
City of Swartz Creek 
AGENDA 

Regular Council Meeting, Monday March 9, 2009, 7:00 P.M. 
City Hall 8083 Civic Drive, Swartz Creek Michigan  48473 

 
1. CALL TO ORDER: 
 
2. INVOCATION AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 
  
3. ROLL CALL: 
 
4. MOTION TO APPROVE MINUTES: 
 4A. Regular Council Meeting of February 23, 2009    MOTION Pg. 9,14-21 
  
5. APPROVE AGENDA 
 5A.  Proposed / Amended Agenda      MOTION Pg. 9 
   
6. REPORTS & COMMUNICATIONS: 

6A. City Manager’s Report (Agenda Item)     MOTION Pg. 9,2-8 
 6B. Monthly Police, DPW & Check Ledger Reports      Pg. 22-45 
 6C. Morrish Road South Project, Appropriate Design (Agenda Item)    Pg. 46-65 
 6D. Elms Road Trail, Enhancement Project Bids (Agenda Item)    Pg. 66-82 
 6E. County Bar Association, Law Day Proclamation (Agenda Item)    Pg. 83-84 
 6F. Park Fee Waiver Request, Fire Department (Agenda Item)    Pg. 85 
 6G. Ordinance Amendment, Sanitary sewer Use (Separate File on Disk) (Agenda Item) N/A 
 6H. Act 51 Reduction Notice         Pg. 86-87 
 6I. M.M.E.R.S Notice, Projected Increase       Pg. 88-90 
 6J. MI-LCC Notice, Kroger’s        Pg. 91 
 6K. Legislative Notices         Pg. 92-106 
 6L. County Beautification Grants, Recycling Notice      Pg. 107-124 
 6M. Michigan Mayor’s Association, Auto Plant Crisis      Pg. 125-127 
 6N. Morrish North Project Construction Plans, CDBG Bid Package,  
  2008 Tri-County PASER Survey (Separate File on Disk)     N/A 
  
7. MEETING OPENED TO THE PUBLIC: 
 7A. Drain Commissioner Jeff Wright        Pg. 7 

7B. General Public Comments 
 
8. COUNCIL BUSINESS: 

8A. ARRA Funded Morrish Road South Project, Approval & Appropriation RESO.  Pg. 10,46-65 
8B. Trail System, Phase I Elms Park-Road Enhancements   RESO.  Pg. 11,66-82 
8C. County Bar Association Law Day Proclamation    RESO.  Pg. 12,83-84 
8D. Park Fee Waiver Request, Fire Department    RESO.  Pg. 13,85 
8E. Set Public Hearing, Sewer Use Ordinance Amendment   RESO.  Pg. 13,4 

 
9. MEETING OPENED TO THE PUBLIC: 

9A. General Public Comments 
 

10. REMARKS BY COUNCILMEMBER’S: 
 

11. ADJOURNMENT:        MOTION N/A 
 
 
 
 
(Note: Included are several files, as noted above, which due to their size  were not printed.  They can be found on 
the City’s web site, address ftp://cityofswartzcreek.org File name: “2009 Full Council Packets”) 
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City of Swartz Creek 
CITY MANAGER’S REPORT 

Regular Council Meeting of Monday March 9, 2009  7:00 P.M. 
 
TO:  Honorable Mayor, Mayor Pro-Tem & Council Members 
FROM: PAUL BUECHE // City Manager 
DATE:   6-March-2009 
 
OLD / ROUTINE BUSINESS – REVISITED ISSUES / PROJECTS 
 

 2009-2010 FISCAL BUDGET (Status) 
It’s that time of year again.  This gets harder and harder every year… somewhere there 
must be an end in sight.  Today though, I don’t see it.  Instead of making a dollar stretch 
to a dollar-ten, this year we will have to make a dollar stretch to a dollar-thirty.  At any 
rate, here is a tentative schedule: 
 

April 13th:  Present Draft, Discussion, Set Public Hearing 
 

  May 11th:     Public Hearing, Discussion 
 

Special Meeting: If Desired By Council 
 

May 25th:  Adopt Budget 
 

June 8th: Truth in Taxation Hearing, Set Levy, Set 2009-2010 
Meeting Schedule, Year End Fiscal Adjustments 

 
June 22nd:  Buffer Date, If Needed 

 
June 30th:  Fiscal Year End  

 
 PERSONNEL POLICIES & PROCEDURES (Status) 

Pending. 
 

 DISASTER, EMERGENCY RESPONSE POLICY COMMITTEE (Status) 
We should be back before the Council for discussion on this in the near future. 

  
 VETERANS MEMORIAL (Status) 

Nothing New. 
 

 NON-RESIDENT SERVICES STUDY, RAUBINGER BRIDGE  (Status) 
The Raubinger Bridge Project has a tentative start date of July 2009. 

 
 OVERHEAD UTILITY REORGANIZATION PROJECT (Status) 

As we discussed, the utility companies have lobbied the passing of a number of pieces 
of legislation that have stripped us of virtually all control of our rights of way.  In regards 
to the aesthetics, we have little power other than to pay for changes.  The next step is to 
get a contractor’s quote for the second round of the technical review of the poles.  From 
here, we may have some power by filing complaints on the safety issues.  REI is getting 
a quote together from their survey division and should be back with it shortly.  My 
thinking is to narrow down the inventory to the downtown, Miller & Elms and Bristol 
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Road.  This will hold the cost down and we can always go back and pick up additional 
sections of the City. 

 
 MAJOR STREET FUND, TRAFFIC IMPROVEMENTS (See Individual Category) 

 2010-2013 T.I.P. APPLICATION (Status) 
Pending. 

 BRISTOL ROAD T.I.P. PROJECT, VERIZON INVOICE (Status) 

We have someone’s attention here.  I have an F.O.I.A. request from Verizon’s legal 
department for records.  I have requested a 10-day extension and am working with 
Mr. Figura on a response.  I will keep the Council informed. 

 ELMS ROAD RE-SURFACING PROJECT (Status) 
Completed, with the exception of some minor cleanup work in the spring. 

 TRAIL SYSTEM, PHASE I ELMS ROAD – PARK ENHANCEMENTS (Resolution) 
As you recall, we appropriated the lighting costs at the meeting of February 9th.  We 
went out to bid for the rest of the enhancement improvements.  The bid package was 
prepared and the bid process conducted by REI, in compliancy with Federal CDBG 
Distribution Guidelines.  Six bids were submitted, ranging from a low of $14,450 to 
the high of $27,837.  Included with tonight’s agenda is a resolution to accept the low 
bid of $14,450 from Lang Construction of 8065 Sunset, Flint.  Following is a table of 
the costs as of date:    

Construction $ 14,450 
Design Engineering $   2,840 

Consumer’s Lighting $ 21,238 
Project Total: $ 38,528 

Less C.D.B.G. Funds -$ 32,021 
City Match: $  6,507 

As you can see, we are about $6,500 short to finish this project.  The resolution 
incorporates a transfer from General Fund for the balance. 

 MORRISH ROAD RE-CONSTRUCTION PROJECT / MEIJER’S (Status) 
Plans are in place to perform the Morrish Road work in accordance with the 
Development Agreement with Meijer and the current engineers’ plans. There is a 
complication concerning the design of the Morrish and Bristol Road intersection due 
to the standards of the Genesee County Road Commission.  To construct the 
intersection to their specifications, increased road widths and right-of-way acquisition 
is required. These needs increase the cost substantially.  As such, the project will end 
at the northern City limits for the time being and the intersection, termed ‘phase two’ 
will be completed at a later date.  It is hoped that GCRC will negotiate more 
reasonable standards in the mean time. 

 MORRISH ROAD SOUTH RE-SURFACING PROJECT (Resolution) 
We have some good news here.  The “American Recovery and Re-Investment Act” 
(economic stimulus package) poured an additional $9.3 million into the Genesee 
County TIP Program.  We were fortunate enough to have a ready to go project, being 
the mill & re-surfacing of Morrish between I-69 and the Rail Road Tracks.  $300k has 
been allocated for this project.  The $9.3 million is round #1 of the funding.  Included 
with tonight’s packet is a project priority list established by the T.A.C. Committee and 
approved by the Metropolitan Alliance.  If the projects that are identified in the first 
round of funding do not meet the deadline or criteria, then the list will be followed in 
the priority rankings.  Additionally, further transportation dollars coming into the 
County T.I.P. will follow this list.  Miller Road is in round #2.  As it looks now, Morrish 
Road South Project Design Engineering will be a non-participating cost and 
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Construction Engineering will be a participating cost.  Construction is 100% funded.  
Included with tonight’s agenda is a resolution to construct along with an appropriation 
for design and construction engineering.   
 

 LOCAL STREET FUND, TRAFFIC IMPROVEMENTS 
 2008 REPAIR ROSTER (Status) 

As an FYI, none of the funding that was released via the “American Recovery and 
Re-Investment Act” (stimulus package) can be used for local streets.  All funding 
followed the existing channels to which federal funds are distributed and/or allocated.   
Bid results for Chesterfield from Seymour to Winston, Jennie Lane, Worchester from 
Winston to Daval and Daval from Oakview to Winshall are $398,154.  We have 
placed all local streets re-surfacing on hold for a bit while we explore funding options. 

 
 TRANSPORTATION ASSET MANAGEMENT EVALUATION (Status) 

Pending report. 
 

 SEWER REHABILITATION PROJECT, I&I, PENALTIES (Status) 
Phase II was approved on October 13th and is underway.  I will keep the Council posted 
on progress.  The manhole rehabilitation program is under contract and work has 
begun. 

 
 FIRE DEPARTMENT EVALUATION, CONTRACT RENEWAL, BUDGET (Status) 

I have had a couple of meetings with Mr. Beatty.  We are working on a draft. 
 

 WWS INTERGOVERNMENTAL JURISDICTION SEWER ORDINANCE (Status) 
Included with tonight’s packet is a draft of the City’s proposed Sanitary Sewer IPP 
Ordinance.  It is substantially identical to the County’s, the difference being that instead 
of permanently transferring all control, inspection, enforcement, fines, rates, permitting, 
etc., to them, we will appoint them as our agent for these services.  As you may recall, 
the County sent us the ordinance along with a non-expiring permanent 
intergovernmental agreement.  The County’s position is we have no choice but to turn 
control over to them.  I disagree.  In conversation with Mr. Figura and Mr. Delzer, 
coupled with discussions with MI-DEQ as to compliancy with state and federal 
regulations, we simply need to comply.  The means as to how, is our decision.  This 
solution accomplishes compliancy and leaves this Council, and future Council’s with 
options.  I provide this tonight to give the Council some time to review it.  I have action 
only to set a public hearing in the near future.  We can administratively set a Public 
Hearing in a meeting or two and look to take action then.  

 
 SR. CENTER, LEVY, BUILDING & FUTURE FUNDING PLAN (Status) 

Mr. Stephens has a concept drawing into the Zoning Administrator’s office for review.  
We are awaiting a draft lease from Mr. Figura. 

 
 SPRINGBROOK, HERITAGE STREET-LIGHTING  (Status) 

Frankly speaking, we simply do not have any additional funds to consider any new 
adventures.  I will be looking for “nickels & dimes” in funding that we have in our system 
that can be transferred, i.e., amphi-theater lawn-care, youth football lawn-care, etc.  
This probably fits that category.   

 
 LABOR CONTRACTS & RETIREE HEALTHCARE (Status) 

Mr. Kehoe still needs a basic employment agreement and the Supervisor’s contract has 
a wage re-opener.  I will be back, probably at the next meeting with these. 
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On my contract, it probably needs visiting for update purposes.  I would like to take a 
pass on any rate increases for another year or two and until we are on better financial 
ground.  I am not sure how the Council desires to handle an evaluation.  As you recall, a 
couple of years ago I created a list of accomplishments and shortfalls as I saw them.  I 
could bring the list up to date and then bring it back to the Council for discussion and 
review.  Unless the Council has strong input one way or the other, I will do this and set it 
for a discussion item, hopefully soon.  We can then go from here.     
 
The POLC, AFSCME and the Supervisor Contracts will expire on June 30th.  In review, I 
anticipate a 1% - 3% decrease in the levy collection this year.  On our other revenues, I 
can only predict that they will also decline, maybe significantly.  The first line of defense 
here in preserving the level of services that we can provide will most likely be a freeze 
on all contract wage increases for all employees, on a year-to-year basis.   
 

 MARATHON STATION BLIGHT & NON-CONFORMING USE (Status) 
Patiently waiting for an open door.   

 
 COUNTY E.M.S. ORDINANCE, AMBULANCE SERVICE (Status) 

Pending. 
 

