50 0
98 5196 Don Shenk Dr 9.5 5 47.5 0
99 8449 Cappy Ln 10 5 50 0
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100 5111 Winston Dr 18.5 4 74 0
101 5142 Worchester Dr 12 4 48 0
102 5184 Worchester Dr 15 4 60 0
103 5184 Worchester Dr 8.5 4 34 0
104 5256 Worchester Dr 10 4 40 0
105 5300 Worchester Dr 10 4 40 0
106 5364 Worchester Dr 10 4 40 0
107 5299 Durwood Dr 12 4 48 0
108 5307 Worchester Dr 10 4 40 0
109 5203 Worchester Dr 8 4 32 0
110 5137 Oakview Dr 10 4 40 0
111 5133 Oakview Dr 9.5 4 38 0
112 5247 Oakview Dr 9 4 36 0
113 5261 Oakview Dr 9 4 36 0
114 5315 Oakview Dr 0 8 4 32
115 5254 Greenleaf Dr 8 4 32 0
116 5255 Greenleaf Dr 8 4 32 0
117 5188 Oakview Dr 10 4 40 0
118 5180 Oakview Dr 10 4 40 0
119 5138 Oakview Dr 9.5 4 38 0
120 5113 Seymour Rd 10 4 40 0
121 8486 Chelmsford Dr 10 5 50 0
122 9143 Chelmsford Dr 9 4 36 0
123 9117 Chelmsford Dr 9 4 36 0
124 9109 Chelmsford Dr 12 4 48 0
125 9057 Chelmsford Dr 9 4 36 0
126 9033 Chelmsford Dr 6 5 30 0
127 8507 Chelmsford Dr 10 4 40 0
128 8493 Chelmsford Dr 21.5 4 86 0
129 8485 Chelmsford Dr 10 4 40 0
130 5037 Winston Dr 10 4 40 0
131 5022 Winston Dr 5 4 20 0
132 5023 Winston Dr 10 4 40 0
133 5112 Winston Dr 9 4 36 0
134 5117 Winston Dr 20 4 80 0
135 8518 Chesterfield Dr 10 4 40 0
136 9087 Chesterfield Dr 7 4 28 0
137 9071 Chesterfield Dr 8 4 32 0
138 8499 Chesterfield Dr 13 4 52 0
139 5137 Seymour Rd 8 4 32 0
140 5251 Seymour Rd 8 4 32 0
141 5331 Seymour Rd 12 4 48 0
142 5205 Durwood Dr 10 4 40 0
143 5221 Durwood Dr 10 4 40 0
144 5227 Durwood Dr 9 4 36 0
145 5289 Durwood Dr 10 4 40 0
146 9193 Norbury Dr 8 4 32 0
147 9132 Norbury Dr 8.6 4 34.4 0
148 5346 Durwood Dr 7.5 4 30 0
149 5318 Durwood Dr 7.5 4 30 0
150 5332 Durwood Dr 8 4 32 0
151 5159 Greenleaf Dr 8 4 32 0
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152 5173 Greenleaf Dr 7.75 4 31 0
153 5181 Greenleaf Dr 7.75 4 31 0
154 5201 Greenleaf Dr 8 4 32 0
155 5305 Greenleaf Dr 8 4 32 0
156 5317 Greenleaf Dr 8 4 32 0
157 5325 Greenleaf Dr 7.75 4 31 0
158 5367 Greenleaf Dr 9.75 4 39 0
159 5374 Greenleaf Dr 10 4 40 0
160 5238 Greenleaf Dr 7.75 4 31 0
161 5200 Greenleaf Dr 8.5 4 34 0
162 5199 Helmsley Dr 9 5 45 0
163 8083 Civic Dr 12.5 5 62.5 0

Total 6224.8 sq ft 4" 258
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Paul Bueche 

From: Juanita Aguilar [jaguilar@cityofswartzcreek.org]
Sent: Tuesday, July 02, 2013 10:46 AM
To: 'Paul Bueche'
Cc: 'Amy Nichols'
Subject: Copiers 
Attachments: Brady's Business System Quote.pdf; Quotes on other Copiers.pdf

Page 1 of 1

7/2/2013

Attached are the copiers/printers that Amy looked at on line. 
 Toshiba  e-STUDIO2051C    Price  $4,999 
 OKI MC860 MFP  Price $ 3,999  this price does not include optional paper tray 
 Canon C2230  Sale Price $ 4,794.35 
  
Brady's Business Systems  
Quote for Cannon C2225 Color with Cassette Feeding Unit  $ 4,262.00  
  
 Let Amy know if you need any other information.  
  
Juanita 
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City of Swartz Creek 
2013-2014 Final Budget Report 

Long-Term Structural Deficit Review 
Report to City Council 

 

 
 

July 8, 2013 
Paul Bueche, City Manager 
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                                                                         8-July-2013 
  
To: Honorable:            DAVE KRUEGER, Mayor 
 

 Councilmembers:           Dave Hurt     Curt Porath 
              John Gilbert     Mike Shumaker 
              Rae Lynn Hicks    Richard B. Abrams 
 

 Residents:            Citizens of the City of Swartz Creek 
 
In Reference: 2013-2014 Fiscal Year Budget 
 
Dear Mayor, Mayor Pro-Tem, Councilmembers and City Residents, 
 
As I have written in recent past years, our business of government has thrust us to a time and place that is 
unprecedented.  Over the last four years, we have seen a rapid decay of the value of our residential housing 
stock.  Regarding our industrial and commercial properties, a disturbing trend began three years ago with the 
mass filing of tax appeals.  A considerable number of these businesses continue to file appeals annually which 
are granted with little question from the State Tax Tribunal.  The taxable values of our larger commercial and 
industrial properties have been chipped away to a point that in many cases, they have declined by 75% of what 
they were just four short years ago.  The cost of defending these appeals is significant with no financial 
assistance from the other taxing entities we collect for.  Couple this with near zero interest income, revenue 
sharing reductions, unfunded mandates and expanding costs in labor, services, utility, commodity, and 
bankruptcy debt discharges, our revenues continue to spiral downward.   
 
This economy has permanently changed the shape of government and we are compelled to seek solutions in 
order to adequately serve the public.  In comparison, the public we serve are also struggling in managing 
families, college, debt, utilities, taxes, and the list goes on.  In my humble opinion, I do not believe our 
government, as we have come to known it in our careers and under our existing tax structure, is fiscally 
sustainable.  I do believe that the City, County or State will not recover from this anytime soon and in fact, it 
may be decades.  Having said this, we have stayed ahead of the slide by adjusting services accordingly; 
however, we have arrived at a critical crossroad that will need decisions.   
 
Before you tonight is a report that addresses an exhaustive 18 months of study that looked closely at 
consolidation of services, long term structural deficits, legacy commitments and the preservation of a 
community that provides a good quality of life for its residents.  I have gone to great lengths to provide a 
document that is non-technical in nature for simplicity and comprehension.  Wherever possible, we have used 
illustrations and pictorials to establish points and comparatives.  On behalf of the staff and from myself, I Thank 
the Council for your patience, professionalism and unprecedented quality leadership you have shown.   
 
Sincerely, 
 

Paul Bueche  
City Manager 
 
 

City of Swartz Creek 
8083 Civic Drive 

                                        Swartz Creek  
   Michigan 48473 

Incorporated 1959… A Quality Community, 54 Years  Young
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HOW DID WE GET WHERE WE ARE TODAY? 
 