 FEES, RATES & SERVICE CHARGES (Status) 
As you are aware, we have two water rate increases and a sewer rate increase now in 
effect.  We can float for a bit using Fund Balance, but we will have to do something by 
this summer.  As we have discussed in the past, we need to go to a ready to serve 
charge with a commodity purchase charge.  Sewer will be as the County desires, either 
a unit charge or water use calculated capacity charge.  As we have discussed at past 
meetings, we have some models that can be very easily implemented.  The only loose 
end is how we manage irrigation systems if the County desires a capacity use sewer 
charge.  We are working to resolve this now.  I have a tentative August date in mind for 
the billing system switch and implementation of the new rates.   

 
 SALE OF CITY PROPERTY 5129 MORRISH ROAD (Status) 

Pending. 
 

 WWS, STORM WATER MANAGEMENT AGREEMENT (Status) 
We are still looking at this. 

 
 2009 MASTER PLAN & ZONING CODE REVIEW  (Status) 

The City’s Master Plan was last updated in 2004. Since these plans need to be revisited 
every five years or so, the City shall update the Master Plan sometime during the next 
calendar year.  This can be quite a cumbersome process due to the requirements of 
State law; however, the impact of these plans is tremendous on all aspects of local 
governance. Since the last plan was adopted, there has not been significant change to 
the circumstances or assumptions that were used in the framing of that plan. As such, I 
expect a general review and acceptance will be in order, resulting in little substantial 
change to the 2004 Master Plan. We shall see. Expect this to show up in the form of a 
workshop in late spring or early summer.  Additionally, the Planning Commission is 
having a public workshop to discuss updates to the Zoning Appendix A and zoning map.  
Expect some minor changes to the general provisions and the sign ordinance and some 
additional changes to the zoning map. There will eventually be an official public hearing 
and subsequent review by the City Council. Throughout this process, there may be 
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some provisions of the Zoning Appendix A (concerning animals and parking) that shall 
be located with in the standard book of ordinances.   
 

 SWARTZ AMBULANCE AGREEMENT (Status) 
Pending.  

 
 NEIGHBORHOOD STABILIZATION PROGRAM (Status) 

As we discussed at the last meeting, I am highly skeptical of the County Planning 
Commission’s desire to get into the real estate business.  I am even further troubled that 
they have partnered with the Land Bank and MSHDA as a solution to the foreclosure 
problem.  This program might be good for extreme urban blighted neighborhoods, but I 
see no value in its use in the neighborhoods we have in the City.  In fact, I think it will 
further damage them.  To use federal money to purchase these houses, take them off 
the tax roll, transfer them to the Land Bank where all assessments will be discharged 
(water, sewer, weeds, sidewalks, etc.), and then look to rent them, most likely to low 
income tenants whom will marginally care for them, or to have them sit vacant where 
the General Fund will pay for upkeep, compounds our problems.  Additionally, I think 
they would remain with the Land Bank for many-many years.  A better idea would have 
been a grant process where-in we negotiated a settlement with the financial lender 
below the current market rate, repair and re-sell them.  Interestingly, here is the 
introduction of this program on the US-HUD site: 
 

“HUD's new Neighborhood Stabilization Program will provide emergency assistance to 
state and local governments to acquire and redevelop foreclosed properties that might 
otherwise become sources of abandonment and blight within their communities. The 
Neighborhood Stabilization Program (NSP) provides grants to every state and certain 
local communities to purchase foreclosed or abandoned homes and to rehabilitate, 
resell, or redevelop these homes in order to stabilize neighborhoods and stem the 
decline of house values of neighboring homes.” 

 
It is also interesting that the local communities who have partnered with the County for 
distribution of CDBG Funds had no input into this program.  The County developed it, 
placed it with their planning commission, and wants our unbridled participation.  Here is 
a county owned home in Winchester Village.  It has been abandoned for two years now 
(well before this recent housing crisis).  In the summer, our General Fund keeps the 
weeds cut and the rocks and garbage picked up: 

 

 
 

Given the number of homes currently owned by the County, my guess is any further 
houses they own in the City will look the same as this one and off the tax roll with 
maintenance supported by the General Fund.  We have put two properties into the 
program that we believe have no other alternative other than demolition.  We are 
watching the Marathon as a possibility for demolition under this program, if it forecloses.  
I recommend we participate no further than this with this program.   
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NEW BUSINESS / PROJECTED ISSUES & PROJECTS 
 

 GUEST APPEARANCE, DRAIN COMMISSIONER WRIGHT  (Presentation) 
Mr. Jeff Wright, Genesee Count Drain Commissioner, has asked to speak for a few 
minutes on the feasibility of the Port Huron Water Pipeline. 

 
 COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION, LAW DAY PROCLAMATION  (Resolution) 

The Genesee County Bar Association’s annual Law Day observation and events will be 
held in May.  As is customary, they ask for a proclamation of observance from the City.  
I have one included with tonight’s agenda.  

 
 PARK FEE WAIVER REQUEST, FIRE DEPARTMENT  (Resolution) 

The Fire Department has requested that the fees for the use of Elms Road Park 
Pavilion #4 be waived for their annual picnic, to be held on Saturday June 27, 2009.  A 
resolution of approval is included with tonight’s agenda. 

 
 MMERS RATE INCREASE  (Information) 

For Council information.  If you get a minute, browse this letter from M.M.E.R.S….. ugly. 
 

 AED, CPR & FIRST-AID TRAINING  (Information) 
Officer John Sheerin will conduct an AED (the heart shocker device we have in the 
lobby), CPR and kind of a crash First Aid Course for anyone who wishes to attend.  Our 
office staff will attend.  The training session will be held on Wednesday March 25th from 
2:00 PM – 4:00 PM at City Hall Council Chambers.  If you have an interest in attending, 
please let me know. 

 
 MDOT PARK & RIDE (Information) 

A bit of good news here.  MDOT has agreed to fund, up to $4,000 per year, the 
maintenance of the Park & Ride (I guess my whining paid off) at Miller & I-69.  Under 
their offer, we will pick-up and empty the garbage, cut the grass, pay the utilities, plow 
and salt the lot.  Additionally, they will pay a one-time fee for the installation of lights and 
maybe some benches and a picnic table or two.  I would like to make this kind of a 
“mini-park” that looks appealing and is well maintained.  MDOT is preparing an 
agreement.  I will be back as soon as I have a draft.   

 
 NATHAN BEAUCHAMP  (Information) 

Nathan, our MSU Internship scholar turned part-time planner, will be leaving us effective 
immediately.  He has been hired by the Department of Defense (Navy) as a civilian 
urban planner and will be moving to the Alexandria Virginia area.  As you may have 
noticed, Nathan has been the author of a number of the in-depth studies you have seen 
as of recent.  Additionally, he operated the Movies in the Park and the Farmers Market 
Programs last summer.  He was an asset and will be missed.  Keep an eye on the DC 
news, who knows… maybe in a few years we will see him hanging around as a White 
House staffer. 

 
Council Questions, Inquiries, Requests and Comments 
 

 C.S.O. Plaques, Lobby.  I am looking at options. 
 Mast Arm Traffic Lights, Street Sign Anchors (Silver vs. Black).  I have passed this along 

to our engineer who is checking into the replacement.   
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 Council Name Tag Replacements.  I am getting ready to order new name tags for 
Councilmember’s Binder & Krueger.  Anyone else who needs a replacement, please get 
with me and we will add them to the order. 

 Term “Stranded” and “Embedded” Cost Associated With Consumer’s Rate Increases 
Before the MPSC.   Probably more of an accounting term.  Here is the official definition: 

EMBEDDED COSTS EXCEEDING MARKET PRICES (ECEMP) - Embedded costs of 
utility investments exceeding market prices are: i) costs incurred pursuant to a 
regulatory or contractual obligation; 2) costs that are reflected in cost-based rates; and 
3) cost-based rates that exceed the price of alternatives in the marketplace. ECEMPS 
may become "stranded costs" where they exceed the amount that can be recovered 
through the asset's sale. Regulatory questions involve whether such costs should be 
recovered by utility shareholders and if so, how they should be recovered. "Transition 
costs" are stranded costs which are charged to utility customers through some type of 
fee or surcharge after the assets are sold or separated from the vertically-integrated 
utility. "Stranded assets" are assets which cannot be sold for some reason. Nuclear 
plants are an example of stranded assets which no one would buy. (Also referred to as 
Transition Costs.) 

 Public Safety Building Lot, Lighting.  Should be repaired.  We will check it at various 
points throughout the evening hours to be certain.   
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City of Swartz Creek 

RESOLUTIONS  
Regular Council Meeting, Monday March 9, 2009 7:00 P.M. 

 
 
 
Resolution No. 090309-4A MINUTES, FEBRUARY 23, 2009 

 
Motion by Councilmember: ________________ 

 
I Move the Swartz Creek City Council hereby approve the Minutes of the Regular 
Council Meeting held February 23, 2009, to be circulated and placed on file. 

 
Second by Councilmember: _______________ 

 
Voting For:_______________________________________________________ 
Voting Against: ___________________________________________________  

 
 
Resolution No. 090309-5A AGENDA APPROVAL 
 

Motion by Councilmember: ________________ 
 
I Move the Swartz Creek City Council approve the Agenda as presented / printed / 
amended for the Regular Council Meeting of March 9, 2009 to be circulated and placed 
on file. 

 
Second by Councilmember: _______________ 

 
Voting For: ______________________________________________________ 
Voting Against: ___________________________________________________ 

 
 
Resolution No. 090309-6A CITY MANAGER’S REPORT 

 
 Motion by Councilmember: ________________ 

 
I Move the Swartz Creek City Council approve the City Manager’s Report of March 9, 
2009, to be circulated and placed on file. 
  
Second by Councilmember: _______________ 

 
Voting For: ______________________________________________________ 
Voting Against: ___________________________________________________ 
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Resolution No. 090309-8A APPROPRIATION, DESIGN & CONSTRUCTION 
ENGINEERING, MORRISH ROAD SOUTH PROJECT, 
AMERICAN RECOVERY & RE-INVESTMENT ACT 
FUNDED 

 
 Motion by Councilmember: ________________ 

 
WHEREAS, the City of Swartz Creek is a Local Governmental Unit and recognized 
Street Authority eligible to receive funding from the Michigan Department of 
Transportation and the Federal Highway Administration; and,  
 
WHEREAS, the City of Swartz Creek is a member of the Genesee County Metropolitan 
Planning Alliance, an urban transportation planning cooperative charged with allocating 
funds to eligible street authorities in Genesee County; and 

 
WHEREAS, the City of Swartz Creek has identified a need to make repairs and  
improvements to Morrish Road from the I-69 viaduct to the North City Limit at Bristol 
Road and further, repairs have been allocated in the Genesee County Traffic 
Improvement Program and is scheduled for construction in the summer of 2009; and,  
 
WHEREAS, in conjunction with this project, the City initiated preliminary design on 
December 15, 2008, in the amount of $11,162 to the City’s Engineer, Rowe 
Incorporated, to repair, mill, re-surface and configure to three lanes, Morrish Road from 
I-69 to the CNA Rail Crossing, approximately .9 miles; and 
 
WHEREAS, an emergency funding package, titled the American Recovery & Re-
Investment Act, designed to create jobs and stimulate the economy, was enacted, 
appropriated and distributed by the United States Congress and the office of the 
President, the package resulting in an additional allocation of $9.3 million dollars in 
transportation money to Genesee County Street Authorities, funds limited to use on 
Federal Aid Eligible Highways and “shovel ready” projects that can be submitted to the 
Michigan Department of Transportation for Grade Inspection within 45 days; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Morrish Road South Project was submitted to the Genesee County 
Traffic Improvement Program for criteria evaluation and found to meet the specifications 
and qualifications for funding and was subsequently approved for funding at $300,000 
maximum in the first round of projects; and  
 
WHEREAS, the allocation specifics are 100% of construction and construction 
engineering funded, design engineering being the agency responsibility, cost estimates 
as follows: 
                                                  Federal & MDOT                     City Match                Sub-Total               % 

Construction $ 250,000 -0- $ 250,000 100 - 0 
Design Engineering -0- $ 31,028 $  31,028 0 - 100 
Const Engineering $ 49,824 -0- $  49,824 100 - 0 

     
TOTALS $ 299,824 $ 31,028 $ 330,852 91 - 9 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City of Swartz Creek approve the 
Morrish Road South Project and appropriate an amount not to exceed $31,028 from 202 
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Fund, to the City’s Engineer Rowe Incorporated for design engineering, the remainder 
of the costs including construction and construction engineering to be participating costs 
of the project, total obligated project funds not to exceed $300,000. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the an additional 5% construction contingency 
($16,500) is appropriated, and further, the staff is hereby directed to make all necessary 
adjustments, transfers and project entries within Fund 202. 