A.  There are two primary reasons for why we are where we are today.  Simply put, the principal 
reason is bad policy from long-gone, term limited state politicians.  If you look at it simplistically, 
state elected officials are voted to either two year (representatives) or four year (senate) terms 
and are “term limited” to either six years maximum (representatives) or eight years maximum 
(senators).  Every two years the entire House of Representatives stand for election and the 
Senate does so at four-year intervals concurrently with elections for governor.  One only has to 
use an imagination to see what good planning strategies might be crafted from a state congress 
person who starts a term having to begin campaigning immediately to keep their job and face a 
total career of six or eight years maximum.   
 
Poor state policy coupled with several other variables, are addressed very well and simplistic in a 
recent article published by Mlive Guest Columnist Mike Bean, (Bridge Magazine).  Excerpts from 
the article are as follows: 
 
The decline of local governments in Michigan is due in part to the 1990s recession and 
plummeting property values – the effects of which are exacerbated by the consequences of 
Headlee limits on taxation and spending and Proposal “A” caps on taxable values.  The decline in 
local fiscal stability also was exacerbated by the dramatic reductions in state support for local 
governments in the last decade or so and major tax-policy changes. 
 
For example, cumulative reductions in statutory revenue sharing (money from the state to local 
governments) exceeded $4.4 billion from 1998 through 2011. In addition, nearly all of the major 
tax-policy decisions the state has made in recent years have hurt local government funding.  
When the state enacted the state sales tax, local governments were not allowed to levy one of 
their own, as local governments can in many other states.  Local options were not allowed 
because the state concluded it could collect and distribute some of the revenue in a much more 
efficient and equitable manner.  Limits also exist on the personal income tax, with only 22 of 
Michigan cities with their own local version.   
 
Until the early 1990s statutory revenue sharing was funded through earmarks from the personal 
income tax, sales tax, Single Business Tax and the Intangibles Tax.  The Intangibles Tax was 
repealed without replacement revenue, and during the 1990s recession, statutory revenue sharing 
experienced cuts, as you might expect.  But those cuts pale in comparison to what happened just 
a few years later. 
 
When the recession of the early 1990s ended, most of those cuts were not fully restored.  In the 
late 1990s the prior cuts were rolled into a new baseline and a new statutory dedication based on 
sales tax collections was enacted.  The problem for local governments is that since 1998 this new 
system has been fully funded just once – in 2001.  At roughly the same time, at the start of the 21st 
century, the Engler administration and Legislature agreed to use up about $3.2 billion in surpluses 
and one-time revenue fixes for state spending, while they were still busy cutting taxes.  Everyone 
who understood the budget knew they were setting up future administrations and future 
Legislatures for a problem. Term-limited lawmakers knew they wouldn’t be around to face the 
problem – and some of them wanted to “starve the beast” anyway. 
 
Let’s fast-forward 10 years and look at how times have changed.  The fiscal 2012 legislative 
budget negotiations led to another cut to local government of about $140 million – via the 
elimination of statutory revenue sharing – and the creation of an Economic Vitality Incentive 
Program, or EVIP.  EVIP rolled all the previous cuts in state aid into a new baseline. The name 
“Economic Vitality Incentive Program” is certainly a bit of a misnomer, since it hasn’t brought much 
vitality to local communities.  Citizens want some vitality in their local governments so they can 
protect local services, such as public safety. A community and an economy cannot thrive if 
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citizens are afraid to live there. Local police and fire services are essential.  Infrastructure is also 
essential. That includes roads and bridges, but it also includes the resources to remove derelict 
structures and the resources to repurpose old-use structures to new-use purposes.  It also means 
maintaining the historical and cultural identity of cities and neighborhoods by restoring historical 
residential and commercial sites.   
 
The quality of life for Michigan residents is impacted daily by choices made by local governments. 
The ability of local government to make quality decisions has been significantly and negatively 
affected by state government decisions in recent years. State government should provide local 
governments with the necessary resources.  And if state government doesn’t want to provide the 
resources, they should eliminate restrictions they’ve placed on local governments and give them 
the tools to do the job themselves. 
 
Term-limited politicians have made too many poor decisions. The problem is that while politicians 
may be term-limited, the consequences of their actions are not. 
 
B.  The second fault factor can be laid at the feet of the City’s Founding Fathers.  State statute 
permits cities, by charter, to levy up to 20 mills for general operating.  The movement to create a 
“City of Swartz Creek” carved areas from three surrounding townships and drafted a new charter.  
All of this is right as rain, but for reasons that we can only speculate on today, the “fathers” 
decided in our charter to limit the City’s ability to levy at a maximum of 5.0 mills (2.35 additional 
mills levied for garbage collection).  I’ll venture a guess that the decision was made due to 
differing opinions on taxes coupled with the fact that the GM-SPO plant was lucrative in that it 
provided a significant contribution.  In many ways, the size of the City with such a large industrial 
complex such as the SPO Plant permitted very low taxes for our resident population.  Either way, 
it worked adequately for many years and kept a throttle on spending.    Interestingly, it also put the 
City in a very elite category.  Of the 279 cities in the state, we are the sixth lowest; the bottom 2 
percentile (includes garbage, debt, etc.).  The state average is 17.3 mills.  Concurrently, we are in 
a county and school district that levy some of the highest taxes in the state.  If not for the problems 
described in “A” above, we could continue to get by as we have in the past.  

Existing Levy Levy Rank State Avg 
Percent Deviation Local 

to state 

City 8.18 6 of 277 17.32 -52.77% 

County 9.46 72 of 83 6.5 45.54% 

School 15.65 69 of 277* 19.63 -20.28% 

Total 33.29 15 of 277 43.44 -23.37% 

 
HOW LONG BEFORE WE GET BACK TO TAX REVENUES WE HAD AT OUR MAXIMUM? 
 

The City’s highest tax revenue year was in 2007, being $1,101,000.  The 2013-2014 projected tax 
revenues are estimated to be $655,000.  Under the state’s existing tax model, all of our housing, 
commercial, industrial and vacant properties would have to return to the 2007 market and taxable 
values AND they would have to all sell now to uncap the value at the 2007 rate.  Best guess?  
Never, or at least, two or more decades. 
 
Bear in mind that these are tax revenues only.  We have lost revenue in virtually all categories’, 
one of which returned us nearly $100,000 in the general fund – interest income.  Prior to 2009, we 
saw interest rates that approached 10% in some cases, enough to fund a police officer for a year.  
The rate today runs just over zero percent. 
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WHAT CITY SERVICES HAVE SUFFERED? 
 
 In short, all of them have.  We have been successful in negotiating employees into retirements 

and not replacing them.  The Police Department is operating at a staffing level dating back to the 
1960’s with the slack picked up by part-time officers.  Fire services have been held at a 10% cut in 
operating since 2010 with insufficient funding for capital apparatus purchases.  The DPW operates 
at just three workers, an all time low since our inception as a city.  Janitorial services have been 
eliminated as well as office and summer part-time help.   

 
The disturbing trend is public safety, specifically two categories’.  The Police Department is been 
eroded to a point wherein it’s staffed by part-time officers, and the second is the lack of funding for 
apparatus replacements.  There are little funds for these capital purchases.  It’s been somewhere 
near a dozen years since we have invested in a capital apparatus expense.  Given recent talks 
with our fire service partner, it appears doubtful that such a replacement purchase will happen in 
the near future.  Following is a ten year snapshot of the City’s employee roster that reflects once 
filled and now vacant positions:  
 

JOB TITLE STATUS 
FULL- TIME   
City Manager Active- Funded 
Assistant City Manager Vacant 
Director of Finance/Dep Clerk Active- Funded 
Treasurer/Deputy Clerk Active- Funded 
Dir of Admin/City Clerk Active- Funded 
Assessor, Z/A, Building Insp Vacant 
Director of Public Works Active- Funded 
Administrative Assistant Active- Funded 
Administrative Assistant Active- Funded 
Administrative Assistant Active- Funded 
Lead Worker Vacant 
Maintenance Worker Active- Funded 
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Maintenance Worker Active- Funded 
Maintenance Worker Active- Funded 
Maintenance Worker Vacant 
Chief of Police Active- Funded 
Administrative Assistant Active- Funded 
Police Lieutenant Active- Funded 
Police Officer Active- Funded 
Police Officer Active- Funded 
Police Officer Active- Funded 
Police Officer Active- Funded 
Police Officer Vacant 
Police Officer Vacant 

PART- TIME 
Council Members*** Active  (7) 
Office Assistant Vacant 
Office Assistant Vacant 
Election Worker   Active  (47) 
Election Chairperson Active  (9) 
Board of Review Active  (3) 
Maintenance Worker Vacant 
Maintenance Worker Vacant 
Maintenance Worker Vacant 
Maintenance Worker Vacant 
Janitor Vacant 
Maintenance Worker (Seasonal)       Vacant (4) 
Administrative Assistant Vacant 
Police Officer Active- Funded 
Police Officer Active- Funded 
Police Officer Active- Funded 
Police Officer Active- Funded 
Police Officer Active- Funded 
Police Officer Active- Funded 
Police Officer Active- Funded 
Police Officer Vacant 
Building Inspector Active- Funded 
CONTRACTED* 
Assessor Contracted 

 
WHAT ABOUT CONSOLIDATION OF SERVICES? 
 

With the election of Governor Snyder in 2010, the concept of consolidated services was ushered 
in under the “carrot and stick” approach.  We had already begun this out of necessity, but it did 
drive a full evaluation of our services operation.  We engaged a consulting firm to study options 
with the neighboring communities of Flint and Mundy Townships.  The results of such were less 
than exciting.  The results were useful in that they gave us significant insight into comparative 
efficiency of our departments, but the cost savings was not measurable in the larger cost 
departments such as public safety.  A committee of Council and Staff evaluated the results of the 
various departments, conclusions as follow: 

 
Police:  The study offers several observations and options.  Full contracting would 
offer some savings, but the level of service would drop significantly as Flint Township is 
a far more urbanized community than is the City.  Another option provides for the 
elimination of the City’s Police Chief and Lieutenant, contracting the supervision out and 
keeping the patrol officers.  The study did not address that the Lieutenant also functions 
as a patrol officer and would have to be replaced, nor does it address the cost for 
contracted supervision.  Aside from several other minor cost saving observations, the 
study finds the police department to be very efficient and cost effective. 

 
Fire:  The study finds that the City’s joint operation of the Fire Department with 
Clayton Township is very efficient.  It recommends against any further consolidation.  
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The study re-affirms that operational cost savings can be utilized by following the City – 
Township Fire Evaluation completed in 2008. 

 
Building:   The study finds the City’s building department to be inefficient and poor in 
compliance and record keeping.  It recommends that the City contract with Mundy 
Township for building and trade inspection services.  The cost savings would be 
minimal, if any, however, the efficiency and record keeping would be vastly improved at 
similar expense. 

 
Code:  The City has no code enforcement services.  The combined building – 
zoning – and assessing position was not filled when a retirement occurred in 2006.  The 
individual jobs associated with the single position were partially contracted out with code 
enforcement eliminated.  Major issues are addressed by the City Manager, DPW 
Director and the Police chief. 

 
Assessing: The study finds that our contracted assessing firm operates very efficiently 
and is cost effective.  Reporting is accurate, computerized, modern, compliant and up to 
date.   

 
Misc:  In the course of evaluating our operation, we found that a great many of 
the services the City provides are already consolidated with other agencies, including, 
but not limited to:  water, sewer, street grants, bridge repair grants, 911 dispatch, 
narcotics policing, auto theft policing, CDBG allocations, senior services, library 
services, neighborhood stabilization, storm water management, traffic signal 
maintenance, etc. 

 
EMPLOYEE COMPENSATION PACKAGES, ARE THEY EXCESSIVE? 
 

Concern of salary and compensation packages for public employees have become a magnate for 
scrutiny as of recent.  Good reason exist as many taxpayer funded operations across the state 
have abused discretion and in many cases, logic and reasoning.  Fortunately, we have not been 
one of them.  As indicated earlier in this report, we have been greatly limited in our taxing authority 
as designed by the City’s founding fathers.  The fine line balance of providing adequate services 
with limited resources have kept compensation packages well below comparative cities across the 
state.  I’d like to say that we’ve been very fortunate in obtaining and keeping qualified and 
competent employees for reduced compensation.  Our benefit packages are modest.  Medical 
insurance is shopped and price compared several times yearly.  We opt for a single provider, cost 
effective, managed care policy provided by Blue Care Network.  To go further, we self insure a 
portion of the deductibles to further reduce the total cost, an approach that has worked very well in 
controlling escalating costs.  The insurance creates a fair amount of oversight and work in the 
office, but the savings is well worth it.  All other benefits provided for are modest in comparison 
with most all cities our size in the state.  The unions we employ work well with management and 
have been very reasonable and understanding when shown financial resources the City relies on.  
Salaries of our employee positions are as follows: 
 

TITLE TOTAL 
WAGES 

City Manager $          61,778 
Director of Finance/Deputy Clerk $          55,812 
Treasurer/Deputy Clerk $          49,915 
Dir of Admin/City Clerk $         56,873 
Administrative Assistant #2 $          33,991 
Director of Public Works $         59,368 
Building Inspector $          15,600 
Maintenance Worker $         46,448 
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Chief of Police $          61,798 
Administrative Assistant #1 $         38,960 
Police Lieutenant $          56,011 
Police Officer $          52,671 

 
WHAT ABOUT POST RETIREMENT PACKAGES? 
 

Another area of public concern and significant irresponsibility on the part of government has been 
post retirement benefits and packages.  The City currently spends about $40,000 per year for post 
retirement medical benefits.  All of our contracts going back for twenty years have a cost sharing 
mechanism for retired employee medical insurance.  They also have a cap, in that when an 
employee becomes eligible for Medicare, they must go on the federal plan.  There are some 
horror stories out there wherein some plans are so in deficit that a substantial portion of their tax 
levy goes to retirees.   
 
As to retirement income, our MMERS plan stands at 90% or better in funding.  Despite the 
economy and interest rates, we have remained diligent in keeping our contributions current and 
ahead.  I have only recently scaled back our contributions as the state has a history of rewarding 
bad government practices.  Many governments across the state have seriously underfunded 
retirement plans.  The state once owned the MMERS system and I fear there may be a backdoor 
somewhere that may allow changes to average out funded plans with unfunded plans, thus 
rewarding poor choices.  I do not believe the taxpayers for the City of Swartz Creek should help 
fund those poor choices made by other municipalities.   

 
TAXES HAVE DROPPED, BUT BY HOW MUCH? 
 