 
Second by Councilmember: _______________ 

 
Voting For: ______________________________________________________ 
Voting Against: ___________________________________________________ 

 
 
Resolution No. 090309-8B APPROPRIATION & BID AWARD, C.D.B.G. PHASE I 

TRAIL SYSTEM, ELMS PARK – ROAD ENHANCEMENT  
 
 Motion by Councilmember: ________________ 
 

WHEREAS, on July 14, 2008, the City of Swartz Creek amended its three year 
Community Development Block Grant Distribution Plan, in the total amount of $37,672, 
and authorized these funds to be allocated as follows: 15% to the Swartz Creek Senior 
Citizens Operations in the amount of $5,650.08, and the remaining 85% to the Elms 
Road Enhancement Project Phase I in the amount of $32,021.02; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Elms Road Enhancement Project consists of lighting, landscaping, and 
other streetscape amenities; and 

 
WHEREAS, all CDBG projects must be approved by the GCMPC to be bid in 
accordance with federal statute, the City’s engineer having prepared design and 
construction plans approved by the GCMPC; and 

 
WHEREAS, Consumers Energy is, by contract, the sole provider of public lighting 
services on city streets and is responsible for all installation of new lines and lights and 
therefore exempt from the bidding process.  An amount of $21,237.23 was appropriated 
at the February 9, 2009 Council Meeting for the Elms Road Enhancement Project 
lighting; and 

 
WHEREAS, the remainder of the enhancement improvements were let to bid by the 
City’s Engineer, Rowe Incorporated, bids opened and tabulated on Wednesday March 
4, 2009, the low bidder being Lang Construction of, 8065 Sunset Drive, Flint, in the 
amount of $14,450, total project costs as follows: 
                              

Construction $ 14,450 
Design Engineering $   2,840 

Consumer’s Lighting $ 21,238 
Project Total: $ 38,528 

Less C.D.B.G. Funds -$ 32,021 
City Match: $  6,507 
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WHEREAS, after the checking of references, the City’s Engineer recommends approval 
of the low bid. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED the City of Swartz Creek hereby accepts the 
low bid from Lang Construction of 8065 Sunset Drive, Flint, and appropriate an amount 
not to exceed $14,450 plus 10% contingency, funds to be allocated from 101 General 
Fund with re-imbursement of a total project amount of $32,021 C.D.B.G. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that an amount estimated at $6,507 will be needed to 
complete this project, the City hereby authorizes the transfer from 101 General Fund 
and direction of the staff to make all necessary financial adjustments.   

 
Second by Councilmember: _______________ 

 
Voting For: ______________________________________________________ 
Voting Against: ___________________________________________________ 

 
 
Resolution No. 090309-8C PROCLAMATION, ANNUAL OBSERVANCE OF LAW 

DAY, MAY 1, 2009 – GENESEE COUNTY BAR 
ASSOCIATION 

 
 Motion by Councilmember: ________________ 
 

I Move the City of Swartz Creek Council affirm the Mayor’s Proclamation in observance 
of Law Day, as follows: 
 
WHEREAS, this country was founded on the principle that voluntary adherence to the 
rule of law expands, rather than limits, the opportunities for freedom; and  

 
WHEREAS, a viable democracy requires understanding of the nature and basis of our 
freedoms and recognition of the individual responsibilities which those freedoms 
impose; and 

  
WHEREAS, the Law Day 2009 theme “A Legacy of Liberty – Celebrating Lincoln’s 
Bicentennial”, encourages all Americans to explore the legacy of Abraham Lincoln, 
regarded by many as one of our nation’s greatest and most eloquent presidents.   

 
NOW THEREFORE I Richard B. Abrams, the Mayor of the City of Swartz Creek do 
hereby proclaim Friday, May 1 2008 as Law Day.  I urge the citizens, schools, 
businesses, legal professionals, and the media for the City of Swartz Creek to use this 
occasion to preserve and strengthen the rule of law. 

 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF I have hereunto set my hand that on May 1, 2009, Law Day in 
and for the City of Swartz Creek, Genesee County Michigan. 
 
Second by Councilmember: _______________ 

 
Voting For: ______________________________________________________ 
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Voting Against: ___________________________________________________ 
 
 
Resolution No. 090309-8D PARK FEE WAIVER, ELMS PARK, FIRE DEPARTMENT 

 
 Motion by Councilmember: ________________ 

 
I Move the City of Swartz Creek waive fees associated with the use of Elms Road Park 
Pavilion #4, on Saturday June 27, 2009, for the Swartz Creek Area Fire Department, 
from 10:00 AM to 7:00 PM, for their annual picnic. 

 
Second by Councilmember: _______________ 

 
Voting For: ______________________________________________________ 
Voting Against: ___________________________________________________ 

 
 
Resolution No. 090309-8E SET PUBLIC HEARING, SEWER USE ORDINANCE 

AMENDMENT 
 

 Motion by Councilmember: ________________ 
 
I Move the City of Swartz Creek direct the staff to set a public hearing before the 
Council, in accordance with the City Charter, to hear comments on the proposed 
amendment to the City’s sanitary sewer ordinance. 

 
Second by Councilmember: _______________ 

 
Voting For: ______________________________________________________ 
Voting Against: ___________________________________________________ 
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City of Swartz Creek 

Regular Council Meeting Minutes 
Of the Meeting Held 

Monday February 23, 2009  7:00 P.M. 
 

CITY OF SWARTZ CREEK 
SWARTZ CREEK, MICHIGAN 

MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING 
DATE 02/23/2009 

 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor Abrams in the Swartz Creek City 
Council Chambers, 8083 Civic Drive. 
 
Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 
 
Councilmembers Present:  Abrams, Binder, Hicks, Hurt, Krueger, Porath, Shumaker. 
 
Councilmembers Absent:   None. 
 
Staff Present: City Manager Paul Bueche, Assistant City Manager Adam 

Zettel,  Deputy City Clerk/Finance Officer  Mary Jo Clark,   
City Attorney Colin Linsenman. 

 
Others Present: Tommy Butler,  Bob Plumb, Boots Abrams, Martin Patterson, 

Consumers Energy, John Gilbert, Ron Schultz, Roger Bloss, 
Phil Bracey, Jim Florence. 

 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
 Resolution No. 090223-01       (Carried) 
 
  Motion by Mayor Pro-Tem Porath 
  Second by Councilmember Hurt 

 
I Move the Swartz Creek City Council hereby approve the  Minutes for the Regular 
Council Meeting,  held February 9, 2009, as amended,  to be circulated and placed on 
file. 

 
YES:  Binder, Hicks, Hurt, Krueger, Porath, Shumaker, Abrams.  
NO:    None. Motion Declared Carried. 

 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
 Resolution No. 090223-02       (Carried) 

 
Motion by Councilmember Krueger 
Second by Councilmember Shumaker 
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I Move the Swartz Creek City Council approve the Agenda, as printed, for the Regular 
Council Meeting of February 23, 2009 to be circulated and placed on file. 

 
YES: Hicks, Hurt, Krueger, Porath, Shumaker, Abrams, Binder. 
NO: None.  Motion declared carried. 

 
REPORTS AND COMMUNICATIONS: 
 
City Manager’s Report 
 
  Resolution No. 090223-03       (Carried) 
 

 Motion by Councilmember Shumaker 
Second by Councilmember Krueger 
 
 I Move the Swartz Creek City Council approve the City Manager’s Report of 

February 23, 2009, to be circulated and placed on file. 
 
Discussion Took Place. 
 

YES: Hurt, Krueger, Porath, Shumaker, Abrams, Binder, Hicks. 
NO: None.  Motion declared carried. 

 
All other reports and communications were accepted and placed on file. 
 
MEETING OPENED TO THE PUBLIC: 
 
None.  
 
COUNCIL BUSINESS:    
 
Grant Easement, Consumer’s Energy, Property ID # 58-36-400-007 
 
 Resolution No. 090223-04       (Carried) 
 
  Motion by Councilmember Hicks 
  Second by Councilmember Hurt 

 
I Move the City of Swartz Creek grant an easement to Consumer’s Energy, language as 
follows, drawing attached: 

 
EASEMENT FOR ELECTRIC FACILITIES 

 321CIT -2007 
58-36-400-007 File # 1845 
 
CITY OF SWARTZ CREEK, a Michigan municipal corporation, 8083 Civic Drive, 
Swartz Creek, Michigan 48473 , Grantor, for good and valuable consideration 
paid to Grantor by CONSUMERS ENERGY COMPANY, a Michigan corporation, 
One Energy Plaza, Jackson, Michigan 49201-2276, Grantee, receipt of which is 
hereby acknowledged, Conveys and Warrants to Grantee, its successors and 
assigns, Forever, the easement and right to enter upon the land hereinafter 
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described and to construct, operate, maintain, repair, inspect, replace, improve, 
enlarge and remove electric transmission and distribution facilities consisting of 
one line of poles with wires, cables, conductors, braces, guys, anchors, 
transformers and other fixtures and appurtenances, and lateral lines where 
hereinafter indicated, in, over and across said land, including all public highways 
upon or adjacent to said land, which land is in the City of Swartz Creek, County 
of Genesee and State of Michigan, and described as: 
 
A parcel of land in the Southeast 1/4 of Section 36, Township 7 North, Range 5 
East described as:  Beginning at the South 1/4 corner of Section 36; thence 
North 37 feet; thence Northeasterly along the South line of Supervisor's Plat of 
Larobardiere Acres to the West line of Lot 11 of said plat; thence South to the 
centerline of Swartz Creek; thence Southwesterly along said creek to the South 
line of Section 36; thence West to the place of beginning, and 
 
That part of the North 1/2 of the Northeast 1/4 of Section 1, Township 6 North, 
Range 5 East lying Northerly of Swartz Creek. 
 
Said line of poles is to be located in, over and across said land on a center line 
described as follows: 
 
Beginning in the centerline of Consumers existing electric line at a point not more 
than 105 feet nor less than 55 feet North of the South line of Section 36, 
Township 7 North, Range 5 East  at a point not more than 170 feet nor less than 
120 feet East of the North and South 1/4 line of Section 36; thence Southwesterly 
to a point not more than 185 feet nor less than 135 feet South of the North line of 
Section 1, Township 6 North,  Range 5 East at a point not more than 65 feet nor 
less than 51 feet West of the North and South 1/4 line of Section 1; thence 
Southwesterly to the centerline of Consumers existing electric line at a point not 
more than 380 feet nor less than 330 feet South of the North line of Section 1 at 
a point not more than 410 feet nor less than 360 feet West of the North and 
South 1/4 line of Section 1. 
 
Also conveying the right, from time to time and at no additional cost to Grantee, 
to cut, trim, remove, destroy or otherwise control any trees and brush which may, 
in the opinion of the Grantee, interfere or threaten to interfere with or be 
hazardous to said facilities.  Grantor agrees that no buildings or other structures 
will be placed under or over said facilities or within such proximity thereto as to 
interfere with or, in the opinion of Grantee, threaten to interfere with the 
construction, operation or maintenance of said facilities.  Guy wires and anchors 
may be placed at such locations on and under the land described above as may 
be required.  Additional wires, cables and conductors may be installed on said 
line of poles at any time hereafter.  Nonuse or a limited use of this easement by 
Grantee shall not prevent Grantee from later making use of the easement to the 
full extent herein authorized. 
 
This easement is exempt from real estate transfer tax pursuant to MCLA 
207.505(f) and from State real estate transfer tax pursuant to the provisions of 
MCLA 207.526(f). 
 
 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, Grantor has caused this instrument to be executed by 
its duly authorized officers this             day of                                       , 2009, 
pursuant to a Resolution of the City Commission dated the                             day 
of                                            , 2009. 

 
 

CITY OF SWARTZ CREEK 
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By___________________________________________  
                                      Mayor 

 
By___________________________________________  
                                           Clerk 

 
                                                               

(MUNICIPAL CORPORATION ACKNOWLEDGMENT) 
 

The foregoing instrument was acknowledged before me in 
_______________________________ County, Michigan this _____________ 
day of                                  , 2009, by                                                                        
, Mayor, and                                                              , Clerk of the City of Swartz 
Creek, a Michigan municipal corporation on behalf of the corporation.  
 
         
  Notary public 
State of Michigan, County of                        
Acting in the County of        
My commission expires        

 
 

Prepared By:  Nancy Todd 2/17/09 
Consumers Energy Company 
One Energy Plaza  
Jackson, Michigan 49201-2276 
 
 
Return to:  Consumers Energy Company 
Business Services – Real Estate 
Attn:  NPTodd, EP7- 439 
One Energy Plaza 
Jackson, MI  49201-2276 
 

Discussion Took Place. 
  

YES:  Krueger, Porath, Shumaker, Abrams, Binder, Hicks, Hurt. 
NO:   None. Motion Declared Carried. 

 
Annual Membership Contribution, Genesee County Re-Cycling Coalition 
 
 Resolution No. 090223-05      (Carried)  
     
  Motion by Councilmember Binder 
  Second by Councilmember Hurt 

 
I Move the City of Swartz Creek continue its membership in the Genesee County 
Recycling Coalition and further, approve the annual membership payment of $750 to 
the organization.   