This is variable depending on a number of factors.  We chose four houses in the City and 
collected precise data.  The comparatives are as follows: 
 
 

Effect of Declining Taxable Value on Tax Revenue  

       
These are examples of properties in the different taxable value ranges for years 
2009-2013 (2013 is estimated at this time based on assessment data)
 
 

      

Taxable Value of Property 2013 19,251 McLain St  
       
Tax 
Year 

General 
Operating 
Taxes 

Increase 
(Decrease) 
From Prior 
Year 

Cumulative 
Increase 
(Decrease) 

   

2009 $157.75 --     
2010 $129.98 -$27.77 -$27.77    
2011 $111.06 -$18.92 -$46.69    
2012 $90.78 -$20.28 -66.97    
2013 $92.96 $2.18 -64.79    
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Taxable Value of Property 2013 28,600 Cappy Ln  
       
Tax 
Year 

General 
Operating 
Taxes 

Increase 
(Decrease) 
From Prior 
Year 

Cumulative 
Increase 
(Decrease) 

   

2009 $205.25 --     
2010 $204.63 -$0.62 -$0.62    
2011 $161.28 -$43.35 -$43.97    
2012 $143.41 -$17.87 -61.84    
2013 $138.11 -$5.30 -67.14    

       
       
Taxable Value of Property 2013 51,097 Jennie Ln  
       
Tax 
Year 

General 
Operating 
Taxes 

Increase 
(Decrease) 
From Prior 
Year 

Cumulative 
Increase 
(Decrease) 

   

2009 $494.47 --     
2010 $381.00 -$113.47 -$113.47    
2011 $377.61 -$3.39 -$116.86    
2012 $367.96 -$9.65 -126.51    
2013 $376.79 $8.83 -117.68    

       
       
Taxable Value of Property 2013 105,984 Oakview Dr 
       
Tax 
Year 

General 
Operating 
Taxes 

Increase 
(Decrease) 
From Prior 
Year 

Cumulative 
Increase 
(Decrease) 

   

2009 $665.42 --     
2010 $518.62 -$146.80 -$146.80    
2011 $513.31 -$5.31 -$152.11    
2012 $499.79 -$13.52 -165.63    
2013 $511.79 $12.00 -153.63    

 
HOW MUCH VALUE HAS THE CITY LOST IN ITS PROPERTY? 
 

In 2009, the total taxable value for the entire City was $212,922,485.  The 2013 estimate is 
$144,913,744 or about 32%.  A breakdown by property type is as follows: 
 

Decrease in Taxable Value 2009 - 2013       
          
Tax 
Year 

Residential 
Real 
Property 

Increase 
(Decrease) 
From Prior 
Year 

Cumulative 
Increase 
(Decrease) 

Comm/ 
Indust 
Real 
Property 

Increase 
(Decrease) 
From Prior 
Year 

Cumulative 
Increase 
(Decrease) 

Comm/ 
Indust/Util 
Personal 
Property 

Increase 
(Decrease) 
From Prior 
Year 

Cumulative 
Increase 
(Decrease) 

2009 118,833,721 --  74,942,464 --  19,146,300 --  
2010 104,146,243 (14,687,478) (14,687,478) 50,867,408 (24,075,056) (24,075,056) 12,489,500 (6,656,800) (6,656,800) 
2011 96,069,801 (8,076,442) (22,763,920) 49,782,483 (1,084,925) (25,159,981) 11,080,000 (1,409,500) (8,066,300) 
2012 88,073,690 (7,996,111) (30,760,031) 45,979,585 (3,802,898) (28,962,879) 11,112,500 32,500 (8,033,800) 
2013 84,930,625 (3,143,065) (33,903,096) 48,665,019 2,685,434 (26,277,445) 11,318,100 205,600 (7,828,200) 
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SO NOW WHAT? 
 
The 2013-2014 General Fund Fiscal Year Operating Budget was approved in a deficit of $194,000.  
We can do this for a year, but a permanent solution must be found. 
 

 FY 14 
Recom'd  
Operating 
Revenues 

FY 14 
Recom'd 
Operating 

Expend 

FY 14 Est 
Effect on 

Fund 
Balance 

General 
Fund 

1,713,753 1,893,778 (194,242) 

 
Options are both simple and limited. 
 

1.  We can continue following the spiral down and wait for the bottom using the “cut and slash” 
method.  Trends indicate we are near the bottom, but not there yet.  The problem is that when we 
reach this point, state statutes will force us to remain there for a very long time.  We have reached 
the point where further reduction in services will affect the very things we are charged with 
providing for residents… health and safety and quality of life.  The next step in cutting is going to 
less than 24 hour police protection and additional reduction in fire services.  We currently have no 
code enforcement, and it shows.  Parks are suffering as when equipment deteriorates, we do not 
replace it, we remove it.  Other infrastructure repairs related to buildings, parking lots, etc., have 
been abandoned so as to continue public safety.  Local street repairs are a good example of 
where public safety, parks, buildings and lots are headed.  Two failed street millages over three 
decades have left many local streets in ruins.  The same will happen to the general fund 
operations. 
 
2. Approach residents with a ballot question for funding a portion of public safety.  The average 
resident today better understands the loss their communities have sustained over the last four 
years.  The problem with this approach is that a small amount will not be sufficient.  I suggest that 
the City would need a four to five mill increase just to get back to the 2009 levels and continue 
covering losses until values and tax appeals stabilize.   
 
3. The last potential option is a special assessment.  The current legislature has come to the 
realization that four decades of poorly crafted partisan legislation has devastated and/or ruined 
Michigan communities.  The ripple effect and collateral damage is profound, persists today and 
will continue for many years.  House Bill 4147 seeks to amend the law to allow for specific public 
safety assessments.  Under the current text, the City of Swartz Creek would be a qualifying 
community.  The bill has cleared the Michigan House of Representatives and is currently before 
the Senate.  Inside information indicates the Senate will take the Bill up in the fall session. 

 
CLOSING 
 
I suspect that the City’s Founding Fathers and very first seated Council had insurmountable issues, 
problems and concerns in creating the City and setting up an affordable government that provided a 
good quality of life for its residents, businesses and visitors.  Without a doubt, they were very 
successful.  Not to detract from the seated Council’s from 1959 to 2013, but today’s seated Council 
has very similar issues, problems and concerns in continuing to provide government in a toxic 
economic roller coaster environment.  Or leadership couldn’t be better for the challenge. 
 
Thank-you. 
 

Paul Bueche  
City Manager 
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Paul Bueche

Subject: Public Safety Special Assessment
Attachments: SPECIAL ASSESSMENT FOR FIRE PROTECTION.docx

From: Richard Figura [mailto:rfigura@figuralaw.com]  
Sent: Thursday, July 04, 2013 4:16 PM 
To: Michael Gildner; pbueche@cityofswartzcreek.org 
Subject: RE: Public Safety Special Assessment 

Paul, 
 
I agree with Mike’s comments below. Attached is an outline I have put together for township clients who want to 
finance fire protection services by way of a special assessment as opposed to a millage. Since the City of Swartz Creek is 
a “qualified city” under 1951 PA 33, the same procedure would apply to the city. In the attached outline just read “city” 
whenever it says “township.” 
 
Dick 
 
Richard J. Figura 
Attorney, mediator and arbitrator 
Richard J. Figura, PC 
 
Working for a better community through law. 
 
Of counsel to Simen, Figura & Parker, PLC, Flint, Michigan 
 
 
From: Michael Gildner [mailto:MGildner@sfplaw.com]  
Sent: Thursday, July 04, 2013 4:01 PM 
To: pbueche@cityofswartzcreek.org 
Cc: Richard Figura 
Subject: Public Safety Special Assessment 
 
Current law says that special assessments can be levied only on taxable value.  A bill was introduced (and passed by the 
House) to permit special assessments for police/fire protection to be imposed (1) on an equal per parcel basis or (2) on 
the taxable value of the land or (3) on another basis determined by the City, provided the amount is reasonably 
proportionate to the benefit derived.   This bill  applies to townships, villages and “qualified cities.”  A “qualified city” is 
either (1) a city with a population of less than 15,000, or (2) a city whose population is between 15,000 and 70,000 that 
is located in a county with a population that is between 200,000 and 235,000.  The bill is now before the Senate for 
consideration. 
 
This bill does not change the procedure now in place for approving such a special assessment. 
 
I do not see anything in the City Charter which conflicts with the proposed bill.  The closest possible conflict is Section 
10.2(7) which says:  “No additional assessment for any public improvement which exceeds twenty‐five (25) percent of 
the original assessment shall be made, unless such additional assessment be reviewed at meeting of the Council, for 
which meeting notices shall be published as provided in the case of review of the original special assessment roll.” 
 
I plan on attending Monday’s meeting to discuss this bill, or special assessments in general, in more detail. 
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Michael J. Gildner, Esq. 
SIMEN, FIGURA & PARKER, P.L.C. 
5206 Gateway Centre Blvd, Ste. 200 
Flint, Michigan 48507 
810-235-9000; 810-235-9010 (fax) 
email: mgildner@sfplaw.com 
  
The information contained in this message and any attachments are intended for the personal and confidential use of the designated recipients. If you are not 
already a client of Simen, Figura & Parker P. L. C., you may not rely on this message to create such a relationship and you may not rely on any advice in this 
message. This message and any attachments may be attorney-client communication or attorney work product that is privileged and confidential. If you are not the 
intended recipient or have received this message in error, do not review, disseminate, distribute or copy this message or any attachments. If you have received 
this communication in error, please notify us immediately by telephone.   
  
CIRCULAR 230 DISCLOSURE 
  
In accordance with U.S. Treasury regulations, if this message (or any attachment) from Simen, Figura & Parker, P.L.C. contains advice concerning one or more 
Federal tax issues, it is not a formal legal opinion and may not be used by any person for the avoidance of Federal tax penalties. 
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SPECIAL ASSESSMENT FOR FIRE PROTECTION 
Public Act 33 of 1951 [MCL 41.801 et seq] 

 
What is covered 
 
Funds raised by the special assessment can be used for the following: 
1. fire motor vehicles 
2. fire apparatus and equipment 
3. housing 
4. “operation of the equipment” (i.e., fire operating costs) 

 
Annual Appropriation 
 
The township may appropriate each year up to 10 mills of the taxable value of the property in the 
special assessment district (which may be the entire township). 
 
Appropriation is made by board resolution on an annual basis. 
 
Special Assessment; Right of Referendum 
 
Township board can begin process on its own or can submit the question to the electors at a 
general or at a special election. 
 
If township adopts resolution on its own to proceed, it must submit the issue to the electors if it 
receives a petition calling for a referendum signed by the owners of 10% of the land in the 
proposed special assessment district. The issue would be submitted to the electors at a general or 
at a special election. 
 
Special Assessment Procedures 
 
First Meeting 
 
1. Township board adopts a resolution [Resolution No. 1] which: 
 A. states the annual estimated cost for fire protection (including operating costs); 
 B. states intent to establish a special assessment district; and 

C. sets a date, time and place for a public hearing on cost and question of creating a 
special assessment district. 

 
2. Notice of Public Hearing [Public Hearing Notice No. 1] 
 A. Contents 

1) states estimate of annual cost for fire protection; 
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2) states board’s intent to create a special assessment district; and 
3) gives the date, time and place of public hearing. 

B. Manner of Notice 
1) by first class mail at least 10 days before the hearing date to all property 

owners of record in the proposed special assessment district; and  
2) by publication in local newspaper at least 5 days before the hearing date. 
 

Second Meeting 
 
3. Public Hearing No. 1 
 A. Public Hearing 

The board hears objections to the estimated cost of fire protection and the board’s 
intent to establish a special assessment district. 

B. Resolution No. 2 
 The board adopts a resolution which: 
 1) creates the special assessment district; 

2) establishes the boundaries of the special assessment district (can be the 
entire township); 

3) determines the amount of the special assessment levy; and 
4) directs the supervisor to create a special assessment roll. 

C. Supervisor presents special assessment roll. 
D. Resolution No. 3. 
 The board adopts a resolution which: 

1) states that the special assessment district has been created; 
2) states the millage for fire protection levied against the taxable value of 

each property within the special assessment district; and 
3) sets the date, time and place for a public hearing on objections to the 

distribution of the special assessments on the special assessment roll. 
 
4.  Notice of Public Hearing [Public Hearing Notice No. 2] 
 A. Contents 

1) states estimated cost for fire protection as determined by township board; 
2) states that a special assessment district has been created; 
3) state that a special assessment roll has been prepared; 
4) states where and when the special assessment roll can be inspected; and 
5) gives the date, time and place of public hearing on the special assessment 

roll. 
B. Manner of Notice 

1) by first class mail at least 10 days before the hearing date to all property 
owners of record in the proposed special assessment district; and  
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2) by publication in local newspaper at least 5 days before the hearing date. 
 

Third Meeting 
 
5. Public Hearing No. 2 
 A. Public Hearing 

The board hears objections to: 
1) the estimated cost of the fire protection; and 
2)  the distribution of the levy on the  special assessment roll. 

B. Resolution No. 4 
 The board adopts a resolution which: 
 1) confirms the special assessment roll: and 

2) directs the treasurer to collect the special assessment at the same time as 
other township taxes are collected. 
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Legislative Analysis 
 

Analysis available at http://www.legislature.mi.gov  Page 1 of 4 

Mary Ann Cleary, Director 
Phone: (517) 373-8080 
http://www.house.mi.gov/hfa 

POLICE AND FIRE SPECIAL ASSESSMENT:   
IMPOSE ON OTHER THAN AD VALOREM BASIS 
 
House Bill 4147 (Substitute H-1) 
Sponsor:  Rep. Joseph Graves 
Committee:  Tax Policy 
 
Complete to 4-10-13 
 
A SUMMARY OF HOUSE BILL 4147 AS REPORTED FROM COMMITTEE 

 
The bill would permit special assessments for police and fire protection imposed by 
townships, villages, and qualifying cities to be levied on an equal-amount-per-parcel 
basis, or on the taxable value of the land and premises, or on another basis determined by 
the township board (or other appropriate legislative body), provided the amount of the 
assessment is reasonably proportionate to the benefit derived from the assessment.   
 
Currently the statute says these assessments can be levied only on taxable value (although 
reportedly some local units do use a per-parcel fee).  The bill would amend Public Act 33 
of 1951 (MCL 41.801). 
 