 
   YES: Porath, Shumaker, Abrams, Binder, Hicks, Hurt, Krueger. 
   NO: None.  Motion Declared Carried. 
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Senior Center Building Addition Concept 
 
 Resolution No. 090223-06        (Carried) 
 
   Motion by Councilmember Hurt 
   Second by Councilmember Krueger 
 

WHEREAS, the City passed a resolution on December 8, 2008 that 
endorsed a concept for the construction of an addition to the Sr. Center 
facility with the City loaning a portion of construction costs, the resolution 
as follows: 

 
Senior Center Addition, Construction Concept 

 
 Resolution No. 081208-04     (Carried) 
 
  Motion by Councilmember Hicks 
  Second by Councilmember Hurt 

 
WHEREAS, the Swartz Creek Area Senior Citizens Center has been in operation since 

1980 and incorporated since 1982 as a public not for profit IRS 501(c)(3) entity, serving a regional 
area defined as the Swartz Creek School District boundaries consisting of significant portions of four 
Townships; Gaines, Clayton, Mundy and Flint, and the Village’s of Gaines, Lennon and City’s of 
Swartz Creek and a small portion of Flint; and 

 
WHEREAS, operational and activities funding through the 1980’s and 1990’s was primarily 

based on private donation revenues with City funded housing and associated expenses; and 
 
WHEREAS, a signatory effort containing 697 validated voter signatures, asking for a ballot 

request of 0.5 mills for services, programs and operational costs, for a period of ten years, for the 
voters of the City of Swartz Creek, was presented to the City Council on August 14, 2000.  The City 
Council voted to place the request before the voters at the General Election of November 7, 2000, the 
electorate of the City approving the request with the first collection in July, 2001; and 

 
WHEREAS, in 2001, the Swartz Creek Area Senior Citizens determined the need and 

desire to expand or reconstruct their facilities due to continued and anticipated  membership growth, 
and further, have drawn conceptual plans for additions to the existing building as well as 
reconstruction of a new building; and 

 
WHEREAS, the City Levy of 0.5 mill was replaced with a county-wide 10 year levy of 0.7 

mill on August 8, 2006, to provide programs, activities and services for seniors, to-which the 
operational activities for the Swartz Creek Area Senior Citizens Center is funded; and 

 
WHEREAS, prior to the approval of the County millage, the Swartz Creek Area Senior 

Citizens Center, through the City’s Levy and private donations, set aside approximately $300,000 to 
fund either a capital improvement project for the existing building or the construction of a new facility; 
and 

 
WHEREAS, the cost of a new building was determined to be prohibitive and although an 

addition may present some logistical problems, it is the only cost feasible solution; and  
 
WHEREAS, the Senior Center has retained the services of an architect and drafted two 

conceptual floor plans and preliminary cost estimates for an addition, copies of which are attached; 
and 

 
WHEREAS, Genesee County Metropolitan Planning Commission, the medium through 

which the County Senior Levy funds are distributed, have indicated that the Swartz Creek Area 
Senior Citizens Center is eligible for a $200,000 grant for capital improvements in the form of an 
addition to the existing Center, such grant would bring a total of $500,000 the Senior Center has to 
spend towards an expansion to the Center; and  

 
WHEREAS, the Swartz Creek Senior Citizens Center has requested permission to 

construct an addition and assistance from the City in funding the balance of construction, estimated to 
be between $300,000 and $500,000;  and 
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WHEREAS, the City is unable to make a contribution for such an amount from its General 
Fund, however, under certain conditions, a loan is possible from an enterprise fund such as water or 
sewer. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council endorse the selection of 

Option Number A, as an addition to the Swartz Creek Senior Center Building, and further, directs the 
Administrative Staff to work with the Swartz Creek Area Senior Citizens Center Board, as follows: 

 
1.  In conjunction with the Swartz Creek Area Senior Citizens Center, initiate formal application 

to Genesee County for a grant in the maximum amount allowable. 
 

2. Prepare a draft lease between the City and the Swartz Creek Senior Citizens Center. 
 

3. Prepare a draft loan agreement between the General Fund and an appropriate enterprise 
fund. 

 
4. Prepare a construction budget. 

 
5. Prepare a revised draft of the Senior Citizens Center Budget. 

 
6. Initiate site plan review process. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that upon completion of each of the directives and any other 

data that may be needed, that they be brought back before the City Council for review, and further, 
upon collection of all data, information and commitments, a final decision by the City shall be 
rendered. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City Council hereby finds and determines that the making of 
the proposed building improvements for the use of the Swartz Creek Area Senior Citizens, Inc. 
constitutes actions directed toward the improvement of the social, legal, health, housing, educational, 
emotional, nutritional, recreational, or mobility status of older persons within the purview of 1976 PA 
39 [MCL 400.571 et seq]. 
  
Discussion Took Place. 
  
YES:  Krueger, Porath, Shumaker, Abrams, Binder, Hicks, Hurt. 
NO:   None. Motion Declared Carried. 
 

WHEREAS, the Swartz Creek Area Senior Citizens Center has determined that the 
costs for the planned addition exceed the financial capabilities of the organization and 
without significant financial assistance from the City, they may be limited in their mission 
of providing programs and activities for Senior’s; and 

 
WHEREAS, the City, although desirous to assist, is facing significant financial 
challenges in the upcoming years  and cannot commit to additional General Fund 
expenses in any department, and further, will need to reduce its current contributions in 
all General Fund supported departments in order to continue to provide adequate levels 
of service to its residents; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Sr. Center has downsized the proposed addition and has drafted a 
conceptual budget that is economical and affordable and permits them to construct an 
addition that will eliminate the need to borrow funds from the City; and  

 
WHEREAS, the City Council hereby finds and determines that the making of the 
proposed downsized building improvements for the use of the Swartz Creek Area 
Senior Citizens, Inc. constitutes actions directed toward the improvement of the social, 
legal, health, housing, educational, emotional, nutritional, recreational, or mobility status 
of older persons within the purview of 1976 PA 39 [MCL 400.571 et seq]. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, I move that the City Council direct the City Manager, City 
Attorney and staff to prepare a lease agreement with the following general conditions: 
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1. The existing agreement(s) with the Center be dissolved. 
2. As long as the County collects a levy within the City and distributes funds to the 

Sr. Center, the City will not levy for the authorized .5 mills for the duration of the 
collection period. 

3. A new lease shall be drafted for the existing center. 
4. Provisions within the new lease will allow for leaseholder improvements by the 

lessee (Sr. Center). 
5. If the Sr. Center elects to construct an addition, the project will be theirs.  The 

project will follow normal site plan approval process and in compliance with all 
applicable ordinances.  All construction funding will be the responsibility of the 
Center. 

6. The City will permit the expenditure of funds held by the Center for the 
construction of an addition to the existing building.  If the Center fails to construct 
an addition, then the funds will be returned to the City and either refunded to the 
taxpayers or expended on programs or activities as provided for in the ballot 
language.  

7. All expenses associated with the building and the Center will be the responsibility 
of the Center, including, but not limited to maintenance, utilities, janitorial, repairs, 
inspections, etc.  The City will provide lawn care and snow removal, without 
charge.  As long as the program is available, the City will designate the 15% 
allotment of C.D.B.G. Funds.  Additionally, and as long as the City can afford it, an 
additional cash contribution of $5,000 per year towards maintenance will be 
made.  This contribution will terminate in the event the City is forced to reduce its 
workforce due to budget constraints.   

8. In the event of the dissolution of the SCASC, the building and all funds and assets 
will be turned over to the City. 

 
BE IT FURTHER DIRECTED that upon negotiation and tentative agreement with 

the Sr. Center, a final draft be brought back before the Council for review and 
determination. 

 
Discussion Took Place. 

 
   YES:  Shumaker, Abrams, Binder, Hicks, Hurt, Krueger, Porath. 
   NO: None.  Motion Declared Carried. 
 
NSP Participation        (Discussion Topic) 
 

Assistant City Manager Zettel made a brief presentation regarding the Neighborhood 
Stabilization Program.  Mr. Zettel stated that the City’s foreclosed houses are scattered about 
the city, with the exception of Winchester Village, which makes it difficult to target a specific 
neighborhood for the program.  Mr. Zettel stated that the Land Bank organization would be 
owning, operating and maintaining these properties for rentals or for sale some time in the 
future. Mr. Zettel said that he wasn’t sure that organization has the capacity to do that in the 
City based on past experience with the one Land Bank owned parcel in the City.  Mr. Zettel 
stated that the City has more ability, in extreme circumstances, to rehabilitate or tear down 
buildings that are bank foreclosed than if they are owned by the Land Bank.  Mr. Zettel stated 
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that there are two houses in the City that need to be demolished. He stated that those two 
houses will be submitted to Genesee County Planning.   

 
Discussion Ensued. 

 
MEETING OPENED TO THE PUBLIC 
 
None.  
 
REMARKS BY COUNCILMEMBERS: 
 
Councilmember  Binder talked about the training that she attended in Frankenmuth.  Ms. 
Binder stated that she enjoyed the training. 
 
Councilmember Shumaker stated that he was pleased that lower rates could be negotiated 
with the church for use during elections.   
 
Councilmember Krueger had questions about the City Manager’s report.  Mr. Krueger wanted 
to know if the drainage problem on Young Drive had been taken care.  City Manager Bueche 
stated that the problem has not yet been addressed , but that it may be taken care of in the 
Spring.  Mr. Krueger questioned the term “stranded cost” that appeared on page 92 in the City 
Manager’s report.  Mr. Bueche stated that he was unsure but that he will check into it.   
 
Mayor Pro-Tem Porath talked about the FANG meeting that was upcoming.  Mr. Porath stated 
that he may not be able to attend and asked if someone could cover for him at the meeting.   
 
ADJOURNMENT:  
 
There being no objection, Mayor Abrams declared the meeting adjourned at 7:55 p.m. 
 
 
Richard Abrams, Mayor    Mary Jo Clark, Deputy City Clerk  
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03/04/2009                                            CHECK REGISTER FOR CITY OF SWARTZ CREEK                                               
01:39 pm                                              CHECK DATE FROM 02/01/2009 - 02/28/2009                                                      
                                                                     Bank GEN                                                                      

Check Date Bank/Check # Name Description Amount Voided?

2/5/2009 GEN 31555 ALLIE BROTHERS INC SEW BRAID ON UNIFORM PAINT/SHIPPING 17.17
2/5/2009 GEN 31556 APPLIED INDUSTRIAL LUBRICANT SHOVEL CLEANERS ASPHALT 89.37

2/5/2009 GEN 31557 ARROW UNIFORM RENTAL MATS, SUPPLIES 26.38
UNIFORMS, MATS, SUPPLIES, ENV. 82.27

108.65

2/5/2009 GEN 31558 BASIC COPAY/OFFICE VISIT/AGUILAR/KORTH/ESKEW  134.20
2/5/2009 GEN 31559 BELL EQUIPMENT CO SPALDING TWO TON TRAILER MOUNTED HOT PAT 18,000.00
2/5/2009 GEN 31560 BRADYS BUSINESS SYSTEMS MAINT. AGREEMENT 1/5-2/15/09 40.00

2/5/2009 GEN 31561 CITY OF SWARTZ CREEK 10/20/08-1/20/09 UB 5121 MORRISH 127.25
10/20/08-1/20/09 UB 8100 CIVIC 478.54
10/20-1/20/09 UB 8095 CIVIC 214.46
10/20/08-1/20/09 UB 8083 CIVIC 445.46

1,265.71

2/5/2009 GEN 31562 COMFORT INN MAMC INST 3/8-3/12/09 357.00
2/5/2009 GEN 31563 CONSUMERS ENERGY 1/1-1/31/09 TRAFFIC LIGHTS 352.39
2/5/2009 GEN 31564 CONSUMERS ENERGY 1/1-1/31/09 SIRENS 21.51
2/5/2009 GEN 31565 CREEK AUTO SERVICES LLC NEW BRAKES & ROTOR, LOF MONTHLY MAINT 718.65
2/5/2009 GEN 31566 DETROIT SALT COMPANY ROAD SALT @ $41.43 PER TON 2,065.28
2/5/2009 GEN 31567 GALLS FLASHLIGHTS 194.97
2/5/2009 GEN 31568 GEN CTY ROAD COMMISSION OCT 08 S-MTCE/OPERATIONS 740.23

2/5/2009 GEN 31569 GILL ROYS HARDWARE SURVEY STAKE 13.49
AAA BETTERIES 7.48
SURVEY STAKE 13.49
RED LATEX ENAMEL 31.99
2 - CYCLE OIL 9.99
13 GAL & 55 GAL TRASH BAGS 37.84
4 TON HAND PULLER 23.97
MAILBOX/MYLAR 13.75
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SINGLE CUT KEY TO FIREHALL QTY 4 7.16

159.16

2/5/2009 GEN 31570 GOV'T FINANCE OFFICERS ASSOC. REQ $ FOR INTERENT TRNG:PERF MEASUREMENT 99.00

2/5/2009 GEN 31571 GRAFF FINANCIAL LLC HEX BOLT/SEAL/OIL PAN 510.09
FILTER RETURN (73.46)

436.63

2/5/2009 GEN 31572 INFINITE SOLUTIONS BACKUP PROBLEM/REPLACE HARD DRIVE 150.00
PRINTER AND TONER 735.00
QTY 5 36.4 GB HARD DRIVE 250.00

1,135.00

2/5/2009 GEN 31573 KNAPHEIDE TRUCK EQUIPMENT CURB GUARD KIT - SINGLE 71.38
CUTTNG EDGE KIT 613.67
CUTTING EDGE ASSY/CENTER FLAP KIT 573.29
RETURN CUTTING EDGE ASSY CR INV #1087102 (342.00)
RETURN CUTTING EDGE ASSY & FLAP KIT (573.29)

343.05

2/5/2009 GEN 31574 MEDLAW LLC BLOOD DRAW MICHELLE GUENTHER 90.00
BLOOD DRAW JOHN WEBB (HOLIDAY) 180.00
BLOOD DRAW ANTHONY OSTWALD 90.00

360.00

2/5/2009 GEN 31575 MID TOWN PRINTING SIGNATURE STAMP-CLOLINGER/ RET ADDRS ENV 64.50
2/5/2009 GEN 31576 NICK PAUL TRAINING K-9 - MOTEL ROOM/FOOD/FUEL 512.70
2/5/2009 GEN 31577 ROWE INC SNTRY SWR/CDR CK/MRRSH RD/UPDT STM SWR M 1,171.75
2/5/2009 GEN 31578 ROWE INC DESIGN PLANS AND BID DOCUMENTS/MORRISH R 4,098.75
2/5/2009 GEN 31579 ROWE INC RECONST DESIGN FOR MORRISH RD/RACEWAY TO 7,864.75
2/5/2009 GEN 31580 ROWE INC CONSTRUCTION ENGINEERING SEYMO 2,371.25
2/5/2009 GEN 31581 SCHAEFER'S OFFICE SOURCE 55 GAL LINERS/TISSUES 221.64

2
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2/5/2009 GEN 31582 VALLEY PETROLEUM JAN 09 FUEL USEAGE - DPW 1,415.62
2/5/2009 GEN 31583 VALLEY PETROLEUM JAN 09 FUEL USEAGE - POLICE 1,078.73

2/12/2009 GEN 31584 ACE ASPHALT & PAVING CO INC COLD PATCH 411.60
COLD PATCH 572.32

983.92

2/12/2009 GEN 31585 APPLIED INDUSTRIAL LIP TYPE SMALL DIA SEAL 32.32

2/12/2009 GEN 31586 ARROW UNIFORM RENTAL MATS, SUPPLIES 26.13
UNIFORMS, MATS, SUPPLIES, ENV. 93.30

119.43

2/12/2009 GEN 31587 AT & T 1/2-2/1/09 810-R01-8443-014 3 16.40
2/12/2009 GEN 31588 AT & T 1/2-2/1/09 810 R01-7836 523 0 LEIN 53.80
2/12/2009 GEN 31589 C & H CONSTRUCTION CO INC REPAIR WATERMAIN/DAVAL 1,006.25
2/12/2009 GEN 31590 CITY OF SWARTZ CREEK PETTY CASH REIMBURSEMENT 176.08
2/12/2009 GEN 31591 CONSUMERS ENERGY 1/8-2/7/09 E 4125 ELMS RD 25.95
2/12/2009 GEN 31592 CONSUMERS ENERGY 1/9-2/7/09 A 4125 ELMS RD PAVILION 19.76
2/12/2009 GEN 31593 CONSUMERS ENERGY 1/7-2/4/09 A 8011 MILLER RD 15.00
2/12/2009 GEN 31594 CONSUMERS ENERGY 17/-2/4/09 A 5121 MORRISH RD 984.06
2/12/2009 GEN 31595 CONSUMERS ENERGY 1/7-2/4/09 E 8083 CIVIC DR 881.11
2/12/2009 GEN 31596 CONSUMERS ENERGY 1/7-2/4/09 E 5127 MORRISH RD 15.00
2/12/2009 GEN 31597 CONSUMERS ENERGY 1/6-2/3/09 E 5257 WINSHALL DR 15.00
2/12/2009 GEN 31598 CONSUMERS ENERGY 1/7-2/4/09 E 8301 CAPPY LN 352.41
2/12/2009 GEN 31599 CONSUMERS ENERGY 1/6-2/3/09 A 5361 WINSHALL DR 15.00
2/12/2009 GEN 31600 CONSUMERS ENERGY 1/7-2/4/09 E 8100 CIVIC DR 2,368.69
2/12/2009 GEN 31601 CONSUMERS ENERGY 1/7-2/4/09 E 8059 FORTINO DR 23.39
2/12/2009 GEN 31602 CONSUMERS ENERGY 1/7-2/4/09 E 8499 MILLER RD 25.44
2/12/2009 GEN 31603 CONSUMERS ENERGY 1/6-2/3/09 E WINSHALL RESTROOMS 35.24
2/12/2009 GEN 31604 CONSUMERS ENERGY 1/7-2/4/09 A 4438 MORRISH 179.51
2/12/2009 GEN 31605 CONSUMERS ENERGY 1/7-2/4/09 E 8095 CIVIC DR 783.11
2/12/2009 GEN 31606 CONSUMERS ENERGY 1/7-2/4/09 A 9099 MILLER RD 21.85
2/12/2009 GEN 31607 CONSUMERS ENERGY 1/1-1/31/09 STREET LIGHTS 9,712.47
2/12/2009 GEN 31608 CONSUMERS ENERGY 1/1-1/31/09 4524 MORRISH RD 41.93
2/12/2009 GEN 31609 CONSUMERS ENERGY 1/1-1/31/09 ELMS PARKING LOT 27.13

2/12/2009 GEN 31610 DELTA DENTAL PLAN JAN 09 DENTAL - RETIREES (3) 157.93
JAN 09 ADJ. ZETTEL 90.48
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248.41

2/12/2009 GEN 31611 DETROIT SALT COMPANY ROAD SALT @ $41.43 PER TON 2,059.48

2/12/2009 GEN 31612 GEN CTY ROAD COMMISSION NOV. 08 S-MTCE/OPERATIONS 402.63
DEC 08 S-MTCE/OPERATIONS 201.91

604.54

2/12/2009 GEN 31613 GENESEE COUNTY 2008 ASSESS CHANGE NOTICES 70.07
2/12/2009 GEN 31614 GENESEE CTY DRAIN COMMISSIONER DEC 08 COMM/READY TO SERVE 32,029.05
2/12/2009 GEN 31615 GOV'T FINANCE OFFICERS ASSOC. ACCTING FOR CAPTL ASSETS:  A GUIDE STATE 46.70

2/12/2009 GEN 31616 INFINITE SOLUTIONS INSTALLED & CONFIG PRINTER/ZETTEL 75.00
REPAIR NETWORK CABLE/POLICE 75.00

150.00

2/12/2009 GEN 31617 LANDMARK APPRAISAL CO COMMERCIAL & INDUSTRIAL REAPPRAISAL 2,000.00
COMMERCIAL & INDUSTRIAL REAPPRAISAL 2,250.00

4,250.00

2/12/2009 GEN 31618 MCLAREN MEDICAL MANAGEMENT INC MEDICAL PHYSICAL/J. NEERING 146.00
2/12/2009 GEN 31619 METROPOLITAN TITLE CO. UB OVRPMT 6509 BRISTOL 1.00
2/12/2009 GEN 31620 MGFOA FINANCIAL STMT TRAIN/M JO CLARK/2-23-09 100.00

2/12/2009 GEN 31621 MID MICHIGAN MANUFACTURING JETTED SEWER PLUG/8329 CAPPY LN 397.50
MOTOR STARTERS/CAPPY LN LIFT STATION 160.00

557.50

2/12/2009 GEN 31622 RICHARD ABRAMS SMALL CITIES DINNER/MEETING 0.00 V

2/12/2009 GEN 31623 RWS OF MID MICHIGAN GARBAGE/RECYCLING/YARD WASTE FY09 18,523.18
JAN 09 FUEL/ENVIRO FEE 134.82

18,658.00
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2/12/2009 GEN 31624 S.L.C. METER SERVICE PROBE ADVANTAGE II COMPLETE ARB 1,260.00
2/12/2009 GEN 31625 SIMEN FIGURA & PARKER PLC JAN 09 GEN'L/TRAFFIC/ORDIN 7,333.50
2/12/2009 GEN 31626 SWARTZ CREEK AREA FIRE DEPT. JAN 09 MONTHLY RUNS 3,253.99
2/12/2009 GEN 31627 UIS PROGRAMMABLE SERVICES ADJUST ALARM OUTPUT @ CAPPY LN LIFT STN 442.00
2/12/2009 GEN 31628 VALLEY PETROLEUM HYDROLIC OIL 81.00
2/12/2009 GEN 31629 VERIZON NORTH 1/25-2/25/09 635-8109 67.04
2/12/2009 GEN 31630 WOODS COLLISION REPLACE MIRROR/TRIM PANEL 170.00
2/19/2009 GEN 31631 A+ SUPPLY CO INC MOG MH LAMP/MOG-BASE HPS LAMT/QTY 4 55.42
2/19/2009 GEN 31632 ACE ASPHALT & PAVING CO INC COLD PATCH 1,154.44
2/19/2009 GEN 31633 AMERICAN MESSAGING FEB 09 810-833-2563/810-833-1159 21.98

2/19/2009 GEN 31634 ARROW UNIFORM RENTAL UNIFORMS, MATS, SUPPLIES, ENV. 81.49
MATS, SUPPLIES 26.13

107.62

2/19/2009 GEN 31635 BLUE CARE NETWORK-EAST MI MARCH 09 MED INS KELLY 600.46
MARCH 09 MED INS PETRUCHA 1,381.05
DEC. 08 ADJ. N. PAUL 173.57

2,155.08

2/19/2009 GEN 31636 CONSUMERS ENERGY CDBG LIGHTING PROJ/PUB STR ENHM. ELMS RD 21,237.23
2/19/2009 GEN 31637 CRYSTAL WATER COMPANY JAN 09 RENTAL/2 JUGS 25.00
2/19/2009 GEN 31638 FLINT JOURNAL NOTICE TO AMEND ZONING APPENDIX A 46.55
2/19/2009 GEN 31639 GENESEE CTY DRAIN COMMISSIONER SPECIAL ASSESS DRAINS 2008 2,270.00
2/19/2009 GEN 31640 GENESEE VALLEY DODGE CHANGE OIL & FILTER 106.90
2/19/2009 GEN 31641 GRAFF FINANCIAL LLC HOSE 208.33

2/19/2009 GEN 31642 HYDRO DESIGNS WATER CROSS CONNECTION CONTROL AND COMPL 375.00
WATER CROSS CONNECTION CONTROL AND COMPL 375.00

750.00

2/19/2009 GEN 31643 INFINITE SOLUTIONS CONFIGURE KYOCERA & WKSTATIONS AT POLICE 187.50
HARDWAR NETWRKNG KYOCERA PTR/SCAN AT POL 70.00

257.50
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2/19/2009 GEN 31644 JAMIE TERRELL MILEAGE REIMB 1/19-2/13/09 31.35

2/19/2009 GEN 31645 JOHNS TRUCK SERVICE REPLACE POWER STEERING PUMP & LINE 715.00
REPAIR HYDROLIC LEAK AT PUMP 140.00
REPLACE EXHAUST/TIGHTEN POWER STEER BLT 346.28

1,201.28

2/19/2009 GEN 31646 NEXTEL COMMUNICATIONS JAN 09 MONTHLY BILL 508.78
2/19/2009 GEN 31647 PITNEY BOWES CREDIT CORP. RENTAL CHARGES 11/30-2/28/09 177.00
2/19/2009 GEN 31648 ROWE INC UPDATE GIS MAP 1,165.50

2/19/2009 GEN 31649 SUBURBAN AUTO SUPPLY OIL FILTER & AIR FILTER 21.98
OIL FILTER (QTY 2) 13.98
OIL FILTER 5.99
AIR FILTER 7.99

49.94

2/19/2009 GEN 31650 UNUM LIFE INSURANCE MARCH 09 LIFE INS SHANNON/SNELL 12.05
2/19/2009 GEN 31651 VALLEY PETROLEUM 10W30 OIL 25.80
2/19/2009 GEN 31652 VALLEY PETROLEUM 10W30 OIL 25.80
2/19/2009 GEN 31653 VERIZON NORTH 2/4-3/4/09 635-4402 132.92
2/19/2009 GEN 31654 VERIZON NORTH 2/1-3/1/09 635-4401 182.07
2/26/2009 GEN 31655 ADVANCED MARKETING LEIN PAPER 56.86