Under current law, the legislative body of a local unit (or the legislative bodies of 
adjoining eligible local units acting jointly) may assess up to 10 mills of the assessed 
valuation of the area for fire protection and up to 10 mills for police protection.  Further, 
the local units may defray the amounts by special assessment on the lands and premises 
in the townships to be benefited, and may issue bonds in anticipation of the collection of 
these special assessments.  If the legislative body creates a special assessment district, 
they must determine the boundaries by resolution, as well as determine the amount of the 
special assessment levy, and then direct that the assessment levy be spread on the taxable 
value of all of the lands and premises in the district that are to benefit by the police and 
fire protection. 
 
House Bill 4147 would permit the special assessment to be levied on an equal-amount-
per-parcel basis, on taxable value, or another basis.  As is now the case, the bill also 
requires that after December 31, 1998, if a special assessment is levied on an ad valorem 
basis, it must be levied on the taxable value of the property assessed. 
 
Currently, local units must hold a public hearing to hear objections to the distribution of 
the special assessment levy, and must also hold an annual hearing on the estimated costs 
and expenses of police and fire protection, and on the distribution of the levy.  House Bill 
4147 would retain these provisions. 
 
[Section 10 of the act specifies that the act applies to "townships and adjoining townships 
and incorporated villages and qualified cities."  It says, "If reference is made . . . to 
townships, [then] that reference shall apply to townships and incorporated villages and 
qualified cities [and] if reference is made . . .  to township boards, [then] that reference 

65



Analysis available at http://www.legislature.mi.gov  HB 4147 as reported       Page 2 of 4 

shall apply to township boards and the legislative bodies of incorporated villages and 
qualified cities." 
 
A qualified city, under the act, is either (1) a city with a population of less than 15,000; or 
(2) a city with a population between 15,000 and 70,000 located in a county with a 
population of more than 200,000 and less than 235,000, if approved by voters.  [This was 
intended to apply to the city of Saginaw in Saginaw County.] 
 

FISCAL IMPACT:  

As written, the bill does not appear to have a significant local fiscal impact, although the 
distribution of the tax burden could change depending on if the tax base is on a per-parcel 
basis or ad valorem basis. There would be no state fiscal impact. 

 
BACKGROUND AND DISCUSSION: 

 
Issue Background 
 
Public Act 33 of 1951 allows townships, villages, and some cities to levy a special 
assessment to pay for police and fire protection.  That act was amended in 1998 (by PA 
545) to require that, beginning in 1999, if a special assessment district is created, the levy 
be based on the taxable value of the lands and premises especially benefited.  This 1998 
act was part of a package of bills that aimed at making various ad valorem special 
assessments be based on taxable value rather than state equalized value.  The idea was to 
treat these ad valorem special assessments like property taxes (which they closely 
resemble); property taxes were then already based on taxable value.  Taxable value, 
essentially, takes into account the cap on how much property assessments can increase 
from year to year. 
 
Prior to the 1998 amendment, the provision in Public Act 33 had said that if a special 
assessment district were created, then the assessment levy would be spread "on all the 
lands and premises in the district which are to be especially benefited by the police and 
fire protection, according to benefits received . . ."  (Emphasis added)  The act at that 
time made no mention of the nature of the levy; in other words, it did not seem to require 
that assessments be made on an ad valorem basis, although the 1998 amendment, in 
making the change, appears to assume that that is how the levy was to be spread. 
 
Representatives of local units have said that prior to the 1998 amendment the police and 
fire special assessments under PA 33 of 1951 were allowed to be made on a basis other 
than the value of property and suggest that the mandated switch to ad valorem levies was 
inadvertent. 
 
Some local units have been using a per-parcel levy and some reportedly use a 
combination of ad valorem levies and per-parcel levies.  For example, Atlas Township in 
Genesee County is reported to have instituted a special assessment levy of $50 for each 
improved lot and $25 for each unimproved lot for police protection.  Taxpayers have 
disputed the legality of this practice. 
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The issue addressed by this bill is whether local units should be able to establish police 
and fire special assessments on a basis other than the value of property (ad valorem). 
 
Arguments   
 
The advocates for the bill believe the issue is a matter of local control; that is, that it 
should be up to the local units how to evaluate the special benefit of the public safety 
protection being provided and how to spread the cost to property owners.  Local units 
differ from one another and local officials should determine what works for them. 
Further, some say that a per-parcel fee is fairer since the value of property is not directly 
related to the benefit of public safety protection and they question why the owner of a 
home worth ten times as much should pay ten times as much for police protection 
provided by special assessment.  (This could be particularly vexing in cases where public 
safety services are more commonly needed in areas of lower property values.)   
 
Opponents of the bill believe a per-parcel assessment is unfair -- it does not take into 
account ability to pay and thus is regressive.  Ad valorem levies make those with more 
valuable property pay more; per-parcel levies, say critics, mean that those with homes or 
properties of lower value must pay more than their fair share.  Most property taxes are 
levied as ad valorem taxes for this reason.  Plus, some worry about the language that 
allows the levies to be spread on "another basis" as determined by the local unit.  This 
seems rather open-ended.  Further, these special assessment levies are now controlled by 
state statute (even if it is apparently being ignored in some instances) and so the issue is 
clearly not purely a matter of local control but a matter of state tax policy. 
 
Other Considerations 
 
It should be noted that the system of taxing or assessing properties based on taxable value 
is not the same as assessing based on market value.  Assessing based on taxable value 
provides an advantage for those who have owned their property the longest.  Similar 
properties side-by-side can pay quite different amounts if one is occupied by an owner of 
30 years and another by an owner of 5 years.  Taxable value is the term that was created 
to take into account the impact of the cap on the annual increase in property values 
(inflation or five percent, whichever is less) that has been in place since 1994.  Over time, 
this cap creates a gap between state equalized value (based on market value) and taxable 
value. 
 
While not directly related to this bill, it should also be noted that some finance experts 
have for many years expressed concern about the use of unit-wide ad valorem special 
assessments to fund basic municipal services because they appear to be property taxes in 
disguise. 

 
POSITIONS: 

 
The Michigan Township Association indicated support for the bill.  (3-6-13 
 
Representatives of Atlas Township indicated support for the bill.  (3-6-13) 
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Representatives of the Village of Goodrich (Atlas Township) indicated opposition to the 
bill.  (3-13-13) 
 
The Department of Treasury is neutral.  (3-13-13) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Legislative Analyst: Chris Couch 
  Mark Wolf 
 Fiscal Analyst: Jim Stansell 
 
■ This analysis was prepared by nonpartisan House staff for use by House members in their deliberations, and does 
not constitute an official statement of legislative intent. 
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HB-4147, As Passed House, April 18, 2013 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
SUBSTITUTE FOR  

 
HOUSE BILL NO. 4147 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 A bill to amend 1951 PA 33, entitled 
 
"An act to provide police and fire protection for townships and for  
certain areas in townships, certain incorporated villages, and  
certain cities; to authorize contracting for fire and police  
protection; to authorize the purchase of fire and police equipment,  
and the maintenance and operation of the equipment; to provide for  
defraying the cost of the equipment; to authorize the creation of  
special assessment districts and the levying and collecting of  
special assessments; to authorize the issuance of special  
assessment bonds in anticipation of the collection of special  
assessments and the advancement of the amount necessary to pay such  
bonds, and to provide for reimbursement for such advances by  
reassessment if necessary; to authorize the collection of fees for  
certain emergency services in townships and other municipalities;  
to authorize the creation of administrative boards and to prescribe  
their powers and duties; to provide for the appointment of traffic  
officers and to prescribe their powers and duties; and to repeal  
acts and parts of acts," 
 
by amending section 1 (MCL 41.801), as amended by 2002 PA 501. 
 