2/26/2009 GEN 31656 ARROW UNIFORM RENTAL MATS, SUPPLIES 26.13
UNIFORMS, MATS, SUPPLIES, ENV. 81.49

107.62

2/26/2009 GEN 31657 BRADYS BUSINESS SYSTEMS COPY MAINT AGREEMENT 2/15-3/15/09 50.98
2/26/2009 GEN 31658 CENTRAL MICH ASSOC CHIEFS OF POLICMEMBERSHIP/CLOLINGER 20.00
2/26/2009 GEN 31659 CITY OF SWARTZ CREEK PETTY CASH REIMB 143.67
2/26/2009 GEN 31660 CLARK FIRE & SAFTEY INC SEALS/VALVE STEMS/O-RINGS 448.00
2/26/2009 GEN 31661 COMCAST BUSINESS 2/26-3/25/09 SERVICES 165.00

2/26/2009 GEN 31662 CREEK AUTO SERVICES LLC MONTHLY MAINT. 07-375 28.95
MONTHLY MAINT. 06-112 37.90
MONTHLY MAINT. 05-275 28.95
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95.80

2/26/2009 GEN 31663 DELTA DENTAL PLAN MARCH 09 VISION - RETIREES (3) 13.05
2/26/2009 GEN 31664 DETROIT SALT COMPANY ROAD SALT @ $41.43 PER TON 2,050.37
2/26/2009 GEN 31665 DURAND RENTALS 2 PORTAJON RENTALS/ELMS PARK 1/6-2/3/09 150.00

2/26/2009 GEN 31666 ELITE BUSINESS PRODUCTS OFFICE SUPPLIES 187.60
PRINTER TONER 59.00
RETURN FILE STORAGE BOXES (169.99)

76.61

2/26/2009 GEN 31667 GCGC SPRING MTG AGUILAR/KORTH 24.00

2/26/2009 GEN 31668 GEN CTY ROAD COMMISSION NO LEFT TURN SIGN 15.78
JAN 09 S-MTCE/OPERATIONS 274.91

290.69

2/26/2009 GEN 31669 GENESEE CTY DRAIN COMMISSIONER JAN 09 COMM/READY TO SERVE 63,361.46
2/26/2009 GEN 31670 KHALIL NEMER MONTHLY RENT 5438 MILLER AMB BLDG 758.34

2/26/2009 GEN 31671 KLASSIC LAWN & LANDSCAPE LLC PLOW CITY STREETS/WALKS 570.00
PLOW CITY LOTS/WALKS 1,650.00

2,220.00

2/26/2009 GEN 31672 KNAPHEIDE TRUCK EQUIPMENT CUTTING EDGE KIT 153.42
2/26/2009 GEN 31673 LANDMARK APPRAISAL CO FEB 09 MONTHLY SERVICE 2,233.33
2/26/2009 GEN 31674 LEAMY FAMILY TRUST WINTER 08 TAX OVRPMT 7409 CROSSCREEK 1.00
2/26/2009 GEN 31675 LETAVIS ENTERPRISES INC. DEC 08 12 VEH. WASHES @ 6.75 EA 81.00
2/26/2009 GEN 31676 MARY JO CLARK MILEAGE REIMB/SEMINAR IN LANSING 60.50
2/26/2009 GEN 31677 MID STATES BOLT AND SCREW CO LOCKNUTS (QTY 29) 19.67
2/26/2009 GEN 31678 PITNEY BOWES INC. 4 RIBBON CASSETTES/POSTAGE METER 124.08
2/26/2009 GEN 31679 PRISM TITLE & CLOSING SERVICES LTD WINTER 08 TAX OVRPMT 5050 WINSTON 15.29
2/26/2009 GEN 31680 RICHARD ABRAMS SMALL CITIES DINNER/MEETING 35.09
2/26/2009 GEN 31681 ROLAND HARMER WINTER 08 TAX OVRPMT 109 ASHLEY 2.18
2/26/2009 GEN 31682 ROWE INC PERMIT FEE FOR PLANS/MEIJER 0.00 V

2/26/2009 GEN 31683 S.L.C. METER SERVICE 40 R-900 METERS 3,400.00
METER SUPPLIES 487.06
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3,887.06

2/26/2009 GEN 31684 SCHAEFER'S OFFICE SOURCE OFFICE SUPPLIES 467.02
2/26/2009 GEN 31685 SCOTT TIRE SALES INC. FLAT REPAIR/NEW TIRE 306.09

2/26/2009 GEN 31686 SELF SERVE LUMBER CO. TREATED LUMBER/NEW BENCHES ELMS PARK 214.23
TREATED LUMBER/NEW BENCHES WINSHALL PARK 76.50

290.73

2/26/2009 GEN 31687 SOUPAL CLEANERS UNIFORM CLEANING JAN 09 73.00

2/26/2009 GEN 31688 STATE OF MICHIGAN DEPT TRANS LOCAL PROG BILLING #8 MILLER/ELMS INTERS 1,503.75
LOCAL PROGRESS BILLING #6 ELMS RD 42,109.24

43,612.99

2/26/2009 GEN 31689 SUBURBAN AUTO SUPPLY CREEPER 42.99
AIR FILTER/RETURN AIR FILTER 5.15
IGN WIRE SET 83.98
IDLER PULLEY 18.13
RETURN OIL FILTER/PURCHASE OIL FILTER (2.50)
AIR FILTER/OIL FILTER 23.48

171.23

2/26/2009 GEN 31690 UNITED METHODIST CHURCH -SW CK DONATION FOR BUILDING USE FOR CAMP 911 100.00
2/26/2009 GEN 31691 UPS SHIPPING 8.85
2/26/2009 GEN 31692 VALLEY PETROLEUM 15W40 OIL 28.68
2/26/2009 GEN 31693 VERIZON NORTH 2/7-3/7/09 B10-1133 161.10
2/26/2009 GEN 31694 VERIZON NORTH 2/10-3/10/09 635-4464 449.56
2/26/2009 GEN 31695 VERIZON NORTH 2/13-3/13/09 635-4495 61.31
2/26/2009 GEN 31696 VERIZON NORTH 2/16-3/16/09 810 TX4-1386 193.69
2/26/2009 GEN 31697 YOUNG'S ENVIRONMENTAL CLEANUP INCSANITARY MANHOLE REHAB (21) 16,026.00
2/27/2009 GEN 31698 GENESEE CTY DRAIN COMMISSIONER PERMIT FEE FOR PLANS 500.00

TOTAL OF 144 Checks: 305,900.05
(2 Checks Voided)
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CDBG Elms Road Enhancement Project 
 
 Resolution No. 090209-04       (Carried) 
 
  Motion by Councilmember Hicks 
  Second by Councilmember Hurt 

 
WHEREAS, the City of Swartz Creek, on July 14, 2008, amended the three year 
Community Development Block Grant Distribution in the total amount of $37,672, 
and authorized these funds to be allocated as follows: 15% to the Swartz Creek 
Senior Citizens Operations in the amount of $5,650.08, and the remaining 85% to 
the Elms Road Enhancement Project in the amount of $32,021.02; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Elms Road Enhancement Project consists of lighting, landscaping, 
and other streetscape amenities; and 
 
WHEREAS, all CDBG projects must be approved by the GCMPC to be bid in 
accordance with federal statute; and 
 
WHEREAS, Consumers Energy is, by contract, the sole provider of public lighting 
services on city streets and is solely responsible for all installation of new lines and 
lights and is therefore exempt from the bidding process; and 
 
WHEREAS, a price quotation for the lighting portion of the Project, as designed by 
the City’s engineer has been received in the amount of $21,237.23. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, the City of Swartz Creek hereby approves the lighting portion 
of the Project as designed and quoted for immediate construction and directs staff 
to seek bids on the remaining portion of the Project.    

 
Discussion Took Place. 
  

YES:  Krueger, Porath, Shumaker, Abrams, Binder, Hicks, Hurt. 
NO:   None. Motion Declared Carried. 
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Paul Bueche 

From: Genesee County Small Cities and Villages [GCSCV@LISTSERV.MML.ORG] on behalf of Slattery, 
Robert [RSlattery@GCRC.ORG]

Sent: Monday, March 02, 2009 10:01 AM
To: GCSCV@LISTSERV.MML.ORG
Subject: Road maintenance funding sees major reduction
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3/2/2009

PRESS RELEASE    PRESS RELEASE 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE March 2, 2009 
Contact: Manager-Director John Daly  
(810) 767-4920 
GCRC Web site: www.gcrc.org 
  
Road maintenance funding sees major reduction 
  
Flint, Michigan. --- 
The Genesee County Road Commission was informed this week that its funding from the Michigan 
Transportation Fund (MTF), from which they and all road agencies in Michigan receive money for road 
maintenance activities, will be decreased by 4.88 percent from 2008-2009 fiscal year level – which was 
itself down nearly 4% from 2007. This means that the Road Commission will have $1 million less to 
spend on road maintenance in 2009 than in 2008. And almost $2 million less than in 2007! 
  
This bad news comes on the heels of a very snowy, extremely cold winter which saw salt prices 
skyrocket and a series of quick thaws accelerate pothole formation. Road Commission Manager-
Director John Daly explained that this funding hit likely means less routine maintenance on the roads 
this summer. “This is a substantial reduction in our funding and something will have to give. We cannot 
expect to be able to deliver the level of service our residents demand and expect with skyrocketing costs 
and continually falling revenues.” 
  
While no firm decisions have been made as to how to accommodate the shortfall, some possible 
reductions include reducing roadside ditching operations from 10 days per township to 8 days; reducing 
roadside mowing to 1 pass per year; reducing curbside sweeping to 1 per year for primary roads and one 
every 2 years for subdivision streets; reducing gravel road gradings to 3 per year; or eliminating 
overtime (when most work on the local road system is done) unless deemed an emergency. 
  
“This is significant. Motorists and residents will notice this”, he said. “We can’t reduce winter 
maintenance very much more than we already have because we have to keep the roads safe, so routine 
summer maintenance activities that have already been cut way back will have to be cut more or maybe 
even eliminated altogether.” 
  
Unless adequate maintenance money is made available to seal the roads and perform other essential 
routine maintenance, GCRC Manager-Director John Daly expects the condition of Michigan’s roads to 
worsen in coming years, as roads continue to age. 

 “Roads in Michigan have been underfunded to such a large degree for such a long time and the roads 
have deteriorated so badly as a result that there is simply not enough money to adequately maintain them 
properly let alone rehabilitate all the aging roads that require it. Without a significant increase in road 
funding, roads will get worse every year as the pavement continues to age and crack,” he said. 
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As one example of the costs involved to maintain roads, every year Road Commission workers hand 
shovel more than 3.5 million pounds of patching material into potholes. Including labor, material and 
vehicle usage, the annual pothole repair price tag is more than $4 million dollars.  
 
While GCRC monitors its roads closely, it welcomes calls from the public reporting regarding 
dangerous conditions such as large potholes or severe gravel road problems. Motorists can report road 
issues to GCRC by calling (810) 767-4920, sending an email to rslattery@gcrc.org or clicking on the 
“Pothole Report” icon on its website, www.gcrc.org.  

  
--- ### --- 
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Paul Bueche 

From: Michigan Municipal League [nbrown@mml.org]
Sent: Tuesday, February 24, 2009 1:16 PM
To: Paul Bueche
Subject: MML Legislative Link 2-24-2009
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 State Affairs Report The Buzz  

Michigan has trimmed 
budget, what happens 
when stimulus cash flows 
 

What's New  

Cisco Unveils Global 
Blueprint for Cities 

Blogger Offers Insight on 
Making Millenials Feel at 
Home in Your Community 

Make it Easier for Local 
Government to Save Cash 

Inside 208, the League's 
New Blog  

2009 National 
Preservation Award 
Nominations  
Submit entries by March 2 

Save the Date 

Community Ties to 
Entrepreneurship  
March 21, Traverse City 
March 28, Marquette 
April 4, Gaylord 

Form Based Code 
Training  

   
 
Counting Down the Days to Capital Conference –
Capital Conference, is just around the corner and the lobbying 
team is looking forward to its State and Federal Affairs Update! 
Here, you'll get the skinny on recent developments in the 
advocacy arena including inside information about progressing 
legislation, transportation funding, our proactive policy agenda, 
federal issues and more. After this session, join your state 
lawmakers at the Capital Conference Reception (please note - 
for your convenience, the Reception location was changed 
from the League's Capital Office to the Lansing Center). 