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF MICHIGAN ENACT: 
 
 Sec. 1. (1) The township board of a township, or the township  1 
 
boards of adjoining townships acting jointly, whether or not the  2 
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townships are located in the same county, may purchase police and  1 
 
fire motor vehicles, apparatus, equipment, and housing and for that  2 
 
purpose may provide by resolution for the appropriation of general  3 
 
or contingent funds. Before January 1, 1999, the appropriation for  4 
 
fire motor vehicles, apparatus, equipment, and housing in a 1-year  5 
 
period shall not exceed 10 mills of the assessed valuation of the  6 
 
area in their respective townships for which fire protection is to  7 
 
be furnished. After December 31, 1998, the appropriation for fire  8 
 
motor vehicles, apparatus, equipment, and housing in a 1-year  9 
 
period shall not exceed 10 mills of the taxable value of the area  10 
 
in their respective townships for which fire protection is to be  11 
 
furnished. Before January 1, 1999, the appropriation for police  12 
 
motor vehicles, apparatus, equipment, and housing in a 1-year  13 
 
period shall not exceed 10 mills of the assessed valuation of the  14 
 
area in their respective townships for which police protection is  15 
 
to be furnished. After December 31, 1998, the appropriation for  16 
 
police motor vehicles, apparatus, equipment, and housing in a 1- 17 
 
year period shall not exceed 10 mills of the taxable value of the  18 
 
area in their respective townships for which police protection is  19 
 
to be furnished. 20 
 
 (2) The township board of a township, or the township boards  21 
 
of adjoining townships acting jointly, whether or not the townships  22 
 
are located in the same county, may provide annually by resolution  23 
 
for the appropriation of general or contingent funds for  24 
 
maintenance and operation of police and fire departments. 25 
 
 (3) The township board, or the township boards of adjoining  26 
 
townships acting jointly, may provide that the sums prescribed in  27 
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subsection (2) for purchasing and housing equipment, for the  1 
 
operation of the equipment, or both, may be defrayed by special  2 
 
assessment on the lands and premises in the township or townships  3 
 
to be benefited, except, beginning in 2002, lands and premises  4 
 
exempt from the collection of taxes under the general property tax  5 
 
act, 1893 PA 206, MCL 211.1 to 211.157, 211.155, and may issue  6 
 
bonds in anticipation of the collection of these special  7 
 
assessments. The question of raising money by special assessment  8 
 
may be submitted to the electors of the township or townships by  9 
 
the township board, or township boards acting jointly, at a general  10 
 
election or special election called for that purpose by the  11 
 
township board or township boards. The question of raising money by  12 
 
special assessment shall be submitted by the township board, or  13 
 
township boards acting jointly, if in the affected township, or in  14 
 
each of the affected townships, the owners of 10% of the land to be  15 
 
made into a special assessment district petition the township board  16 
 
or boards. 17 
 
 (4) If a special assessment district is proposed under  18 
 
subsection (3), the township board, or township boards acting  19 
 
jointly, shall estimate the cost and expenses of the police and  20 
 
fire motor vehicles, apparatus, equipment, and housing and police  21 
 
and fire protection, and fix a day for a hearing on the estimate  22 
 
and on the question of creating a special assessment district and  23 
 
defraying the expenses of the special assessment district by  24 
 
special assessment on the property to be especially benefited,  25 
 
except, beginning in 2002, property exempt from the collection of  26 
 
taxes under the general property tax act, 1893 PA 206, MCL 211.1 to  27 
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211.157. 211.155. The hearing shall be a public meeting held in  1 
 
compliance with the open meetings act, 1976 PA 267, MCL 15.261 to  2 
 
15.275. Public notice of the time, date, and place of the meeting  3 
 
shall be given in the manner required by the open meetings act,  4 
 
1976 PA 267, MCL 15.261 to 15.275. In addition, the township board,  5 
 
or township boards acting jointly, shall publish in a newspaper of  6 
 
general circulation in the proposed district a notice stating the  7 
 
time, place, and purpose of the meeting. If there is not a  8 
 
newspaper of general circulation in the proposed district, notices  9 
 
shall be posted in not less than 3 of the most public places in the  10 
 
proposed district. This notice shall be published or posted not  11 
 
less than 5 days before the hearing. On the day appointed for the  12 
 
hearing, the township board, or township boards acting jointly,  13 
 
shall be in session to hear objections that may be offered against  14 
 
the estimate and the creation of the special assessment district.  15 
 
Before January 1, 1999, if the township board, or township boards  16 
 
acting jointly, determine to create a special assessment district,  17 
 
they shall determine the boundaries by resolution, determine the  18 
 
amount of the special assessment levy, and direct the supervisor or  19 
 
supervisors to spread the assessment levy on all of the lands and  20 
 
premises in the district that are to be especially benefited by the  21 
 
police and fire protection, according to benefits received, except,  22 
 
beginning in 2002, lands and premises exempt from the collection of  23 
 
taxes under the general property tax act, 1893 PA 206, MCL 211.1 to  24 
 
211.157, 211.155, to defray the expenses of police and fire  25 
 
protection. After December 31, 1998, if the township board, or  26 
 
township boards acting jointly, determine to create a special  27 
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assessment district, they shall determine the boundaries by  1 
 
resolution, determine the amount of the special assessment levy,  2 
 
and direct the supervisor or supervisors to spread the assessment  3 
 
levy on the taxable value of all of the lands and premises in the  4 
 
district that are to be especially benefited by the police and fire  5 
 
protection, according to benefits received, ON AN EQUAL AMOUNT PER- 6 
 
PARCEL BASIS, ON THE TAXABLE VALUE OF THE LANDS AND PREMISES, OR ON  7 
 
ANOTHER BASIS DETERMINED BY THE TOWNSHIP BOARD, PROVIDED THE AMOUNT  8 
 
OF THE ASSESSMENT IS REASONABLY PROPORTIONATE TO THE BENEFIT  9 
 
DERIVED FROM THE ASSESSMENT, except, beginning in 2002, lands and  10 
 
premises exempt from the collection of taxes under the general  11 
 
property tax act, 1893 PA 206, MCL 211.1 to 211.157, 211.155, to  12 
 
defray the expenses of police and fire protection. The township  13 
 
board, or township boards acting jointly, shall hold a hearing on  14 
 
objections to the distribution of the special assessment levy. This  15 
 
hearing shall be held in the same manner and with the same notice  16 
 
as provided in this section. The township board, or township boards  17 
 
acting jointly, shall annually determine the amount to be assessed  18 
 
in the district for police and fire protection, shall direct the  19 
 
supervisor or supervisors to distribute the special assessment  20 
 
levy, and shall hold a hearing on the estimated costs and expenses  21 
 
of police and fire protection and on the distribution of the levy.  22 
 
The assessment may be made either in a special assessment roll or  23 
 
in a column provided in the regular tax roll. The assessment shall  24 
 
be distributed and shall become due and be collected at the same  25 
 
time as other township taxes are assessed, levied, and collected,  26 
 
and shall be returned in the same manner for nonpayment. If a  27 
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township has a July property tax levy, not more than 2 mills of the  1 
 