Senate Passes Problematic Cable Dispute 
Resolution Bill – Last week the Senate unanimously 
reported SB 190 without the League’s recommended 
amendments. Currently, the bill contains a "loser pays" 
provision that would have local units of government paying 
attorney fees for cable if the local unit rejects a settlement. This 
bill contains a dispute procedure that is a hybrid of other 
procedures in the METRO and Telecommunications Acts, but 
neither of those acts has this fee shifting provision for 
municipalities. One disappointing note is that if we had gotten 
these amendments, we would have stepped out of the way and 
supported this bill 100%. The MPSC is anxious for this bill to 
pass, and we are sympathetic to their need to have a dispute 
resolution procedure. At the same time, we can't stand by idly 
with a provision that would be harmful to our communities. 
Click here to view our Action Alert and send an e-mail to your 
legislator! Contact: Samantha Harkins 

Revenue Sharing in Senate Committee – 
Wednesday this week the Senate General Government 
Subcommittee of Appropriations will take testimony on the 
Governor's recommendations for the Department of Treasury 
budget, which includes revenue sharing. The League will be 
testifying regarding the impact of the elimination of some 
technical language that could result in communities not getting 
the full amount they received in the prior year if sales tax 
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estimates go down. We will be working to restore that language 
as the budget process begins. Contact: Summer Minnick 
 
Bonding for Retiree Health Care Up Again in 
House Committee – Wednesday this week the House 
Judiciary is taking up HBs 4073 and 4075, which allow local 
units of government to bond for retiree health care. The bills 
were up last week as well, however, various amendments were 
being suggested and the bills were held until this week. The 
League has testified in support of the package. Contact: 
Summer Minnick 

New Markets Tax Credits – The House Tax Policy 
Committee will begin discussions this week on New Markets 
Tax Credits to be offered by the state. These credits will be 
similar to the federal tax credits, and will be credits offered on 
the state income, MBT, and insurance retaliatory tax. The 
League is working on efforts to bring entrepreneurs and small 
businesses to its communities, and will be monitoring this 
legislation. Contact: Andy Schor. 
 
Transportation Budget Highlights – MDOT’s Chief 
Administrative Officer, Leon Hank, presented the FY 2010 
budget to the Senate Transportation Appropriations Committee 
last week. The budget is based on the assumption that overall 
transportation revenues will be down $156 million (4.6% from 
the previous year). The gas tax is projected to be down 4.3%, 
diesel tax is project to be down 8.3% and vehicle registration 
fees are projected to be down 1.5%. The state federal aid road 
and bridge program will be decreased 23.84% (or $356.3 
million overall). The local federal aid road and bridge program 
will be decreased 19.65% or $61 million. MTF distribution to 
counties, cities, and villages will decrease 4.88% or $45.4 
million. The budget will start in the Senate this year and is 
expected to be reported to the Senate floor during late March. 
For additional information visit our Inside 208 blog. Contact: 
Dave Worthams 

Local Officials Invited to Attend Property Tax 
Workshop – On Thursday, March 12, the House Local 
Government Caucus along with Wayne State University and 
Michigan State University is organizing a workshop to review 
national, state and local trends in property tax issues resulting 
from mortgage foreclosures, declining home values and the 
credit crises and explore how Michigan's property tax policies 
may be exacerbating fiscal problems. Presenters will include 
the League, Genesee County Treasurer Dan Kildee, 
Professors from Wayne State and Michigan State as well as 
David Sjoquist, Professor and Director of the Fiscal and 
Economic Research Center at Georgia State University. The 
event will take place in the Mackinac Room of the House Office 
Building in Lansing from 9 until noon. There is no charge to 
attend the event. Contact: Arnold Weinfeld 

Form Based Code Training Available – The League 
is pleased to announce a series of form-based code trainings 
conducted through the Form-Based Codes Institute. Form-
based codes is a land development regulatory tool that places 
primary emphasis on the physical form to help create a sense 

Sustainable Lighting 
Solutions for Local 
Governments 
Feb. 26 

53rd Annual Asphalt 
Pavement Association of 
Michigan Conference Feb. 
25-26, Lansing 

Concrete Repair Seminar 
Jan. 28, Howell  
June 4, Marquette 

Capital Conference  
March 3-4, Lansing (EOA)  
Early-bird rates end Feb. 9 

Essential Skills for Elected 
Officials 
March 3, Lansing (EOA) 

Saving Money through 
Risk Management 
March 3, Lansing (EOA) 

Making MI. a Box Office 
Hit 
March 3, Lansing (EOA) 

MI Municipal Attorneys 
Annual Advanced Institute 
March 3, Lansing 

Stormwater Management 
Conference  
March 10-13, Bay City 

Regional Seminars 
Friday's April - June, 
Seven Locations 
Statewide (EOA)  

Grants & Projects 

Michigan Historic 
Preservation Awards 
Apply by Feb 27 

Local Bridge Programs 
Applications  
Apply by June 1 

Michigan Humanities 
Council Grants/Events 
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of place. All courses will be taught by nationally prominent 
form-based coding practitioners, professionals in the fields of 
planning, architecture and urban design, and land use law 
through the Form-Based Codes Institute. MI-CNU and the 
Michigan Association of Planning is partnering with the League 
on these trainings. Space is limited and registration is currently 
only open to Michigan local officials and consultants. Putting 
communities at the center of Michigan's economic turnaround 
has its challenges and opportunities - both of which start by 
creating a "sense of place." The Michigan Municipal League is 
committed to providing educational programming advancing 
strategies that will assist communities in becoming more 
vibrant places for the 21st century. Click here for more 
information on the sessions as well as registration. Contact: 
Arnold Weinfeld 

Community Ties to Entrepreneurship Program – 
MSU is holding a “Community Ties to Entrepreneurship” 
program for small business owners, entrepreneurs, young 
professionals, youth and interested community members. This 
program highlights many of the goals of the League’s Center 
for 21st Century for Communities (21c3). Click here for 
additional information about the Community Ties to 
Entrepreneurship Program. 

Neighborhood Stabilization Program Trainings 
Scheduled – The Michigan State Housing Development 
Authority (MSHDA) is holding a series of four application 
workshops designed to acquaint eligible entities, including local 
governments, with information on eligible activities under the 
Neighborhood Stabilization Program (NSP). Funding for the 
program was approved last summer as part of overall housing 
stabilization efforts made by the Congress. The goal of the 
NSP is to address issues surrounding foreclosed and 
abandoned properties in communities.  

 
  

  

MI Housing Community 
Development Funds 

High Risk Rural Roads  
Apply by Feb. 27 

Safety Program Projects  
Apply by March 27 

Federal Brownfield 
Funding 

Related Links 

MI Legislature 

MI Senate 

MI House of Reps 

Resources 

 Federal Update  

 The Federal Recovery Package – What's In It for 
Cities and How to Access the Resources – Listen 
to a National League of Cities Webcast on the federal recovery 
package this Wednesday, February 25 from 3 – 4 pm. Click 
here to particpate (follow the “Economic Recovery Webcast” 
signage) .  

Stimulus Information – Along with transportation 
funding, another program of interest for locals is energy 
efficiency. In 2007, the Congress enacted the Energy 
Efficiency and Conservation Block Grant Program (EECBG). 
The stimulus bill provides $2.8 billion for the program. 
Approximately 31 Michigan cities (and townships) with a 
population of greater than 35,000 and counties with a 
population of over 200,000 will receive direct funding from the 
program. Communities under 35,000 will be eligible to receive 
funding on a competitive grant basis. The federal Department 
of Energy will soon be releasing guidelines, but League staff 

 

Page 3 of 4MML Legislative Link 2-24-2009 - 2/24/2009 1:01:32 PM

2/24/2009

94



 

 

has prepared a fact sheet on what locals can be doing now to 
be ready. Contact: Sue Jeffers  

White House Office on Urban Affairs – Following through on 
a campaign promise to give higher priority to those issues 
impacting cities, President Obama yesterday named Adolfo 
Carrion as his White House Director of Urban Affairs and 
Derek Douglas as special assistant to the President for urban 
affairs. Carrion, who is currently President of the New York City 
Borough of the Bronx, will report directly to the President. The 
purpose, the President was quoted as saying, is "to bring long 
overdue attention to the urban areas where 80% of the 
American people live and work." Of course there are skeptics, 
for without an actual urban policy, the rest is simply window 
dressing. But, it's early in the game and the fact that the 
President is from a major American city gives one hope that 
after wandering in the dark for more than a generation, the 
federal government will devise a strategy to maximize the 
economic strengths of our cities. Contact: Arnold Weinfeld  

 
 
 
 
 

 Email Management  

 

The Michigan Municipal League respects your right to privacy.

Click here to unsubscribe. 

Click here to manage your Michigan Municipal League email 
subscription preferences. 

If you no longer wish to receive any type of email notice from 
the Michigan Municipal League, please click here. 

 

Michigan Municipal League, 1675 Green Road, Ann Arbor, MI 48105
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Paul Bueche 

From: Michigan Municipal League [amessinger@mml.org]
Sent: Tuesday, February 24, 2009 11:16 AM
To: Paul Bueche
Subject: Act Now! Tax $ Should NOT Pay Cable Corp. Attorney Fees
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Tax Payer Dollars should Not Pay Attorney  
Fees for Cable Corporations  

Contact Legislators Today!  

ACT NOW! Contact your legislators and ask them to OPPOSE HB 4247 (Mayes, D-Bay 
City) and SB 190 (Thomas, D-Detroit), which could require tax payer dollars to pay 
attorney fees for cable corporations. 

Click here to send your legislators a letter asking them to oppose HB 4247 (Mayes, D-
Bay City) and SB 190 (Thomas, D-Detroit), which are harmful for local units of 
government and taxpayers. 

In late 2006, the Michigan Legislature passed the video franchising legislation, PA 480. 
The law requires the Michigan Public Service Commission (MPSC) to submit a dispute 
resolution process to the Legislature. The process they submitted is outlined in HB 4247 
and SB 190. 

There is a "loser pays" provision in these bills that would require a local unit of 
government to pay attorney fees for a cable corporation if it rejects a recommended 
settlement. This provision in this form does not exist in any of the other related acts. 
Local units of government are specifically exempted from this provision in the 
Metropolitan Extension Telecommunications Rights-of-Way Oversight (METRO) Act. 
Using taxpayer dollars to pay attorney fees for multi-billion dollar corporations should be 
a great concern to all of us.  

We are not opposed to a dispute resolution process, but this “loser pays” provision is bad 
for all of our communities and is a gross misuse of taxpayer dollars. Please contact your 
legislator today and ask for opposition to HB 4247 and SB 190. 

Contact: Samantha Jones Harkins  
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 State Affairs Report The Buzz  

Some type of fuel tax 
change is overdue 

What's New  

Michael Boulus and Arnold 
Weinfeld: Some facts 
about the Michigan budget 
 
 
No Resolution to Cable 
Dispute Resolution 
 
Commentary: Unleash 
communities to save cash 
for taxpayers 
 
Show Creativity, and Put 
Art Back in State Budget 
 
Make it Easier for Local 
Government to Save Cash 

Inside 208, the League's 
New Blog  

Save the Date 

Cost Effective Use of 
Preventive Maintenance 
Treatments in MI 
Okemos, March 31 

Right to Farm and State 
Construction Code 
Meetings 

   
Cable Dispute Resolution Bill Held Up In the 
House – HB 4247 (Mayes, D-Bay City) was on the House 
agenda Tuesday and Thursday last week. This bill creates a 
dispute resolution procedure for the Michigan Public Service 
Commission (MPSC) for cable disputes. The League was 
pushing an amendment to remove a “loser pays” provision that 
would require a local unit of government to pay attorney fees 
for a cable provider if it rejects a settlement from the MPSC. An 
amendment was offered by Rep. Barnett (D-Farmington Hills). 
We needed 56 votes to pass the amendment. After an 
eloquent floor speech by the amendment sponsor, 63 
representatives had cast votes in favor of the amendment. At 
that time, House Democratic leadership decided to clear the 
board and postponed this for the day. This was a great 
showing from legislators who were responding to concern from 
their local officials! If you haven’t contacted your legislator, look 
at our action alert and contact them today! Click here to read 
the MIRS article, our grassroots effort in action! Contact: 
Samantha Harkins 
 
New Markets Dollars to Redevelop Michigan 
Communities – The House Tax Policy Committee last 
week began discussions on creating state tax credits to match 
the federal New Markets Tax Credits. The federal government 
has about $15 billion dollars available for New Markets Tax 
Credits to give to Community Redevelopment Entities. Every 
$1 in these tax credits produces $7 in private investments, and 
are available in low-income communities. The House is 
considering creating state matches for these federal dollars in 
order to attract more of the federal dollars and to persuade 
more people to work on these projects. The Michigan Magnet 
Fund has used these dollars in the past on projects in 
communities such as Detroit, Grand Rapids, Owosso, Bay City 
and others. The Michigan Municipal League supports dollars 
going to community development projects for redevelopment in 
our communities, and supports this legislation. Click here for 
more information on the federal New Markets Tax Credits 
program. Contact: Andy Schor 
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Foreclosure Bills Given Hearing – HB’s 4453, 4454, 
4455 were given a hearing in the House Banking and Financial 
Services Committee last week. These bills would create 
incentives for borrowers and lenders to discuss mortgage loan 
modifications where necessary. A 90 day freeze on any further 
foreclosure activities would be granted to the borrower for 
having the discussion with the lender pre-foreclosure. Another 
hearing is being held this week and the League has been 
invited by the Chair to testify on the affect of foreclosures to 
communities. Contact: Andy Schor 
 
Freshman 1st Impression: Meet State Rep. Jon 
Switalski – In our exclusive video interview, State Rep. Jon 
Switalski (D-Warren) shares his background and details about 
his legislative priorities as an incoming lawmaker.  

Capital Conference Blog: Find Out What You're 
Missing – Your dog ate your homework, you got stuck in 
traffic, you had to get your hair done...so of course, you're 
going to miss Capital Conference. Here's your backup plan–
starting this evening, visit our Capital Conference Blog where 
we'll highlight sessions, speakers, and all the fun stuff you're 
going to miss. 
 
Drinking Water Projects to Receive Funding from 
the Federal Stimulus Package – In presentations last 
week, Governor Granholm and DEQ Director Steven Chester 
stated that for Fiscal Year 09, there will be 16 communities that 
receive funding from the $66 million Michigan will receive for 
drinking water projects in the Federal Stimulus Package. Aside 
from an appropriations bill, there shouldn’t be any other 
legislative action necessary to get these funds out. DEQ 
believes that funds can be distributed as either low interest 
loans or zero interest loans and principle will be forgiven 
almost immediately. This is all dependent on what the final 
guidelines and requirements from the federal government will 
be. Hopefully we will know what those are in the next couple of 
weeks. Stay tuned to Inside 208 for further information. 
Contact: David Worthams 

Local Officials Invited to Attend Property Tax 
Workshop – On Thursday, March 12, the House Local 
Government Caucus along with Wayne State University and 
Michigan State University is organizing a workshop to review 
national, state and local trends in property tax issues resulting 
from mortgage foreclosures, declining home values and the 
credit crises and explore how Michigan's property tax policies 
may be exacerbating fiscal problems. Presenters will include 
the League, Genesee County Treasurer Dan Kildee, 
Professors from Wayne State and Michigan State as well as 
David Sjoquist, Professor and Director of the Fiscal and 
Economic Research Center at Georgia State University. The 
event will take place in the Mackinac Room of the House Office 
Building in Lansing from 9 until noon. There is no pre-
registration or charge to attend the event. Contact: Arnold 
Weinfeld 

Form Based Code Training Available – The League 
  

Community Ties to 
Entrepreneurship  
March 21, Traverse City 
March 28, Marquette 
April 4, Gaylord 

Form Based Code 
Training  

Concrete Repair Seminar  
June 4, Marquette 

Capital Conference  
March 3-4, Lansing (EOA)  
Early-bird rates end Feb. 9 

Stormwater Management 
Conference  
March 10-13, Bay City 

Regional Seminars 
Friday's April - June, 
Seven Locations 
Statewide (EOA)  

Grants & Projects 

Local Bridge Programs 
Applications  
Apply by June 1 

Michigan Humanities 
Council Grants/Events 

MI Housing Community 
Development Funds 

Safety Program Projects  
Apply by March 27 

Federal Brownfield 
Funding 

Related Links 

MI Legislature 

MI Senate 

MI House of Reps 

Resources 
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is pleased to announce a series of form-based code trainings 
conducted through the Form-Based Codes Institute. Form-
based codes is a land development regulatory tool that places 
primary emphasis on the physical form to help create a sense 
of place. All courses will be taught by nationally prominent 
form-based coding practitioners, professionals in the fields of 
planning, architecture and urban design, and land use law 
through the Form-Based Codes Institute. MI-CNU and the 
Michigan Association of Planning is partnering with the League 
on these trainings. Space is limited and registration is currently 
only open to Michigan local officials and consultants. Putting 
communities at the center of Michigan's economic turnaround 
has its challenges and opportunities - both of which start by 
creating a "sense of place." The Michigan Municipal League is 
committed to providing educational programming advancing 
strategies that will assist communities in becoming more 
vibrant places for the 21st century. Click here for more 
information on the sessions as well as registration. Contact: 
Arnold Weinfeld 

Cost Effective Use of Preventive Maintenance 
Treatments in MI – The League is co-sponsoring along 
with the County Road Association of Michigan, the American 
Public Works Association, and the Michigan Road Preservation 
Association a seminar on pavement management titled - Cost 
Effective Use of Preventive Maintenance Treatments in 
Michigan. The seminar will be held at the Okemos Conference 
Center on March 31, 2009. Registration for the program begins 
at 9AM with the actual program running from 9:30AM - 
3:30PM. Lunch is included. Advanced registration is required 
by 3/23/09 and cost $45/person. Click here to register! For 
more questions, contact Jim Murner at 517-347-6833 or 
jim@murner.biz.  

2009 PASER Training Offered – Michigan’s 
Transportation Asset Management Council (TAMC) is offering 
its annual PASER training for anyone participating in and being 
reimbursed by TAMC in 2009 for federal aid pavement 
condition rating or non-federal aid local pavement condition 
rating. For registration information contact Michigan's Local 
Technical Assistance Program at 906-487-2102 or 
ltap@mtu.edu.  

  
 Federal Update  

 Stimulus Funds for COPS Program – Guidance has 
been released for the Department of Justice’s COPS Hiring 
Program (CHRP). The program received $1 billion through the 
stimulus. This is a competitive grant program that provides 
funding directly to law enforcement agencies having primary 
law enforcement authority — offering funding for newly hired 
officers, including providing funding for new officers to fill 
existing officer vacancies that are no longer funded as a result 
of state, local or tribal budget cuts. Funds will NOT be provided 
to start-up agencies, to fund a consortium of agencies, or for 
contracting law enforcement services. Information on the 
program overview, eligibility questionnaire, what funds can and 
cannot be used for, and application procedures are also 
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available. Contact: Arnold Weinfeld 
 
Broadband Initiatives to Receive Stimulus Funds 
– There is $7.2 billion contained in the stimulus package for 
broadband initiatives in un-served and underserved areas. $4.7 
billion will go to the Department of Commerce National 
Telecommunications Agency (NTIA), and $2.5 billion to the 
Department of Agriculture Rural Utility Service (RUS). Eligible 
applicants include local governments, states, non-profits, and 
public-private partnerships who will compete for awards on a 
competitive basis. Awards are to be made before the end of 
the 2010 fiscal year and projects are to be completed within 2 
years. The Departments of Commerce, Agriculture and the 
Federal Communications Commission are joining to write the 
rules. Public hearings are being scheduled. Click here for the 
Federal Register announcement. Contact: Arnold Weinfeld  
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Paul Bueche 

From: Representative Lee Gonzales [leegonzales@house.mi.gov]
Sent: Wednesday, March 04, 2009 3:46 PM
To: Paul Bueche
Subject: Capitol Update from Rep. Gonzales
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Dear friends, 

I'd like to let you know about some legislation that I've recently introduced, and 
some issues in the Michigan House that I believe will strengthen our community 
and protect our residents. 

Plan Protects Homeowners by Banning Foreclosures for 90 Days 

I recently supported a plan to keep more Michigan families in their homes by 
putting a 90-day moratorium on foreclosures for struggling homeowners who 
seek help in trying to stay in their homes. With our economy in crisis, we need 
to stand behind our working families who are in danger of losing their piece of 
the American dream. 

The plan provides a 90-day lifeline from foreclosure for homeowners who 
commit to working with their lender and a housing counselor to reach a solution. 
Counselors are available through the Michigan State Housing and Development 
Authority (MSHDA) and the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development (HUD). 

Michigan currently ranks seventh in the nation for foreclosures. More than 
145,000 properties were in foreclosure in 2008 – a 21 percent increase from 
2007 and a 108 percent increase from 2006. In January of this year alone, 
11,418 foreclosures were reported in Michigan. Last month, 629 properties went 
into foreclosure in Genesee County. Of these, 264 were in Flint, 62 were in 
Grand Blanc, and Burton saw 59 homes enter foreclosure. 
 
Strengthening Michigan's Indentity Theft Laws 

This week, I introduced House Bill 4326, which would expand Michigan's 
racketeering statute to include internet or computer crimes and include felony 
violations of the Identity Theft Protection Act. 

Identity theft remains the number one consumer fraud complaint received by 
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the Federal Trade Commission, with reported fraud losses totaling more than 
$1.2 billion. My bill would give prosecutors a way with which to charge 
offenders. By adding identity theft to Michigan's racketeering statute, we 
empower law enforcement to pursue the entire organization behind these 
crimes, not just the low hanging fruit. 

New Tools for Keeping Citizens Safe while Driving 

I also introduced House Bill 4394, which would provide law enforcement with 
new tools for keeping our citizens safe while driving a motor vehicle. This 
legislation would expand the Michigan Vehicle Code to include language that 
prohibits the use of a text-messaging device while driving. Texting while driving 
is an incredibly dangerous practice that not only endangers the health of the 
driver, but those around him or her as well. This plan will ensure that those who 
would place others in danger on our roads will be punished to the full extent of 
the law. 

If you have any suggestions for items in the e-newsletter, please e-mail me at 
leegonzales@house.mi.gov. Please click on the links above to get more news 
about my activities here in Lansing. I look forward to hearing from you. 

Sincerely, 

Lee Gonzales 

State Representative 

District 49 

 

 
Click here to unsubscribe. 
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Paul Bueche 

From: Michigan Municipal League [dwestbrook@mml.org]
Sent: Thursday, March 05, 2009 8:30 AM
To: Paul Bueche
Subject: The Capital Buzz - Wednesday 3/4/09 - News from the League's 2009 Capital Conference
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Four vs. One  

Watching Reps. Melton and 
Proos and Sens. Whitmer  
and Richardville, I certainly 
learned where each legislator 
stood on a myriad of issues,  
but perhaps what made the 
experience more memorable 
was witnessing their 
interaction with each other and their degree of compassion toward 
our issues. And while Tim’s questions were straightforward and 
directed at topics like cable and tax reform, the debate always 
circled back to “process” and “communication.” 

Read More>  

Vibrant Communities in the 21st Century  

Three cities in Michigan have undertaken 
adapting themselves to be the vibrant 21st 
Century Communities where people want 
to live, work and play. 

Boyne City presented their "Creating 
Entrepreneurial Communities" program. 
They wanted to keep the businesses they 
had, and create an environment conducive 
to new small business start-ups. Statistics show that 60-80 percent 
of employees in the U.S. work for a small business.  

Read More> 

9:00-10:00am 
Four vs. One 

10:15-11:30am 
Concurrent Sessions: 

Declining Property Values—
What’s Next? 

Renew Your Energy 
Expertise 

Transportation & 
Infrastructure—The View 

from Capitol Hill  

1:30-2:45pm 
Concurrent Sessions:  

Brownfields & Fees 
(Do or Die) 

The TF2—Can Fixing Our 
Roads Really Be 
That Simple? 

Vibrant Communities in the 
21st Century 

3:00-4:30pm 
The Big Picture, State & 
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Transportation & Infrastructure 
The View from Capitol Hill  

Speakers in this session discussed what local governments must 
do in order to receive as much federal funding as possible for 
transportation projects, as well as efforts that are underway to 
change our national transportation policy. Foremost on everyone's 
minds is the federal stimulus package that was recently passed. It 
was confirmed that 10 percent of the $800 billion that was just 
approved for the stimulus package will be used for infrastructure 
improvement projects, while 25 percent of the state of Michigan's 
allocation will be used for local infrastructure projects. 

Read More> 

Renew Your Energy Expertise  

A new Executive Order issued by the 
governor solidified our state's 
commitment to renewable energy. The 
order went into effect the first of 
January, and creates a Bureau of 
Energy within the Department of Labor 
and Economic Growth. The governor's 
goal is to decrease our state's 
dependency on fossil fuels by 45 
percent by the year 2020. In addition, 
the aim is to create jobs in the 
renewable energy field through these 
four components: 

1) Advanced Energy Storage 
2) Wind 
3) Solar 
4) Energy Efficiency 

Read More> 

The Big Picture,  
State & Federal Affairs Update 

Instead of diving headfirst into the nitty-gritty of state and federal 
legislation, the lobbying team first introduced us to the League's 
Prosperity Agenda.  

After pinpointing what Michigan can learn from prosperous states 
(hint: it's all about place), the Agenda details "Prosperity Policies" 
and "Policy Actions" to create a better future for our state.  

Read More> 

 

Federal Affairs Update  

4:30-7:00pm 

Legislative Reception  
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