assessment may be collected at the same time and in the same manner  2 
 
as the July levy. If the collections received from the special  3 
 
assessment levied to defray the cost or portion intended to be  4 
 
defrayed for police and fire protection are, at any time,  5 
 
insufficient to meet the obligations or expenses incurred for the  6 
 
maintenance and operation of the police and fire departments, the  7 
 
township board of the township, or township boards acting jointly,  8 
 
may, by resolution, authorize the transfer or loan of sufficient  9 
 
money from the general fund of the township or townships, to the  10 
 
special assessment police and fire department fund. This money  11 
 
shall be repaid to the general fund of the township or townships  12 
 
out of special assessment funds when collected. 13 
 
 (5) The powers granted by this act with respect to police and  14 
 
fire protection may be exercised with respect to police protection  15 
 
alone, fire protection alone, or police and fire protection in  16 
 
combination. 17 
 
 (6) After December 31, 1998, an ad valorem special assessment  18 
 
levied under this act shall be levied on the taxable value of the  19 
 
property assessed. 20 
 
 (7) As used in this section, "taxable value" means that value  21 
 
determined under section 27a of the general property tax act, 1893  22 
 
PA 206, MCL 211.27a. 23 
 
 (8) If the levy of an ad valorem special assessment on the  24 
 
property's taxable value is found to be invalid by a court of  25 
 
competent jurisdiction, the levy of the ad valorem special  26 
 
assessment shall be levied on the property's state equalized value. 27 
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 (9) Bonds issued under this act are subject to the revised  1 
 
municipal finance act, 2001 PA 34, MCL 141.2101 to 141.2821. 2 
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PENDING MTT SETTLEMENTS GM

General Motors - All Parcels DOCKET#
PARCEL NUMBER 58-

TAX YR ORIGINAL TV REVISED TV CHANGE
2012 16,929,854 12,800,000 (4,129,854)

  SUMMER LEVIES 2012 (REFUND) SUMMARY ALL MTT'S (REFUND)
SE TAX 6.0000 (24,779.12) SE TAX (70,467.36)
SO TAX 18.0000 (74,337.37) SO TAX (211,402.10)
SCH B-S 1.8059 (7,458.10) SCH B-S (21,209.50)
ISD OP 0.1635 (675.23) ISD OP (1,920.23)
VOC ED 0.9628 (3,976.22) VOC ED (11,307.66)
SPEC ED 2.4078 (9,943.86) SPEC ED (28,278.55)
MOTT OP 0.9948 (4,108.38) MOTT OP (11,683.49)
MOTT DT 0.4350 (1,796.49) MOTT DT (5,108.89)
UNIT OP 4.8289 (19,942.65) UNIT OP (56,713.31)
GARBAGE 2.3500 (9,705.16) GARBAGE (27,599.72)
COUNTY 5.5072 (22,743.93) COUNTY (64,679.64)
ADMIN 0.0100 (1794.67) ADMIN (5,103.70)
TOTAL 43.4659 ($181,261.18) TOTAL 0.0000 ($515,474.15)

  WINTER LEVIES 2012 (REFUND) SUMMARY WINTER LEVIES (REFUND)
C SENIOR 0.7000 (2,890.90) C SENIOR (8,221.19)
C HEALTH 1.0000 (4,129.85) C HEALTH (11,744.56)
MOTT OP 0.9948 (4,108.38) MOTT OP (11,683.49)
MOTT DT 0.4350 (1,796.49) MOTT DT (5,108.89)
PARKS 0.4847 (2,001.74) PARKS (5,692.59)
PARA MD 0.4847 (2,001.74) PARA MD (5,692.59)
LIBRARY 0.9981 (4,122.01) LIBRARY (11,722.25)
AIRPORT 0.4847 (2,001.74) AIRPORT (5,692.59)
MTA 0.8000 (3,303.88) MTA (9,395.65)
VETERANS 0.0100 (41.30) VETERANS (117.45)
ADMIN 0.0100 (263.98) ADMIN (750.71)
TOTAL 6.4020 ($26,662.01) TOTAL 0.0000 ($75,821.96)

TOTAL ($591,296.12)
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General Motors - All Parcels DOCKET#
PARCEL NUMBER 58-

TAX YR ORIGINAL TV REVISED TV CHANGE
2013 17,214,707 9,600,000 (7,614,707)

  SUMMER LEVIES 2013 (REFUND)  
SE TAX 6.0000 (45,688.24)
SO TAX 18.0000 (137,064.73)
SCH B-S 1.8059 (13,751.40)
ISD OP 0.1635 (1,245.00)
VOC ED 0.9628 (7,331.44)
SPEC ED 2.4078 (18,334.69)
MOTT OP 0.9948 (7,575.11)
MOTT DT 0.4350 (3,312.40)
UNIT OP 4.8289 (36,770.66)
GARBAGE 2.3500 (17,894.56)
COUNTY 5.5072 (41,935.71)
ADMIN 0.0100 (3,309.04)
TOTAL 43.4659 ($334,212.98)

  WINTER LEVIES 2013 (REFUND)
C SENIOR 0.7000 (5,330.29)
C HEALTH 1.0000 (7,614.71)
MOTT OP 0.9948 (7,575.11)
MOTT DT 0.4350 (3,312.40)
PARKS 0.4847 (3,690.85)
PARA MD 0.4847 (3,690.85)
LIBRARY 0.9981 (7,600.24)
AIRPORT 0.4847 (3,690.85)
MTA 0.8000 (6,091.77)
VETERANS 0.0100 (76.15)
ADMIN 0.0100 (486.73)
TOTAL 6.4020 ($43,829.66)

2012

Fund Original Filing
Proposed 
Settlement Difference

101 $51,008.12 $22,001.30 $29,006.82
226 $22,500.57 $9,705.16 $12,795.41

Totals 2012 & 2013
Fund 101 $37,958.54

2013 Fund 226 $16,744.16

Fund Original Filing
Proposed 
Settlement Difference

101 $49,518.15 $40,566.43 $8,951.72
226 $21,843.31 $17,894.56 $3,948.75
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Obituary

Snell, John M. - Age 81, of Durand, died July 4, 2013 at his residence. Funeral 
services will be held 1 PM Monday, July 8 at Sharp Funeral Homes, Miller Road 
Chapel, 8138 Miller Road, Swartz Creek. Interment in Bendle Cemetery. Visitation 
will be held 11 AM until the time of the funeral Monday. Those desiring may make 
contributions to the Lennon Wesleyan Church.  
 
John was born May 31, 1932 in Clayton Township the son of Wilbur and Flossie 
(Brockway) Snell. He married Lela Turnbull on March 9, 1951. He was an active 
member of the Lennon Wesleyan Church. He retired from the Swartz Creek Police 
Department in 1994 with 25 years of service. He enjoyed family, camping, hunting 
and fishing.  
 
Surviving are: wife of 62 years Lela; four children, Diana (Richard) Winacoff, of 
Swartz Creek, Ronald Snell of Swartz Creek, Karl (Kara) Snell of Newaygo, Royce 
Snell of Swartz Creek, 15 grandchildren; one great-grandchild; several nieces and 
nephews. He was preceded in death by his parents; and nine brothers and sisters. 
Tributes may be shared on the obituaries page of www.sharpfuneralhomes.com.  

 

John M. SNELL 
 

May 31, 1932 - July 4, 2013  
Resided in Durand, MI 

Page 1 of 2John M. SNELL Obituary, Durand, MI

7/5/2013http://www.sharpfuneralhomes.com/_mgxroot/obits/print.php?id=1222431&obit_text=1&m...
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